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Ryan Bell is a writer, musician, educator, and PhD candidate in English
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and Environmental Rights, Digital and Environmental Humanities.

Michael Davidson is Distinguished Professor Emeritus at the Univer-
sity of California, San Diego. His work has focused on modern and
contemporary American poetry, gender and sexuality studies, disability
studies and deaf studies. His books on poetics include The San Francisco
Renaissance: Poetics and Community at Mid-Century (Cambridge U Press,
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and literary studies, and is the co-author of Contemporary Narratives of
Dementia: Ethics, Ageing, Politics (with Katsura Sako, 2019) and co-editor of
Contemporary Narratives of Ageing, Illness, Care (with Katsura Sako, 2022).
Her current work centres on two main areas: children’s literature and
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sentations of aging in recent innovative American poetry.
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how performance practices and theories can offer counter-narratives of
the dominant narrative of decline associated with ageing and produce
empowering images of old age.
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Tolkien's The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings and the ways in which these
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