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to 2008 she completed her MD-PhD training at the LICR in Lausanne,
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in Sub-Saharan Africa. Assisting and leading research projects in Africa
since 1999, Stefanie has vast experience working with local research
and field teams, project managers, and international stakeholders
and implementing large-scale projects, including multidisciplinary
operational research studies and randomized clinical trials. As an im-
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group at the Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute. Together with
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provides nuanced insights into historical processes, emphasizing how
individual experiences intersect with larger socio-political transforma-
tions.
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terests from the US military to include the development, humanitarian,
and security sectors, peace operations, and counterterrorism agendas
and practice. She holds a PhD in American studies and an MA in politics
from New York University and was a postdoctoral fellow in global Amer-
ican studies at Harvard University. Since relocating to Switzerland, she
has taught at the University of Basel and the Geneva Graduate Institute,
and has been invited to speak to policymakers, military personnel, and
foreign diplomats across Europe on topics related to gender, peace, and
security. She is completing her first book, Gender is a Weapon: Liberalism,
Feminism, and the US Military, and lives in Basel with her husband, daugh-
ter, and cat.
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PhD at the University of Florida. Her postgraduate research focused on
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Forschungskredit postdoctoral fellowship from the University of Ziirich,
where she discovered a previously unknown extinction event during the
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extinctions during the Anthropocene and proposed a novel conservation
index to safeguard their functional diversity. In 2020, Catalina received
a five-year PRIMA grant from the Swiss National Science Foundation
to investigate the extinction mechanisms of sharks over the past 145
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University of Fribourg.

Macarena Toll-Riera did her PhD at the Universitat Pompeu Fabra
(2012), which included a predoctoral stay at the University of Pennsyl-
vania (2011). Then she did a first postdoc at the University of Oxford
and a second one at the University of Ziirich. In 2019 she received a
PRIMA grant from the Swiss National Science Foundation and started
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the molecular mechanisms underpinning their origin as well as their
evolution, using experimental and computational approaches.
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fessor at the department of psychology at the University of Fribourg
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competitive PRIMA grant from the Swiss National Science Foundation
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idator grant equivalent), which currently funds her research group, in
addition to other national and international grants. Petrds research
focuses on how the human brain creates our visual and multisensory
perception of the world both during intact sight and during blindness.
She has a daughter and lives in Zurich.
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