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Dirk Ansorge, Dr. theol., born in Gelsenkirchen (Germany), advanced studies
in philosophy, theology, and physics at universities in Bochum, Jerusalem,
Strasbourg, and Tübingen. 1993 doctorate degree in Catholic Theology
(Tübingen), 2008 postdoctoral lecture qualification (Habilitation) in Catholic
Theology (Münster). 1993 – 2009 instructor and lecturer at Catholic Academy
of the diocese of Essen. 2009-2010 visiting professor in Vienna. 2010-2011
lecturer at Jesuit Faculty Sankt Georgen (graduate school of philosophy and
theology). Since 2011 professor for dogmatic theology. Since 2014 vice-rector
of the Faculty. Member of the steering committee of the ithf-project ‘Islamic
Peace ethics’. Multiple publications on religion, policy, and violence, particu‐
larly in the Middle East, and on dialogue between Judaism, Christendom, and
Islam.
www.sankt-georgen.de, ansorge@sankt-georgen.de

Abdessamad Belhaj has a PhD in Islamic Studies (2001, Rabat, Morocco)
and a PhD in Political and Social Sciences (Catholic University of Louvain,
Belgium, 2008). Currently, he works as a researcher and lecturer at the
Catholic University of Louvain in Belgium and is a research fellow at the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences. His latest book The Ethical Thesis: Practical
Reason in Islamic Legal Hermeneutics was published in 2015.
belhaj.abdessamad@gmail.com

Seyed Hassan Eslami Ardakani (1960-) is an Iranian theologian and ethicist.
He studied Islamic philosophy, theology and jurisprudence at Qom Seminary
and philosophy of religion at the State University of Qom, Iran. Currently, he
is Professor of Philosophy of Religion and Ethics at University of Religions
and Denominations, and teaches mainly global ethics, environmental ethics,
bioethics, mystical ethics, morality and religion, Islam and human rights, and
philosophy of religion. He is specialized in Islamic theology and applied
ethics and has authored many articles and some books in these areas, includ‐
ing Human Cloning in Catholic and Islamic Perspectives (2007), The Ethics
of Criticism (2003) and On Expedient Lies: Meaning and Examples (2003).
eslami@urd.ac.ir
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Oliver Leaman is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Kentucky. He
is the author and editor of books on Islamic and other kinds of philosophy and
theology, and his most recent book is Controversies in Contemporary Islam,
Routledge, 2013. He has edited for Routledge The Qur'an: An Encyclopedia,
2006, Ninian Smart’s World Philosophies, 2008, and co-written Islam: the
Key Concepts, with Kecia ‘Ali, 2008. He is the author of Islamic Aesthetics,
Notre Dame University Press, 2004. He is the author of Key Concepts in East‐
ern Philosophy, 1999 and Eastern Philosophy: Key Readings, 2000, and has
just finished the second edition of his Biographical Encyclopedia of Islamic
Philosophy, published by Bloomsbury this year. He is the book review editor
for Islamic philosophy for the journal Philosophy East and West and on the
editorial board of the Islamic Studies section of Oxford Bibliographies On‐
line. His The Qur’an: a philosophical guide, is due to be published next year
by Bloomsbury.
oliverleaman@gmail.com

Simona E. Merati is Research Fellow at Middle East Studies at Florida Inter‐
national University in Miami, FL, USA. She is the author of Muslims in
Putin's Russia: Discourse on Identity, Politics, and Security (Palgrave, 2017).
Her further research interests are Islam in International Relations, in particular
in the Eurasian region, Russian foreign policy, international relations of Eura‐
sia, and international political economy of Eurasia. Dr. Merati holds a Ph.D. in
International Relations from Florida International University and a M.A. in
Russian Language and Literature from the University of Milan, Italy.
smera001@fiu.edu, simona.merati@gmail.com

Najia Mukhtar is in the final year of her PhD at the School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS). She is a founding committee member of the Muslim
South Asia Research Forum (MUSA), a multi-dicipinary, global research net‐
work housed at SOAS, that offers a platform to young scholars researching
Muslim societies in South Asia https://www.soas.ac.uk/south-asia-institute/
musa/. In 2011, Najia obtained an MSc in Comparative Politics from the Lon‐
don School of Economics and Political Science (LSE). Prior to commencing
her MSC, Najia worked for 8 years as a management consultant at Pricewater‐
house Coopers LLP in London. She completed her BA in Economics from the
University of Cambridge in 2002.
najia.mukhtar@googlemail.com
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Charles M. Ramsey is Assistant Professor of Religion and Public Policy at
Forman Christian College in Lahore, Pakistan. He holds a PhD in Islamic
Studies (Birmingham), and degrees in History of Religion (Baylor Universi‐
ty), and Poverty Reduction (London, SOAS). Some of his recent publications
include South Asian Sufis: Devotion, Deviation, and Destiny, (London: Con‐
tinuum, 2012; New Delhi, Bloomsbury 2017); “Anti-Saint or Anti-Shrine?:
Tracing Deobandi Disdain for Sufism in Pakistan,” in Sufism, Pluralism, and
Democracy, eds. Clinton Bennett and Sarwar Alam (Sheffield: Equinox,
2017); and Sir Sayyid and the Religious Foundations for a Pluralist Society,”
Sir Syed Ahmad Khan Muslim Renaissance Man of India: A Bicentenary
Commemorative Volume (New Delhi: Viva Books, 2016). His research inter‐
ests include Islam and Modernity, South Asia, Peace Building, Spiritual The‐
ology, and Scriptural Hermeneutics.
charlesramsey@fccollege.edu.pk

Sybille Reinke de Buitrago is researcher at the ITHF and at the Institute for
Peace Research and Security Policy at the University of Hamburg. She con‐
ducted her PhD on threat perceptions in US and German security policy. She
earned her BA and MA in International Affairs from American University in
Washington, DC. Her research is placed in the fields of international relations,
security policy and peace research. In particular, she focuses on processes of
identity, perception and discourse and how these interact and shape political
behavior. She has published among others in Global Affairs, the Journal of
Terrorism Research, the Journal of Strategic Security, and Asian Politics &
Policy.
sybille.rdeb@gmail.com
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Yahya Sabbaghchi was born in Tehran, Iran 1979. He is Assistant Professor
of Islamic Theology at Center of Islamic Knowledge and Humanities, Sharif
University of Technology in Tehran, Iran. He holds a PhD in Modern Theolo‐
gy (University of Qom, Iran) and a M.A. in Islamic Philosophy and Theology
(University of Qom). He also studied Islamic Jurisprudence and Islamic Mys‐
ticism in the Seminary of Qom. He earned his B.S. in Electrical Engineering.
He is the author of a chapter entitled “Starting a War: Advised or Forbidden?”
in "The Changing Places and Faces of War", edited by Sarah A. Wagner and
Peter Mario Kreuter, Inter-Disciplinary Press, 2014. He has also published
some articles in English and Persian, including: ‘Afterlife Punishment: perma‐
nent or temporary?’, ‘Fine Tuning Argument and God of Gaps’, ‘Global Islam
and the approaches to its promotion’, ‘Jizya: Compulsory or Voluntary? A Re‐
vision on the Concept of Jizya in Islam’, and ‘Rationality and Peace in Islam’.
His research interests include Islamic and Comparative Theology, Peace stud‐
ies, Islamic Jurisprudence and Sociology of Religion.
Sabbaghchi@Sharif.edu, ysabbaghchi@gmail.com

Heydar Shadi is research fellow at Sankt Georgen Graduate School of Phi‐
losophy and Theology in Frankfurt and Institute for Theology and Peace in
Hamburg, Germany. He is currently the director of a joint research project un‐
der the title of “Islamic peace ethics”.
Heydar Shadi was born in 1975 in Marand, Iran and studied philosophy and
classic (Islamic)liberal arts in Tabriz, Qom, and Tehran, Iran. He did his PhD
(2013) at Erfurt University, Germany on philosophy of religion in post-revolu‐
tionary Iran. He worked as lecturer and researcher at academic centers includ‐
ing Berlin-Bradenburgian Academy of Sciences and Tehran University of
Medical Sciences. His research interests include, among others: intercultural
philosophy, Islamic(ate) intellectual history, historiography and identity in the
Middle East.
Some of his recent publications are: “Charles Taylor's ethical critique on
modernity”, “Some methodological remarks on Islamic peace ethics”, "Episte‐
mology in Abdolkarim Soroush's philosophy", and “Globally post-colonialist
and locally colonialist: a critique on 'Iranian nationalist historiography'”.
heydarshadi@gmail.com
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Bianka Speidl graduated in History and Arab and Islamic studies from
Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Hungary. She earned her PhD in Islamic
Studies at the University of Exeter in May, 2015. In her dissertation she elabo‐
rated on the Conceptualisation of Power in Muhammad Husayn Fadlallah’s al-
Islam wa mantiq al-quwwa, under the supervision of Prof. Robert Gleave.
Currently she is a research fellow in a Research Group of Contemporary Reli‐
gious Culture pertaining to the Hungarian Academy of Sciences at the Univer‐
sity of Szeged, Hungary. She works as a Middle-East Analyst in the Budapest
based Migration Research Institute.
biaspeidl@gmail.com

Asfa Widiyanto is a senior lecturer at the State Institute for Islamic Studies
(IAIN) Salatiga, Indonesia. From March 2011 – May 2013, he undertook post‐
doctoral research at the department of political science at the University of
Marburg and the department of Islamic studies at the University of Bamberg,
which was sponsored by the Alexander von Humboldt-Foundation and super‐
vised by Prof. Dr. Claudia Derichs and Prof. Dr. Patrick Franke. He completed
his bachelor’s degree at the State Institute for Islamic Studies (IAIN) Surakar‐
ta and his master’s studies at Leiden University. His doctoral degree was ob‐
tained from the University of Bonn, under the supervision of Prof. Dr.
Stephan Conermann and Prof. Dr. Eva Orthmann. His current publications in‐
clude: Religious Authority and the Prospects for Religious Pluralism in In‐
donesia: The Role of Traditionalist Muslim Scholars; ‘The Reception of
Seyyed Hossein Nasr’s ideas within the Indonesian Intellectual landscape’;
‘Constitution, Civil Society and the Fight against Radicalism: The Experience
of Indonesia and Austria’; and ‘Salahuddin Wahid and the Defence of Minori‐
ty Rights in Contemporary Indonesia’.
asfa.widiyanto@googlemail.com
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