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Summary

Elmar Kos: A ghost within Internet - the subject and its responsibility in
the face of hypertextuality

In the face of new technical possibilities developed by the Internet, ethics
at present are speechless. This may be mainly due to the fact that central
elements of the ways of ethical thinking seem to be no longer structually
plausible. Thus, hypertextuality very often is explained by so-called cen-
tral postmodern terms ('difference’, Rhizom). These terms were especial-
ly developed, however, to evade the subject and its responsiblity. But it
turns out that these ideas concerning the phenomenon to be explained,
lead into a dead end. The problems of these theories could be solved by
constituting meanings which allocate individual hypothectical sense.
Thus, the subject will be kept for active language by the unquestionable
individuality of every usage of language. This approach can also be trans-
ferred to the phenomenon of hypertextuality. One can be just to the
phenomenon of hypertextuality only by introducing the subject as unde-
niable authority. This leads to ethical consequences which here only can
be indicated concerning the meaning of public and the handling of pro-
grams claiming to be partners in communication (,bots‘).

Ulrike Volimer: Finding a Mirror - Redemption in the Films of Jane
Campion

The paper ,Einen Spiegel finden - Erlésung in den Filmen von Jane
Campion“ (Finding a Mirror - Redemption in the Films of Jane Campion)
discusses Campion’s films ,An Angel at My Table“, ,The Piano" and
»The Portrait of a Lady" with regard to their theological implications.
Initially, the films are considered individually on the basis of a detailed
analysis of each film. From a theological perspective, the metaphor of the
mirror takes on a particularly important role, as it is employed by Campi-
on to show that the process of finding oneself is only possible in relation
to a counterpart. Furthermore, the discussions of the films try to esta-
blish that Campion sees redemption also as a bodily reality.

The basis for a comparison of the films with theological statements of
the late 20th century, referring to redemption, is thus created. Based
mainly on the theology of the Catholic theologian Gisbert Greshake, this
comparison uncovers - apart from parallels between the films and theolo-
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SUMMARY

gy - above all the absence of a bodily dimension in theology’s understan-
ding of redemption.

Ottmar John: Missionary Work and the Internet

Ever since the Second Vatican Council, the media are considered as an
important means of Evangelization. Due to the rapid development in this
field and the existence of the internet as a universal medium, it is neces-
sary to re-examine mass media and its relationship to the Church and to
missionary work: How can the Gospel be preached in a medium characte-
rized by a loss of territories and a new experience of space and time
conveying neognostic interpretations of human life by raising the impres-
sion of virtual existence? This problem applies especially to internet
users who ,go on line“ and ,surf the net” without any clear intention or
interest. The following article, therefore, deals with the fact that the
Church must be conscious to use the internet as a means of improving
interpersonal communication and understanding, thus converting it to its
actual and natural purpose. Furthermore, the Church should present the
promise of everlasting life in such a content-oriented and aesthetic way
that it refers to real life which is performed in the union of body and soul
according to the Christian and biblical perception of mankind.
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