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Harald Haendler: Synthetic description systems for accurate data 
identification and selection. Principles and methods of nutritional 
data banks. In: Int. Classif. 15 ( 1988) No. 2, p. 64-68, 14 refs. 

The peculiarities of numerical data as stored in and retrieved from 
nutritional data banks require highly efficient systems for data 
identification. The principles which have to be considered for 
establishing such systems are demonstrated by the methods 
applied in the International Network of Feed Information 
Centres. Most important is the principle of (systematic) synthesis, 
which has been used at two levels: (1)  to synthesize the entire in­
formeme/data unit by its constituents which arc the object, the 
property, and the conditions; and (2) by using a faceted descrip­
tion system (thesaurus) for the identification of feeds as the ob­
ject. The last one is based on semantic factoring of feed denomina­
tions, whereby the analysis/synthcsis follows strictly the structural 
relationship of the semantic components, which are identical with 
the essential characteristics of the object, and which belong to the 
six categories/facets: Origin, Parts, Process, Growth stage, Cut, 
and Grade. In addition to the description with descriptors of these 
facets, special identification systems are used for the properties 
(substances/values), and for the "individual" characteristics of the 
sample to enable a very prccise selection of data units for different 
purposes. (Author) 

Sukiasyan, E.R.:· Qlassification practice in the USSR. Current 
status and development trends. 
Int. Classif. 15 (1988) No. 2, p. 69-72 , 6 refs. 

Under the pertinent USSR National Standard the libraries and in­
formation centers in the USSR use simultaneously four universal 
classification systems; each having definate functions and spheres 
of application. The problems of interaction of the classification 
systems are studied in the present article. Special emphasis is put 
on the Library-Bibliographical Classification (LBC) and its vari­
ants and editions as being used in the overwhelming majority of 
Soviet libraries. The great possibilities of LBC application from 
the point of view of automatic searching are discussed. Author 
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Gouicdo, L.: The Swedish Socio-Economic Classification: 
Rationale and fields of application. lnt. Classif. 15 (1988) No. 2, 
p. 73-84, 6 refs. 

In social and demographic studies it is almost mandatory to use 
classifications by socio-cconomic charactcristics to describe differ­
ent population groups. Such characteristics can provide key link­
ages between different statistical systems for studies of various 
sub-groups. Indicators of this kind have proved to be of value in 
predicting behaviours, attitudes, motives etc., ego regarding 
socialization process, educational selection and achievement pro­
cesses, and occupational role performances. 
In Sweden several socio-economic classifications havc been used. 
This paper has as its prime purpose to disscminate the achieve­
ments made by Statistics Sweden in developing a new classifica­
tion scheme, the 1982 Swedish Socia-Economic Classification. 
Furthermore, the paper contains examples of application of this 
scheme to various statistical materials - hcreby illustrating in 
some sense social 'class' structures (regarding, for instance, or­
ganizational activities, party preferences) in the Swedish society 
today. (Author) 

Humphreys, B.L.:  Unified Medical Language System: Progress 
Report. lnt. Classif. 15 (1988) No. 2, p. 85-86 

The National Library of Medicine (NLM) supports the establish­
ment of a Unified Medical Language System (UMLS) in order to 
overcome the lack of precise link among related biomedical infor­
mation in different automated systems. The goal is not to impose 
a single medical vocabulary on all users and systems, but to make 
the myriad of classifications of medical knowledge invisible to the 
user while providing a single logical path to a broad range of 
biomedical information sources. The report describes the UMLS 
knowledge sources, its features, the results of six contractor re­
ports, and the NLM contributions. (Ace. to Author) 
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INTERNAllONtlt aA$lRrATlON 
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the abundaflce of knowledge ·nOw available the questions of 
new solutions to the ordering problem and thus of im­
proved classification Sfstems, methods and procedures have 
acqu1red unforeseen 5 gn1ficance. for many years now the)' 
have been in the focus of interest. of information scien­
tists the world over. 
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Beginning 1974 INTER N A TIO N A L  CLA SSIfI C A TIO N hAS 
been serving as a common platform for the discussion of 
both theoretical background questions and practical appli­
cat10n problems in many areas of concern. In each issue 
experts from many countries comment on questions of an 
adequate structuring and construction of ordering systems 
and on' the problems of thefr use , in opening the informa­
tion contents of new lfterature, of data collections and sur­
veys. of tabular works and of other objects of scientific 
interest. 
Their contributions have been concerned with 
(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general order­

ing theory. science-theoretical bases of classification. 
data analyses and reduct1on) 

(2) describing practical operations connected with numeri­
cal taxonomy/classificat1on. as well as appl1c,atfons of 
classification systems and thesauri. manual and machine 
indexing 

(3) tr�cing the history of classification knowledge and me­
thodology 

(4) discussing questions of education and training in clas­
sification 

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminolo­
gy in general and with respect to special fields. 
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