
pop

THE FEAR  
OF KNOWING

SIMON SPIEGEL (ED.)

SPOILERS IN FILM, TV, LITERATURE  
AND GAMING CULTURE

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783988581150-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783988581150-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Simon Spiegel (ed.)

The Fear of Knowing
Spoilers in Film, TV, Literature and Gaming Culture

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783988581150-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783988581150-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


ROMBACH WISSENSCHAFT
POP: CULTURE |  MEDIA |  AESTHETICS

Edited by Daniel Illger and Christine Lötscher

Volume 3

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783988581150-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783988581150-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Simon Spiegel (ed.)

The Fear of Knowing
Spoilers in Film, TV, Literature and Gaming Culture

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783988581150-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783988581150-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


© Coverpicture: 
Mash-up: Vertigo (Vertigo – Aus dem Reich der Toten). Alfred Hitchcock, USA 1958 
(Blu-ray, Universal Studios 2021). Star Wars: Episode V – The Empire Strikes Back (Das 
Imperium schlägt zurück). Irvin Kershner, USA 1980 (DVD, Twentieth Century Fox 
Home Entertainment 2004). Planet of the Apes (Planet der Affen). Franklin J. Schaffner, 
USA 1968 (DVD, Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment 2006). Psycho. Alfred 
Hitchcock, USA 1960 (Blu-ray, Universal Studios 2017). Rosemary’s Baby (Rosemaries 
Baby). Roman Polanski, USA 1968 (DVD, The Criterion Collection 2012). Memento. 
Christopher Nolan, USA 2000 (DVD, Columbia TriStar Home Entertainment 2002). The 
Shining (Shining). Stanley Kubrick, GB 1980 (Blu-ray, Warner Brothers Entertainment 
2019). Twin Peaks (Das Geheimnis von Twin Peaks). Idee: David Lynch und Mark Frost, 
USA 1990–1991 (DVD, CBS Studios 2016). The Usual Suspects (Die üblichen Verdäch
tigen). Bryan Singer. USA  1995 (Blu-ray, Paramount Pictures 2016). Total Recall (Die 
totale Erinnerung – Total Recall). Paul Verhoeven. USA  1990 (Artisan Entertainment, 
Artisan Entertainment 1998). The Sixth Sense (The Sixth Sense – Der Sechste Sinn). M. Night 
Shyamalan. USA  1999 (DVD, Buena Vista Home Entertainment, o.J.) La jetée (Am 
Rande des Rollfelds). Chris Marker, FR 1962 (DVD, The Criterion Collection 2007). 

The pre-press of this publication was supported by the Swiss National Science 
Foundation for the promotion of scientific research.

The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the  
Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data  
are available on the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de

ISBN	 978-3-98858-114-3 (Print) 
	 978-3-98858-115-0 (ePDF)

1st Edition 2025

© Simon Spiegel (ed.) 
Published by  
Rombach Wissenschaft Verlag within Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft mbH & Co. KG 
Waldseestraße 3 – 5 | 76530 Baden-Baden 
www.nomos.de

Production of the printed version: 
Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft mbH & Co. KG 
Waldseestraße 3 – 5 | 76530 Baden-Baden

ISBN	 978-3-98858-114-3 (Print) 
	 978-3-98858-115-0 (ePDF)

DOI https://doi.org/10.5771/9783988581150

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution
– Non Commercial – No Derivations 4.0 International License.

Onlineversion
Nomos eLibrary

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783988581150-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783988581150-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


“The owls are not what they seem.”
(Twin Peaks)
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