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Editorial

Since the 18th century, society is world society. The book series documents research
that explores this hypothesis, with particular focus on the polity, the system of reli-
gion, world science and higher education as four global function systems. All these
systems are based on inclusion, that is everybody can and should participate in
them; they are all responsive in observing their environments and identifying prob-
lems of society and producing problem solutions. They are all extremely diversi-
fied and at the same time claim to be singular: Studies on the genesis of these sys-
tems and the global comparison of function systems make the unity and diversity
of world society visible. Which are the societal problems that can only be solved by
the polity, religion, science and by universities?

The series is edited by Adrian Hermann, David Kaldewey and Rudolf Stichweh.

Philipp Riickheim is an associate member of the Department for Comparative
Research on Democracies at Forum Internationale Wissenschaft of Rheinische
Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitit Bonn, where he completed his doctorate. He stud-
ied sociology and economics in Lucerne, Friedrichshafen, Bielefeld and Beijing.
His research focuses on the sociocultural evolution, world society and the political
sociology of nationalism. He also works in the construction industry.
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