
Acknowledgements

For the past few years, I have had the privilege of being part of a research

project while working for a museum; I was able to combine research and

practice on a day-to-day basis, and I am hoping my interest in, and passion

for, both activities shine through in this book. Of course the book is based on

my work, but I would not have been able to do this work without my research

participants: the wonderful people I interviewed for this study. I interviewed

museum practitioners and project facilitators whowere open and transparent

about their practices and ideas, and who allowed me to critically interrogate

some aspects of their work. I also interviewed former participants ofmuseum

projects to learn about their experiences and views on these projects, and

about the role they felt museums should play. I am incredibly thankful for

their input and for the open-hearted conversations, as well as for their trust

inmy ability to represent their reflections fairly and accurately.Their accounts

of migration are relevant for museums and the societies they serve, but so are

their accounts of the projects in which they were involved upon arrival. These

experiences are central to this research and have informedmy thoughts, ideas

and advice for museum work in the future. I can only hope that museum

practitioners take these reflections on board, so that future participants do

not face the same challenges.

I would not have been able to write this book without the support

of my supervisors Elisabeth Tietmeyer and Gertraud Koch. The practical

advice, time and support given by Elisabeth Tietmeyer steered me in the

right directions and challenged me to think about the reality of museum

work instead of its potential in theory. Gertraud Koch provided helpful

advice on my methodology and connected me with a network of PhD

researchers based at the University of Hamburg. The colloquia, discussions

and support from fellow students was very helpful throughout my thinking

and writing processes. This research project was part of POEM, a project

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839464113-001 - am 14.02.2026, 10:20:56. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839464113-001
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


10 The Aftermaths of Participation

on participatory memory practices funded through the EU’s Horizon 2020

programme, under the Marie Skłodowska-Curie grant agreement no. 764859.

The project focuses on participatory memory practices through research

into memory institutions, people and groups, and memory modalities.

This project is part of a ‘work package’ focused on memory institutions.

My colleagues in this research group – Franziska Mucha, Cassy Kist and

Inge Zwart – provided tremendous support through our weekly meetings,

their abundant creative energy and infinite great ideas. Together with

the fellows Anne Chahine, Asnath Kambunga, Jennifer Krückeberg, Elina

Moraitopoulou, Myrto Theocharidou, Quoc-Tan Tran, Angeliki Tzouganatou,

Lorenz Widmaier and Dydimus Zengenene, they were a source of inspiration

and encouragement throughout the pandemic. A big thank you to Samantha

Lutz and the rest of the POEM network for the support and the fruitful

conversations over the years.

I would also like to thank my colleagues at the MEK (Museum

Europäischer Kulturen), who have been supportive throughout the years it

took me to get here. They were always happy to take over some tasks if it

meant I could spend an extra hour writing my PhD, and they also acted

as my break from writing, as we discussed and planned museum projects

and exhibitions. Thanks also to Joel Scott, who copy-edited this book and

made sense of my writing, as we worked towards the finish line. Besides the

rich learning environment and supportive colleagues, I was surrounded by

new and old friends in Berlin, as well as being cheered on by friends in the

Netherlands and the UK. My thanks go to Millie Lijbers and Lotte Lepoutre

for the weekly phone calls and for always being there for me, and to Iris

Rodenburg for your excitement about this book, even before I had any idea if I

would be able to finish it.Thank you LianneMol for welcomingme to Berlin at

the start of this journey and for staying bymy side until the end. I would like to

thank my parents for the love and support that got me here, and my partner,

Marcus Chavasse, for the encouragement, proofreading, conversations, and

for the many meals that helped me complete this project.

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839464113-001 - am 14.02.2026, 10:20:56. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839464113-001
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

