
Epilogue

“What do we have here?” says the librarian to her colleague sitting at the next table in the

university library office while looking at the book on top of the pile on her desk. “These

are the incoming new books thismonth. I’ve skim read them in recent days.The book on

top is about conflict escalation.” her colleague answers. “Okay, thank you.Unfortunately,

I can’t spare the time to browse into the book before we put in on our system. Could you

please tell me what it’s all about?Which conflicts? International conflicts, I mean, wars?

Or,as it’s not possible to escape the topic in themedia,maybe conflicts between thepolice

and those opposing anti-corona measures? Or conflicts in relationships of couples?”

The colleague goes over and picks up the book again. “Well, there are two case stud-

ies on periods prior to a violent conflict. One is about, um…, the time before the war in

northern Mali in 2011–2012, which is still ongoing, by the way.” then he pages up. “And

the other … is about the protests on Maidan, Kiev’s independence square, which ended

in deadly clashes. You remember?This took place by the turn of the year 2013/2014. And,

here, too, it has continued to this day. I only mention Crimea, Eastern Ukraine…”

“Oh yes, I remember the images of Maidan. It really looked like a war scene, in the

middle of the capital. Horrible!” The book is handed over again. “Let’s see, this is a dis-

sertation, right? Which discipline? Political Science? Okay, then let’s settle this quickly

and file it there.” Her colleague shakes his head. “But wait, it does not really match up

with the International Relations shelf in Political Science since it’s not about true global

conflicts, or is it?” “Well, as we stated a minute ago”, she returns, “both cases are still ac-

tive, they are global matters.Think about ongoing hostilities in Eastern Ukraine and the

military intervention in Mali.”

“Let’s try it with sociology”, her colleague interrupts the silence, “as I browsed

through the book, I repeatedly got caught by the name of Luhmann and his systems

theory. The book develops an approach to conflict research based on the analysis of

communication. But I’m not sure how the broad representation of case studies with

their somehow global background would be appropriate for the sociology shelf.” While

thinking about his suggestion, she takes the book and looks at the front cover. “Do you

understand what this world society thing is about? That’s not a very common term,

right?”

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839466384-016 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839466384-016 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


444 Richard Bösch: Observing Conflict Escalation in World Society

“Likewise. I’m not familiar with this notion.However, as far as I understood, the au-

thor tries tomake the point that communication is nowadays capable to reach every cor-

ner of the world. In this sense, although there are many competing developments pro-

cessing at different speeds around the globe,we can’t escape communicating in this very

sameworld and, in this sense, live in oneworld society that,by theway, continuously pro-

duces conflicts.” he responds while partly reading out from the book. “Wow, that sounds

quite straight! But how are we going to deal with it then?”

While themeeting of the two librarians continues, they exchange views on the other

books on the pile waiting to be put into the library system. Yet, the discussion about ‘Ob-

serving Conflict Escalation in World Society’ has inspired them to think about further

questions.Whomakes decisions on the orderingprinciples in our library?Shouldwe followafiling

system which is organised according to disciplines or topics? Or are there other models in-between?

Dowe need this kind of differentiation in a digital age at all?Whomay be interested in reading this

book?

Onherway home, the librarian thinks about herworkday. Spontaneously, the quota-

tion from Goethe she picked up while browsing through the book this morning crosses

her mind:

…whatever holds the world together in its inmost folds…
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