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Akteurinnen für urbanen Ungehorsam is an interdisciplinary city research

collective currently focusing on geographies and embodiments of invisible

digital infrastructures and urban gig work.While we combine experience and

expertise in fields such as architecture, communication design, and political

and urban studies, our toolbox is based on critical feminist thinking as well

as ethnographic research methods. With it, we tackle questions of cities in

crisis, forms of dwelling, and ideas of future urban life. Currently, we do this

mainly in and around Hamburg, Germany, as well as online.

Sybille Bauriedl is professor of geography with a focus on political ecology at

the Europa-Universität Flensburg, Germany. Her research projects deal with

local energy transition, platform urbanism, smart mobility, geographies of

coloniality, and climate justice. She is a member of the German academy for

territorial development, is engaged in interdisciplinary networks of energy

geography and feminist geography, and is involved in the right to the city

movement in Hamburg.

Rabea Berfelde is a PhD candidate in the Department of Media, Communica-

tions, and Cultural Studies at Goldsmiths, University of London. Her doctoral

thesis, based on field research in Berlin, analyses the reconfiguration of labor

and urban space under financialized digital capitalism.

Filippo Bignami is senior researcher and lecturer at the University of Applied

Sciences of Southern Switzerland – LUCI (Labour, Urbanscape and CItizen-

ship) research area. He holds a PhD in political and social sciences. Among

scientific appointments, he has been external scientific consultant for the

United Nations International Labour Organization (UN-ILO) and project-vis-

iting professor at the Asia-Europe Institute, State University of Malaya, Kuala

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839459645-019 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839459645-019
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


298 Platformization of Urban Life

Lumpur,Malaysia. His main scientific interest and expertise is in citizenship,

social, and political theories, including applied studies on citizenship policies

and education, urban transformation, and mega-events. He has coordinated

many European and international research projects in this field.

Yana Boeva is a postdoc researcher at the Department of Social Sciences and

the Cluster of Excellence Integrative Computational Design and Construction for

Architecture (IntCDC), University of Stuttgart. Her current research explores

the transformation of design, architectural practice, and different user per-

ceptions through computation and automation.

KathrinBraun is research coordinator at the Center for Interdisciplinary Risk

and Innovation Studies and postdoc researcher at the Department of Social

Sciences, University of Stuttgart. She is a political scientist by training and

her research focuses on Critical Biopolitics Studies, Science and Technology

Studies, and Interpretative Policy Analysis. She is also co-editor of Critical

Policy Studies.

EmmaDowling is tenure track professor for the sociology of social change at

the University of Vienna, Austria. Previously she has held positions in the UK

and Germany. Her research interests include social change and social justice;

the financialization of the social; welfare state restructuring; labor, emotions,

and affect. Her most recent work asks what our economy looks like when

viewed from the perspective of care, charting the material conditions that

shape its configurations. She is the author of The Care Crisis – What Caused It

and How CanWe End It? (2021, Verso Books).

Yannick Ecker is researcher and PhD student at Martin-Luther-University

Halle-Wittenberg, Germany with a focus on urban geographies of precariza-

tion and digitalization.His research engages with the impacts of platformiza-

tion on the production of space, social justice as well as gender arrange-

ments and labor regimes. He has studied Urban Geographies at Humboldt-

University, Berlin and is a former junior fellow of the Elisabeth-List-Program

for Gender Research at University of Graz, Austria.

Andreas Exner is operational manager of the RCE Graz-Styria – Centre for

Sustainable Social Transformation, University of Graz. Participating in and

coordinating transdisciplinary research projects on alternative economies
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and urban development, he focuses on social ecological transformation,

including publications on Solidarity Economies and the Commons.

Yvonne Franz is an urban geographer at the University of Vienna. Her re-

search interests lie in the fields of neighborhood development, urban arrival

spaces, migration, housing market transition, and social innovation. She is

also member of the interdisciplinary research platformThe Challenge of Urban

Futures and the co-director of the postgraduate course in Cooperative Urban

and Regional Development at the Postgraduate Center, University of Vienna.

Katalin Gennburg is a directly elected member to the Berlin House of Repre-

sentatives for the district Treptow and the party DIE LINKE. due to the elec-

tions in 2016 and 2021. She is the spokesperson for urban development, envi-

ronment, and tourism for the parliamentary group of DIE LINKE. and stud-

ied Metropolitan Studies at the TU Berlin. Her topics include: right-to-the-

city movements, land and real estate policy, and the reclamation and repoliti-

cization of public space and the public sphere, particularly in a digital age.

Kiley Goyette is a doctoral candidate in human geography at the University

of Toronto, Canada. Her current research focuses on direct and indirect plat-

formmediation in the tourism accommodation and cleaning industries, with

a focus on cleaning work for short-term rentals.

Naomi C. Hanakata is an assistant professor at the National University of

Singapore and co-founder of a research and planning practice based in Sin-

gapore. Her work focuses on the research and development of adaptive plan-

ning strategies to deal with uncertainties and dynamic urban futures in urban

development and planning. Addressing challenges of planetary urbanization,

decarbonization, decentralization of resources, and digitalization in spatial

production and planning practice are central in her work towards sustainable

and equitable urban futures.

ThomasHöflehner is a geographer and sustainability researcher andworks as

a postdoc researcher at the RCE Graz-Styria – Centre for Sustainable Social

Transformation, University of Graz, Austria. His research focuses on inter-

and transdisciplinary transition initiatives, integrated neighborhood devel-

opment, participatory urban and regional development as well as cooperative

innovation and change processes.
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Marisol Keller is a PhD candidate and member of the labor geography group

at the University of Zurich, Switzerland. Her autoethnographic research on

the gig economy focuses on the social, spatial, and temporal working arrange-

ments emerging in platform-mediated labor in Switzerland. She is also en-

gaged in the communityWork of the Digital Society Initiative at the University

of Zurich which brings together scholars across disciplines to examine how

technological advances and other forces are changing the world of work.

Vicky Kluzik works as a research associate in the Biotechnologies, Nature,

and Society research group at the Institute of Sociology at Goethe University

Frankfurt. Her research and teaching interests span from social theory, po-

litical economy, science and technology studies (STS) to cultural geography,

with a specific focus on feminist and postcolonial theories to examine con-

temporary political, economic, and ecological crises in an interdisciplinary

manner.

Astrid Krisch studied spatial planning and currently works as a researcher

with a focus on critical infrastructure studies at TU Wien and Vienna Uni-

versity of Economics and Business. Her research projects deal with different

forms of established and newly emerging infrastructure systems, social-eco-

logical transformations, climate change research, urban and regional devel-

opment policy, and urban governance. Currently she is working on her PhD,

where she investigates the connection of infrastructure development and ur-

ban planning from an institutionalist perspective.

Cordula Kropp is professor of sociology with a focus on science and tech-

nology studies at the University of Stuttgart, Germany. Her research projects

deal with sustainability-oriented, sociotechnical transformation processes

and their participatory and risk-sensitive organization, especially in infra-

structure sectors such as mobility, energy, water, and architecture. She is a

lead PI in the cluster of excellence Integrative computational design and construc-

tion for architecture (IntCDC) in Stuttgart and member of the Sustainability

Advisory Board in Baden-Württemberg, Germany.

Boris Michel is professor of digital geography at the University Halle-

Wittenberg, Germany. His main research interests are in critical cartography

and counter-mapping as well as urban studies. One current research project

is interested in the relation between urban platform capitalism and open
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geodata. He is a co-founder and co-editor of the open-access journal sub\ur-

ban.

Barbara Orth is a research associate and PhD candidate at the Department of

Geography at Free University (FU) Berlin. Her dissertation work explores dig-

ital platforms as migration infrastructures, particularly in the realm of repro-

ductive services. Prior to joining FU, she conducted research on queer support

structures in Berlin’s labor market and labor market access for refugees and

asylum seekers. Barbara holds a BA in International Relations, University of

East Anglia and a MSc in Refugee and Forced Migration Studies, University

of Oxford.

Maartje Roelofsen is a postdoc researcher in the Department of Economics

and Business at the Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Spain. Her work has

been concerned with the digital transformations of urban space, home and

everyday life, tourism, and hospitality labor.

Susanne Schröder-Bergen is a research associate and doctoral candidate spe-

cializing in political geography at Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-

Nürnberg.Her research interests include the critical cartography and political

economy of global open-source map and knowledge projects such as Open-

StreetMap.

Anke Strüver is professor of human geography with a focus on urban studies

at the University of Graz, Austria. She conducts research on urban everyday

life with a focus on embodiment related to health, mobility, food, and digital-

ization. She is also head of the research group urban HEAP (urban health and

everyday activities take place) and the RCE Graz-Styria – Centre for Sustainable

Social Transformation, University of Graz. The center’s work comprises six

fields of action, all of them based on connecting social justice with ecological

sustainability in urban contexts.

ChristianeTristl is a postdoc researcher in economic geography at theUniver-

sity of Bonn, Germany. From the perspective of science and technology stud-

ies, social studies of infrastructure, and marketization studies, her research

focuses on North-South relations, globally circulating (digital) technologies,

the marketization of (public) services, and the increasing influence of private

companies in global policymaking.

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839459645-019 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839459645-019
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


302 Platformization of Urban Life

HenkWiechers is an urban and regional geographer working on platform ur-

banism, smartmobility, and local energy transition.He is interested in critical

urban studies, political ecology, geographies of homelessness, and the digital-

ization of infrastructures. In addition to that he specializes in working with

ethnographic research methods.
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