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In memory of Aart van Soest

Matian van Soest, born in 1984, is a social and cultural anthropologist with a re-
gional focus on Eastern Africa and a thematic interest in infectious diseases. He
works as scientific coordinator of the collaborative research center “Future Rural
Africa” at the Universities of Bonn and Cologne and is a member of the AG Medical
Anthropology of the German Anthropological Association.
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This book was accepted as dissertation thesis by the Faculty of Arts and Humani-
ties of the University of Cologne.

The dissertation was developed in the research project “GlobE - Wetlands in East-
Africa: Reconciling future food production with environmental protection” fun-
ded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research and the German
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (Funding Code:
031A250 A-H).
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