
Contents 

1. Introduction ..........................................................................9 

Part I: Theoretical background 

2. Volunteer tourism 
Critical reflection and state of the art ................................................ 21 

2.1 Outlining volunteer tourism .......................................................... 22 
2.2 Academic discussions on volunteer tourism .......................................... 27 
2.3 The agents of volunteer tourism ...................................................... 31 

2.3.1 Volunteer tourism providers ..................................................... 31 
2.3.2 Voluntourists .................................................................. 37 
2.3.3 Host communities ............................................................. 48 

2.4 Summary ........................................................................... 52 

3. The Shuar 
History, ethnographic accounts, and contemporary issues ........................... 55 

3.1 From colonization to the present ..................................................... 56 
3.2 The ’Shuar proper’ ................................................................... 63 
3.3 Residential patterns and livelihood ................................................... 65 
3.4 Sociality and social landscape ....................................................... 67 
3.5 Arútam: Spiritual power and the development of selfhood ............................. 70 
3.6 Current challenges .................................................................. 73 
3.7 Tourism in the ethnography of the Shuar ............................................. 73 
3.8 Summary ........................................................................... 75 

4. Case of study 
The community of Arútam and the history of FUNDECOIPA ............................77 

4.1 A walk through the village .............................................................77 
4.2 The community of Arútam ............................................................81 
4.3 A way to independence: The formation of FUNDECOIPA ................................ 82 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839410042-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.21, am 31.03.2026, 03:22:17. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839410042-toc


4.4 Structure and organization of the tourism projects .................................... 87 
4.5 Summary ........................................................................... 90 

5. Methods and positioning 
Reflections about the research process ............................................. 93 

5.1 Access to the field ................................................................... 93 
5.2 Methods and data collection ......................................................... 97 

5.2.1 Participant observation ........................................................ 98 
5.2.2 Qualitative interviews and informal conversations ............................. 100 
5.2.3 Quantitative data and document analysis ....................................... 101 

5.3 Position as researcher .............................................................. 102 

Part II: Empirical analysis 

Voluntourist and host community interactions and relations in focus ...................107 

A volunteer’s journey ................................................................... 109 

6. Routinizing volunteer tourism 
The organization of the volunteer encounter ........................................ 117 

6.1 Shaping the encounter with voluntourists ............................................ 118 
6.1.1 Schedules ..................................................................... 119 
6.1.2 Staff roles .................................................................... 121 
6.1.3 Spatial arrangements ..........................................................123 
6.1.4 Work activities ............................................................... 128 

6.2 Fostering experiences ...............................................................129 
6.2.1 Of nature .................................................................... 130 
6.2.2 Of Shuar culture .............................................................. 133 

6.3 Managing forms of conduct ..........................................................139 
6.4 Summary .......................................................................... 143 

7. Translating, asking, chatting 
Everyday communication between the Shuar community and voluntourists .......... 147 

7.1 Communicating in a polyglot context ................................................ 148 
7.2 Inquiring about the voluntourists and their background .............................. 154 
7.3 Shaping images of the self and of others in conversation .............................162 

7.3.1 Relationships with the natural environment .................................... 163 
7.3.2 Conversations about Shuar culture ............................................. 191 
7.3.3 Discussing extractivism, politics, and Indigeneity in Arútam .................... 208 

7.4 Summary .......................................................................... 255 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839410042-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.21, am 31.03.2026, 03:22:17. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839410042-toc


8. Building close relationships 
The affective dimensions of the volunteer tourism encounter ....................... 259 

8.1 Forming relations: Friendship and romance .......................................... 260 
8.2 Demonstrating friendships and networks ............................................ 268 
8.3 Summary .......................................................................... 274 

9. Discussion 
The agency of host communities in volunteer tourism .............................. 277 

9.1 Everyday strategies in the volunteer tourism encounter .............................. 278 
9.2 Motives for participation in volunteer tourism ....................................... 282 

10. Conclusion ........................................................................ 287 
10.1 Strategies and motives of engagement in volunteer tourism .......................... 289 
10.2 Life projects in Arútam ............................................................. 290 
10.3 Agency in the everyday: Contribution and future possibilities ......................... 292 
10.4 Afterthought ....................................................................... 294 

Reference list .......................................................................... 297 

List of abbreviations ....................................................................315 

Acknowledgements ...................................................................... 317 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839410042-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.21, am 31.03.2026, 03:22:17. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839410042-toc


https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839410042-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.21, am 31.03.2026, 03:22:17. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839410042-toc

