Rezensionen

hecho que una investigacion sincrénica es una especie de
“instantdnea”, y que sélo a través de repetidas investiga-
ciones a lo largo de un extenso periodo temporal es posi-
ble percibir las diferencias existentes entre las versiones.)

Si bien no existen bibliograffas sin lagunas ni auto-
res que no se mencionan, aunque hubiera sido necesario,
es de lamentar que en la obra de Goody no haya una re-
cepcion de Jan Assmann, quien también tiene tras de si
una dedicacién a temas similares, aunque a partir de otras
regiones y épocas, y que llega en cuanto a este aspecto
a conclusiones diferentes a las suyas. (Por lo demds, no
existe aqui recepcion de ninguna investigacion publicada
en alemdn, a lo cual ya nos han acostumbrado a la fuerza
la mayoria de los autores anglosajones.) Los resultados
de las investigaciones de Goody entran en colisién con
la perspectiva de Jan Assmann, para quien, en culturas
orales, la repeticion es una necesidad estructural, ya que
sin ella el proceso de la tradicionalizacién se derrumba-
ria, lo cual implicarfa el olvido (“Wiederholung ist hier
kein Problem, sondern eine strukturelle Notwendigkeit.
Ohne Wiederholung bricht der Prozess der Uberliefe-
rung zusammen. Innovation wiirde Vergessen bedeuten”;
Assmann, Das kulturelle Geddchtnis. Schrift, Erinnerung
und politische Identitit in friihen Hochkulturen. Miinchen
2000: 98, cursivas de J. A.). Frente a este concepto esen-
cialista de la narracién oral de los mitos, que no deben
ni pueden cambiar para seguir siendo vigentes, Goody
muestra que los cambios son intrinsecos en la oralidad,
y justamente esto define su creatividad. Por el contrario,
seria la escritura la que actda sobre la memorizacion: re-
citar “de memoria” parece ser una caracteristica de cultu-
ras con escritura (153).

Las conclusiones de Goody con respecto a las formas
de recitacion de este texto africano son para tener seria-
mente en cuenta con respecto a otras regiones y culturas.
Cabe preguntarse, por ejemplo, si son aplicables y en qué
medida a culturas orales de América del Sur o de Nue-
va Guinea, aunque no cabe esperar que se trate de “uni-
versales” presentes en todas las culturas orales. Pero atin
estamos lejos de disponer de suficientes investigaciones
a nivel diacrénico y, atin mds, de una comparativistica
entre estas regiones que permitiera responder a este in-
terrogante.

El valor de esta obra reside sobre todo en haber reu-
nido articulos publicados en medios muy diferentes y a
lo largo de mas de medio siglo, que inspiran a seguir re-
flexionando sobre estos temas. El lector interesado espe-
cificamente en las caracteristicas del relato del origen de
los LoDagaa deberd recurrir ademds a las publicaciones
especificas (Goody and Gandah [eds.], Une récitation du
Bagré. Paris 1981; A Myth Revisited. The Third Bagre.
Durham 2002). Maria Susana Cipolletti
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The two volumes reviewed here are part of a three vol-
ume series (entitled “Family, Kinship and State in Con-
temporary Europe”) that explores European kinship and
social security at a moment of massive political, econom-
ic, and demographic transformation. Funded mostly by
the European Union under its 6th framework research
program (Kinship and Social Security or KASS), the first
two volumes of this impressive interdisciplinary, multi-
national project ask how family and kinship networks
manage and provide mutual assistance in the post-wel-
fare era, particularly vis-a-vis aging family members and
children. Both volumes answer this question by boldly
intervening into debates usually left to economists, soci-
ologists, and political scientists.

The aim, as stated by the overall editor Patrick Heady,
is to complicate prevailing theories that all too often treat
family and kinship as epiphenomenal to larger econom-
ic and political forces — that is to say, as mere effects of
modernization (where new forms of economic life gener-
ate increased individualization) or as reactions to differ-
ent welfare regimes (which provide different incentives to
families who react, correspondingly, with something that
approximates economic rationality). Both volumes coun-
ter such economic and political determinism with a range
of studies that demonstrate that it is people’s culturally
and historically specific perceptions, thoughts, motives,
and feelings regarding family and care, shaped by but not
reducible to larger systems and institutions that ultimately
offer a central key towards understanding kinship and care
in post-welfare Europe today. Surveying Italy, Sweden,
Germany, France, Austria, Croatia, Poland, and Russia,
the case studies contained in these two volumes expert-
ly historicize and culturally embed the great diversity of
care networks that currently exist across Europe — a di-
versity that has replaced the relatively uniform European
landscape of family, marriage, and childbearing patterns
that existed until the 1970s and that hinged on the almost
universal prevalence of full male employment and the sta-
bility of marriage.

Hannes Grandits introduces the case studies in Vol. 1
with the compelling argument that culture is not some-
thing found merely on the local level, engrained in the
minuteness of everyday kinship practices, but instead also
something that can be found at the heart of welfare state
making itself. The building of 20th-century welfare states
was, after all, ideologically mediated in that these projects
entailed individual historical “cultures” of kinship that an-
imated and continue to animate not just the (re)produc-
tion of private but public life as well. The national level
studies presented in this volume expertly draw on exist-
ing sources of historical, sociological, and demographic
data, while the case studies presented in Vol. 2 are based
on original ethnographic research that was conducted by
research teams in nineteen urban and rural localities in the
eight countries mentioned above. While these local ethno-
graphic studies are to be read as corollaries to the national
studies presented in Vol. 1, the goal of “Family, Kinship
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