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KO Literature now searchable online

Since its foundation, ISKO has been producing biblio-
graphical bulletins of the literature published in the
field of knowledge organization (KO). These followed
Dahlberg’s major International Classification and In-
dexing Bibliography, in two volumes covering years
1950-1982, with subsequent additions. The KO Litera-
ture bulletins, compiled by the knowledgeable and pa-
tient work of their editors Ingetraut Dahlberg, then
(1997-2006) Gerhard Riesthuis, then (2007-present) Ia
Mcllwaine, were published regularly within this journal.

Since 2009, ISKO decided that the bulletins would
be moved to a digital format and be available freely
through our website <www.isko.org/lithtml>. This al-
lowed prof. Mcllwaine to start feeding a structured bib-
liographical database, set up in 2010 by me as the new
webmaster, instead of formatted text files.

The structure of bibliographical records in the data-
base reproduced that of records in the past bulletins, in
view of interoperability with the back data. Thus, each
record includes an identifier (originally counted from 1
onwards each year, then from 1 without any reset since
the bulletins have moved online) and a classmark based
on Dahlberg’s classification of KO Literature (Knowl-
edge Organization, 20 (1993), n. 4, p. 211-222; repub-
lished at <www.isko.org/scheme.php>, 2011) which
applies the principles of her Systematifier.

Although this classification scheme was conceived
several decades ago, thus needs some adaptations in or-
der to class contemporary topics, its continued use of
for quite a long time is a huge advantage as it offers the
potential for unified subject search. Enabling easy ac-
cess to consistent bibliographical information in our
field can promote the knowledge of its valuable heritage
on a wider basis, especially among different communi-
ties of researchers dealing with related although tradi-
tionally separated topics, each getting more and more
relevant for the others in our telematic era.

With this idea in mind, I have started to look for
possibilities of converting back data so to upload them
to the database. An agreement between Ergon-Verlag
and ISKO presidency allows us to make them freely
available in our website. Digital versions of the past bul-

letins from 1997 to 2008 have been kindly provided by
their editors. After some consideration of possible solu-
tions, a skilled collaborator has been identified in Pietro
Fezzardi, student in Mathematics at the University of
Pavia, who has been charged by ISKO of the data analy-
sis and conversion work. This stage has been completed
successfully last April, and the data have been uploaded
in the database and merged with the current ones.

Since May 2012, the KO Literature section of our
website allows for multi-field search in the integrated
database from 1997 to present. Records can be ex-
tracted by class, author, word in title, year, and lan-
guage. These fields can be combined creatively in order
to get from a broad sample such interesting informa-
tion as: how many papers on UDC in French vs. in
Spanish are recorded, by comparison to the same ratio
for papers on thesauri?

As some members had rightly remarked, the class-
mark for each record was not too useful as long as it
was displayed without its verbal meaning -- a fact that
we as knowledge organizers are even more aware of
than our users. While in printed bulletins it would have
been complex to show this information for layout and
space reasons, in the Web environment this is now pos-
sible. So the classmarks are now automatically parsed
by a PHP script, fitting the syntactical features of the
Systematifier-based scheme for KO, which allows for
synthesizing notation in several ways. The verbal head-
ings of the corresponding isolates are thus identified in
an almost perfect way, and displayed in dark orange
colour on the top-right corner of each record, from
where they can be selected for further navigation by
subject.

No doubt, details of both data themselves and the
search and display interface can be further improved.
KO researchers are encouraged to spread the news of
their availability, to try it and to report problems and
suggestions to webmaster@isko.org

Let’s hope that this service, building on the work of
past and present compilers, will be only the start of a
successful international database of KO literature.

Claudio Gnoli
gnoli@aib.it
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the title of the article should appear on the first page of the text.

To protect anonymity, the author’s name should not appear on
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Scope

The more scientific data is generated in the impetuous
present times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended
to control these data in a retrievable fashion. With the abun-
dance of knowledge now available the questions of new solu-
tions to the ordering problem and thus of improved classifica-
tion systems, methods and procedures have acquired unfore-
seen significance. For many years now they have been the fo-
cus of interest of information scientists the world over.

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classifica-
tion was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the
numerous technical journals serving the experts of the various
fields such as:

philosophy and science of science

science policy and science organization
mathematics, statistics and computer science
library and information science

archivistics and museology

journalism and communication science
industrial products and commodity science
terminology, lexicography and linguistics

Beginning in 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION
(formerly INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION) has
been serving as a common platform for the discussion of both
theoretical background questions and practical application
problems in many areas of concern. In each issue experts from
many countries comment on questions of an adequate struc-
turing and construction of ordering systems and on the prob-
lems of their use in opening the information contents of new
literature, of data collections and survey, of tabular works and
of other objects of scientific interest. Their contributions have
been concerned with

(1)  clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering
theory/science, theoretical bases of classification, data
analysis and reduction)

(2)  describing practical operations connected with index-
ing/classification, as well as applications of classification
systems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and
methodology

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classi-
fication

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminol-
ogy in general and with respect to special fields.

Aims

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is a forum for
all those interested in the organization of knowledge on a uni-
versal or a domain-specific scale, using concept-analytical or
concept-synthetical approaches, as well as quantitative and
qualitative methodologies. KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZA-
TION also addresses the intellectual and automatic compila-
tion and use of classification systems and thesauri in all fields
of knowledge, with special attention being given to the prob-
lems of terminology.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original
articles, reports on conferences and similar communications,
as well as book reviews, letters to the editor, and an extensive
annotated bibliography of recent classification and indexing
literature.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be
available at every university and research library of every coun-
try, at every information center, at colleges and schools of li-
brary and information science, in the hands of everybody in-
terested in the fields mentioned above and thus also at every
office for updating information on any topic related to the
problems of order in our information-flooded times.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in
1973 by an international group of scholars with a consulting
board of editors representing the world’s regions, the special
classification fields, and the subject areas involved. From
1974-1980 it was published by K.G. Saur Verlag, Miinchen.
Back issues of 1978-1992 are available from ERGON-Verlag,
too.

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION has be-
come the official organ of the INTERNATIONAL SOCI-
ETY FOR KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION (ISKO)
and is included for every ISKO-member, personal or institu-
tional in the membership fee (US $ 55/US $ 110).

Rates: From 2011 on for 6 issues/ann. (including indexes)
€ 198,00 (forwarding costs included) for the print version
resp. € 229,00 for the print version plus access to the online
version (PDF). Membership rates see above.

ERGON-Verlag GmbH, Keesburgstr. 11, D-97074 Wiirz-
burg; Phone: +49 (0)931 280084; FAX +49 (0)931 282872;
E-mail: service@ergon-verlag.de; http://www.ergon-verlag.de

The contents of this journal are indexed and abstracted in Refera-
tivnyi Zburnal Informatika and in the following online databases:
Information Science Abstracts, INSPEC, Library and Information
Science Abstracts (LISA), Library Literature, PASCAL, Sociologi-
cal Abstracts, and Web Science & Social Sciences Citation Index.
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