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across the world) with the equally widespread tech-
nique of subject-string construction, which is to say: 
the rational and predictable combination of the 
terms used. The appearance of this original, unparal-
leled working model may well be a great occasion in 
the international development of indexing, as, on one 
hand, the Nuovo soggettario uses a recognized tool 
(the thesaurus) and, on the other, by permitting both 
pre-coordination and post-coordination, it attempts 
to overcome the fragmentation of increasingly com-
plex and specialized subjects into isolated, single-
term descriptors. This is a serious proposition that 
merits consideration from both theoretical and prac-
tical points of view – and outside Italy, too. 
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Except for a slim volume (Kunze 1964) there has not 
as yet been published in German a textbook on book 
indexing so far. Therefore this book by Dr. Fugmann 
fills indeed a much deplored gap in our professional 
literature. Although there have been many articles 
and books by Robert Fugmann himself on indexing, 
in German as well as in English, he decided this time 
to take care of this gap and at the same time he tried 
to upgrade the art of book indexing by combining it 
with the science of indexing as used for the extraction 
of the essence of documents in information science. 

Having read this very carefully written, edited and 
of course also indexed book – which caused me 
much trouble, I must confess, because the typogra-
phy is so small that I needed a magnifying glass to 
read the footnotes on each page – I must, however, 
state that the result of his endeavor should be re-
garded as an outstanding textbook not only for 
German book indexers but also, in translations, for 
book indexers on a world-wide scale. So far, book 
indexing has not been taught at Library and Informa-
tion Science Schools. With this book by Fugmann 
one could consider making it a subject to be taught 
at such Schools. By this, one would also contribute 
to the recognition of the great cultural value which is 
contained in the knowledge embedded in textbooks 
or in similar publications. If indexes present this 
knowledge in the most concise way, one will be able 
to utilize such an index, even if one had not studied 
the source book beforehand. With Fugmann’s vol-
ume one will learn how to establish the most ade-
quate form of optimal knowledge representation in a 
really clear, accurate and pertinent form. 

Fugmann presents his text very logically, number-
ing each paragraph so that the index entries would re-
late directly to the appropriate place. He sets out with 
a theoretical part in which he shows the difference 
between word and concept, the search by memory 
(Bernier 1960: “question of recall”) and the search by 
discovery (“question of discovery”) and tackled also 
the problematic issues caused by natural language in 
the searching process. Furthermore he shows the op-
position between assignment indexing and extraction 
indexing and explains also what is understood by in-
dicative and informative indexing. The latter is char-
acterized by its richness in informative subentries. 
For all cases he gives a maximum of pertinent exam-
ples. The book concludes with an informative alpha-
betical index and an informative systematic index. For 
such a systematic index one needs of course a well-
structured categorization. With respect to this kind 
of index in Fugmann’s book, however, I must state 
that the divisions in the first four areas are much too 
broad (he uses for the entire mass of entries only In-
formation philosophy, Content analysis, Search, In-
formation technology, Persons, Institutions and Sub-
ject fields.). This could have been improved by intro-
ducing subcategorization, so that relevant entries 
could be scanned much easier and faster. The alpha-
betical informative index of this book is however a 
masterpiece and very convincing indeed. 

A very essential help of the book is also the neces-
sary agreement which need to be settled between in-
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dexer and publisher. They include decisions about 
the kind of index (indicative or informative), its size, 
time needed, etc. There is no word about the price, 
except for indicating that informative indexes de-
mand of course more time than indicative ones. One 
would have to follow the conventions which gener-
ally are established by the professional communities. 
Fugmann mentions all of them existing in the differ-
ent countries. 

The list of his cited literature comprises almost 
100 sources, of which the majority is in English, only 
23 are in German, these, however, relate only in two 
cases to book indexing. This shows again the deplor-
able gap in recognizing the value of professional 
book indexing in this country! 

In his concluding Epilogue, Fugmann turns 
among others also to the treacherous opinion of 
many newcomers to the field of information science, 
who think, one would only need a computer and 
thus one could very easily establish indexes. The re-
sults however, are then no real indexes but concor-
dances, mostly consisting only of one word without 
expressive power which will refer to a great number 

of pages, which nobody will take the trouble to con-
sult. Such “indexes” amount to garbage and are a 
shame for the producer. In a society interested in 
producing values such a practice should be stigma-
tized. 

In conclusion, I would like to congratulate Robert 
Fugmann for having written this book in such a 
short time and – may I disclose it too? – just before 
his 80th birthday. And I know it is his desire to show 
that by improving the science of book indexing in 
the way demonstrated in this book, the readers will 
be offered an instrument for making book indexing 
and index reading a joy for the index readers and an 
adventure in an enticing world thus entered into via 
an intelligent presentation of knowledge! 
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