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ABSTRACT: Organizing and providing access to the re-
sources on the Internet has been a problem area in spite of the
availability of sophisticated search engines and other software
tools. There have been several attempts to organize the re-
sources on the World Wide Web. Some of them have tried to
use traditional library classification schemes such as the Li-
brary of Congress Classification, the Dewey Decimal Classi-
fication and others. However there is a need to assign proper
subject headings to them and present them in a logical or hi-
erarchical sequence to cater to the need for browsing. This
paper attempts to describe an experimental system designed
to organize and provide access to web documents using a fac-
eted pre-coordinate indexing system based on the Deep Struc-
ture Indexing System (DSIS) derived from POPSI (Postulate
based Permuted Subject Indexing) of Bhattacharyya, and the
facet analysis and chain indexing system of Ranganathan. A
prototype software system has been designed to create a data-
base of records specifying Web documents according to the
Dublin Core and to input a faceted subject heading according
to DSIS. Synonymous terms are added to the standard terms
in the heading using appropriate symbols. Once the data are
entered along with a description and the URL of the web
document, the record is stored in the system. More than one
faceted subject heading can be assigned to a record depending
on the content of the original document. The system stores
the surrogates and keeps the faceted subject headings sepa-
rately after establishing a link. The search is carried out on
index entries derived from the faceted subject heading using
the chain indexing technique. If a single term is input, the sys-
tem searches for its presence in the faceted subject headings
and displays the subject headings in a sorted sequence reflect-
ing an organizing sequence. If the number of retrieved head-
ings is too large (running into more than a page) the user has
the option of entering another search term to be searched in
combination. The system searches subject headings already
retrieved and looks for those containing the second term. The
retrieved faceted subject headings can be displayed and
browsed. When the relevant subject heading is selected the
system displays the records with their URLs. Using the URL,
the original document on the web can be accessed. The proto-
type system developed in a Windows NT environment using

ASP and a web server is under rigorous testing. The database
and index management routines need further development.

Maja Žumer, Gerhard J.A. Riesthuis. (2002). Consequences
of Implementing FRBR: Are We Ready to Open Pan-
dora’s Box? Knowledge Organization, 29(2). 78-86. 24 refs.

ABSTRACT: The study Functional Requirements for Biblio-
graphic Records (FRBR) was commissioned by IFLA and pub-
lished in 1998. It defines the core functions of a catalogue (and
bibliographic records) as a gateway to information. For that
purpose an abstract entity-relationship model of a catalogue is
proposed. The FRBR model is revolutionary. The (computer)
catalogue is not seen as a sequence of bibliographic records
and a replica of the traditional card catalogue, but rather as a
network of connected entities, enabling the user to perform
seamlessly all the necessary functions. So far there has been
some theoretical discussion of the model and some limited
experiments, but there is a lack of research in how to imple-
ment this theoretical model in practice, in new-generation
catalogues. In this paper some reactions to the model are ana-
lysed. The main focus is on consequences of the model for the
OPAC interface design, particularly the searching functional-
ity and display of results.

Uri Miller, Ruth Teitelbaum. (2002). Pre-Coordination and
Post-Coordination: Past and Future Knowledge Organiza-
tion, 29(2). 87-93. 31 refs.

ABSTRACT: This article deals with the meaningful process-
ing of information in relation to two systems of information
processing: pre-coordination and post-coordination. The dif-
ferent approaches are discussed, with emphasis on the need
for a controlled vocabulary in information retrieval. Assigned
indexing, which employs a controlled vocabulary, is de-
scribed in detail. Types of indexing language can be divided
into two broad groups – those using pre-coordinated terms
and those depending on post-coordination. They represent
two different basic approaches in processing and information
retrieval. The historical development of these two approaches
is described, as well as the two tools that apply to these ap-
proaches: thesauri and subject headings.
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The more scientific data are generated in the impetuous pre-
sent times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended to
control these data in a retrievable fashion. With the abundance
of knowledge now available the questions of new solutions to
the ordering problem and thus of improved classification sys-
tems, methods and procedures have acquired unforeseen sig-
nificance. For many years now they have been in the focus of
interest of information scientists the world over.

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classifica-
tion was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the
numerous technical journals serving the experts of the various
fields such as

philosophy and science of science
science policy and science organization
mathematics, statistics and computer science
library and information science
archivistics and museology
journalism and communication science
industrial products and commodity science
terminology, lexicography and linguistics

Beginning 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION
(formerly INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION) has been
serving as a common platform for the discussion of both theo-
retical background questions and practical application prob-
lems in many areas of concern. In each issue experts from many
countries comment on questions of an adequate structuring and
construction of ordering systems and on the problems of their
use in opening the information contents of new literature, of
data collections and survey, of tabular works and of other ob-
jects of scientific interest. Their contributions have been con-
cerned with

(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering
theory/science, theoretical bases of classification, data
analysis and reduction)

(2) describing practical operations connected with indexing/
classification, as well as applications of classification sys-
tems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and meth-
odology

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classifi-
cation

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminology
in general and with respect to special fields.

Aims

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is meant to be a
programme for the improvement of classification methods and
processes, a forum for discussion for all those interested in the
organization of knowledge on a universal or a subject-field scale,
using concept-analytical and/or concept-synthetical approaches as
well as numerical procedures and comprising also the intellectual
and automatic compilation and use of classification systems and
thesauri in all fields of knowledge, with special attention being
given to the problems of terminology.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original arti-
cles, reports on conferences and similar communications, the
Newsletters of the International Society for Knowledge Organi-
zation (ISKO News) and the Committee on Classification Re-
search of the International Federation for Information and
Documentation (FID/CR News) as well as book reviews, letters
to the editor, and an extensive annotated bibliography of recent
classification and indexing literature, covering some 500 items in
each issue.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be
available at every university and research library of every coun-
try, at every information center, at colleges and schools of library
and information science, in the hands of everybody interested in
the fields mentioned above and thus also at every office for updat-
ing information on any topic related to the problems of order in
our information-flooded times.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in 1973 by
an international group of scholars with a consulting board of edi-
tors representing the world’s regions, the special classification
fields, and the subject areas involved. From 1974-1980 it was pub-
lished by K.G. Saur Verlag, München. Back issues of 1978-1992
are available from ERGON-Verlag, too.

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION has become
the official organ of the INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR
KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION (ISKO) and is included for
every ISKO-member, personal or institutional in the member-
ship fee (US $ 55/US $ 110).

Rates: From 2001 on for 4 issues/ann. (including indexes)
€ 98,- (forwarding costs included). Membership rates see above.
ERGON-Verlag, Grombühlstr. 7, GER-97080 Würzburg;
Phone: +49 (931) 280084; FAX +49 (931) 282872; E-mail:
ERGON-Verlag@t-online.de; http://www.ergon-verlag.de
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