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PREFACE

THIS MONOGRAPH HAS been over a decade in the making and is therefore in many
ways a collaborative project. The contribution of a widely flung network of friends and
colleagues is vital to any project as large as this. To them all I would like to express my
thanks.

I am very grateful to my editor Anna Henderson and managing editor Becky
Straple-Sovers for their expert support, and to Amanda Power, the editor of the series
in which it appears, for improving my writing immeasurably. All remaining faults are
of course my own. For the opportunity to publish this monograph in full open access,
and for the early career rewards associated with my membership, I am indebted to
the Australian and New Zealand Association for Medieval and Early Modern Studies
(ANZAMEMS) and the committee of the Arc Humanities Award for Original Research.
My thanks also go to the reviewers and editors for their constructive criticism at vari-
ous stages of this book’s production.

Many friends and colleagues have read chapters, or contributed to my progress
with advice, help, and debate. They include Tina Bawden, Anna Boreczky, Claire
Burridge, Ainoa Castro Correa, Pierre Chambert-Protat, David Defries, Ilya Dines,
Carlotta Dionisotti Mateusz Fafinski, Roy Flechner, Sarah Gilbert, Thom Gobbitt,
Zachary Guiliano, Matthew Holford, Rutger Kramer, Emmanuelle Kuhry, Meg Leja, Ana
de Oliveira Dias, James Palmer, Carine van Rhijn, Evina Steinova, Mariken Teeuwen,
Baudouin Van den Abeele, Graeme Ward, and Charles West.

[ owe a great deal to mentors and friends, whose advice and conversations through
the long and precarious postdoctoral lifetime of this book were invaluable. I am par-
ticularly thankful to Jo Story and Erik Kwakkel for their mentorship and generosity
with their time. In addition, I am grateful to Sinéad O’Sullivan and Kristina Odenweller
for their support.

The research for this book was based on my doctoral work, which was supervised
by Rosamond McKitterick. I am deeply grateful for her encouragement and support,
faith in my ability, and infallible guidance. I am likewise grateful to Teresa Webber,
whose training taught me compassion, integrity, and rigour, as well as to David Ganz,
for his continuing intellectual generosity and friendship.

My original research was made possible by Arts and Humanities Research Coun-
cil UK funding. In addition, I would like to thank Trinity Hall, the University of Cam-
bridge Faculty of History Trust Funds, the London Bibliographical Society, and the
Monumenta Germania Historica Institute in Munich for major grants towards archival
research and travel.

No manuscript-based work is possible without the librarians and archivists who
curate the collections. For their expert assistance and friendly welcome, I owe thanks
to Florian Mittenhuber of the Bern Burgerbibliothek; Charlotte Denoél of the Bib-
liothéque nationale de France; Gerlinde Strauf of the Herzog August Bibliothek in
Wolfenbiittel; Don Faustino Avagliano of the Archivio dell’Abbazia in Montecassino;
Sabine Bachofner of the Stiftsbibliothek St. Gallen; and the librarians of the Biblioteca
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Apostolica Vaticana, the Bibliothéque municipale in Orléans, the Bibliothéque royale
de Belgique, the Bodleian Library in Oxford and the Parker Library of Corpus Christi
College in Cambridge. Finally, these acknowledgements would not be complete with-
out a note of thanks to Jason Jewell and Anne Simon, who originally fostered my love
of reading and the past.

Over the years, a significant contribution to this book has been made by the Twit-
ter medievalist community, which has frequently found images, participated in inspir-
ing and productive discussions, and even supplied hard-to-find literature. It has been
a joy to participate in this community.

However, this book would still never have been finished if not for the unfailing and
unselfish support, encouragement even during the most challenging times, unstinting
love and managerial talent of my partner, Nik Myers. I dedicate it to him. He has to
read it now.
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