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Norman M. Klein, born in 1945, is professor in the School of Critical Studies at 
the California Institute of the Arts, and the author, for instance, of “The History of 
Forgetting: Los Angeles and the Erasure of Memory” (1997/2008) and “The Vatican 
to Vegas: The History of Special Effects” (2004), the multimedia historical nov-
el, “The Imaginary 20th Century” (2016), “Freud in Coney Island and Other Tales” 
(2006). A critic, urban and media historian, and novelist, he has written exten-
sively on the culture and politics of Los Angeles, on cinema, and on architecture.
Jens Martin Gurr, born in 1974, is a professor of British and Anglophone Literature 
and Culture at the University of Duisburg-Essen. He is co-founder and speaker 
of the Competence Field Metropolitan Research in the Universitätsallianz Ruhr 
(KoMet). His research areas include literary urban studies, theories and methods 
of urban and metropolitan research, model theory, literature and climate change 
as well as British literature of the 17th to the 21st centuries and contemporary US 
fiction.
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With original texts from the 1st edition of Norman M. Klein's “Bleeding Through: 
Layers of Los Angeles 1920-1986” published by Hatje Cantz Publishers (2003).  

The publication of this volume has been generously supported by the open access 
fund of the University of Duisburg-Essen administered by the University Library, 
by the University's Joint Center Urban Systems, and by the Dean's Office of the 
Faculty of Humanities of the University of Duisburg-Essen. 
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