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involved in producing Sexile/Sexilio, plainly state that “decentering whiteness” 
(154) was one of the explicit goals of their work. The graphic novel testifies to 
the consistency with which they pursued this goal:  White U.S. Americans ap-
pear in exactly one panel in the form of U.S. soldiers greeting her boat when 
Adela first arrives in the U.S. (36). Other than that, white people are not shown 
as playing any kind of role in Adela’s life in the U.S. 

White people are not only decentered within the story world of the graphic 
novel, however, but also as its target audience. Sexile/Sexilio was published by 
Gay Men’s Health Crisis (GMHC) and AIDS Project Los Angeles (APLA) in 
2004 with the specific goal of serving as an HIV/AIDS education tool that would 
reach “the communities most affected by HIV (queer, black or Latina/o, working 
class poor) [... and that would] identify, honor, galvanize, and nourish the 
knowledge that already exists in affected communities while deploying that 
knowledge in a coordinated and sustained fashion” (Ayala et al., 152). Its com-
mitment to reaching Latinxs in particular is further emphasized by the fact that it 
was published as a bilingual flipbook in English and Spanish. Sexile/Sexilio is 
thus intentionally targeted primarily at people who share some of Adela’s expe-
riences. 

In the following chapters, I trace how Sexile/Sexilio not only decenters 
whiteness but also challenges white LGBTIQ narratives. In particular, I read 
Sexile/Sexilio as offering a disidentifcatory counter-narrative to the homonation-
alist discourses so popular among white people – regardless of their gender and 
sexuality – in the Global North. I believe that Sexile/Sexilio can teach its readers 
how to think and speak differently about the interconnectedness of 
cis_hetero_sexism, economic marginalization, racism, and nationalism in both 
the Global South and the Global North. Unlearning homonationalist discourses 
and learning new ways of conceptualizing the world is a rather central task fac-
ing (LGBTIQ) white people because homonationalist discourses serve to perpet-
uate and justify all sorts of racist violence against (LGBTIQ) People of Color. 

It is, however, important to recognize that Sexile/Sexilio was not written be-
cause the people involved in its production were particularly concerned about 
the white discourse of homonationalism per se. Sexile/Sexilio negotiations of 
homonationalism are a mere by-product of the fact that Adela’s life story navi-
gates a history that is unavoidably shaped by homonationalist discourses. While 
Sexile/Sexilio has important things to say about homonationalism, white readers, 
such as myself, who are the primary beneficiaries and promoters of homonation-
alism, are simply not its target audience. It is important to recognize that my 
primary interest in this chapter is in aspects of the comic that its creators were 
not primarily interested in. In what follows, I read Sexile/Sexilio from the per-
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