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IN MY FIRST article on the subject of trans bibliography, [ narrated a ver-
sion of my journey into thinking about this field. In it I mentioned several
people who [ want to thank again here: Silvia Elsner first asked me how
my personal identity related to my academic research, a question that has
lingered with me for over a decade. Gabrielle M. W. Bychowski’s powerful
presentations, especially at the International Congress on Medieval Studies
(Kalamazoo) in 2018, made me feel a part of something, without yet know-
ing what my part might be. I have been lucky to watch premodern trans
studies grow and to be shaped by the scholars who contribute to it.

Kate Ozment and Lisa Maruca first gave the ideas in this book wings.
They shepherded my initial article on the subject to press, and their valu-
able feedback opened up the questions I treat here. Sarah Pyke and Malcolm
Noble made room for me at the first “Queer Bibliography” conference in
2023, and in doing so they gave me the gift of community, both intellectual
and platonic. That community has opened up many venues where the ideas
presented here have been workshopped and tested. I thank the organizers
and the audiences of the 2024 conference, the Oxford Bibliographical Soci-
ety, and the Harvard “Symposium on Trans/Queer Approaches to Biblio-
graphy and Book History,” especially Adam Smyth, Kadin Henningsen, Car-
lisle Yingst, Colton Valentine, Molly Schwartzburg, Deidre Lynch, and Ana
Parejo Vadillo. The 2024 conference at UCLA was hosted by California Rare
Book School, who I must also thank for facilitating my course, “Queer Biblio-
graphies.” My students were brilliant, incisive, and many of them hugely
over-qualified: it was a privilege to learn with them.

The reception for this work has been astonishing. I am grateful to the
medievalists who have welcomed the project and been such thoughtful
interlocutors. I owe special thanks to the organizers and audiences of the
Cambridge Medieval Research Seminar and the London Manuscript Seminar,
Rebecca Field, David Rundle, and Julia Crick. Orietta Da Rold offered gener-
ous feedback, and I hope that my discussion here does justice to the import
of our conversation. Daniel Wakelin and Alexandra Gillespie have been my
constant supporters. My work has benefitted from the scholars who received
it with enthusiasm and took it to new and interesting places: Sonja Drimmer,
Kathleen Kennedy, Bridget Whearty, and especially the student readers who
embraced it (and Marion Turner, Anna Wilson, and Dylan Lewis, who I know
facilitated their engagement in the classroom). Michael Sargent has been
generous with his ideas, work, and images. And of course, I am indebted to
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Johanna Green, who was a creative, adventurous, and thoughtful scholar, a
kind mentor, and a constant encouragement.

My colleagues and students at the University of Georgia have been
patient with my questions and helpful in their responses to them. Cynthia
Turner Camp is realistic, enthusiastic, and can always find an answer. Sujata
Iyengar, Anne Meyers Devine, Miriam Jacobson, and the audience and guests
of the 2023 Symposium on the Book, including Jennifer Low and Suzanne
Coley, listened to an early version of the ideas presented here when I had
barely arrived. The hard work of my graduate students and the keen inter-
est of my undergraduates have been a helpful reminder of the stakes of the
argument. [ am proud of them.

The process of securing image permissions is often maligned (and
rightly so). It went smoothly in this case, primarily due to the expert assis-
tance of library workers. Ulrike Polnitzky at the Austrian National Archive
was quick, clear, and very helpful, as was Krzysztof Adamiec at Lambeth
Palace. Howard Doble at The London Archives was generous with his time
and resources. Helena Mrkvanova, Véra Slavikova, and Veronika Sklenarova
made sure communication between departments of the National Library of
Czech Republic was efficient and easy. I am thankful that the British Library
has streamlined its processes, and to Katerina Borisova for helping me navi-
gate them. I have benefitted from open access initiatives at the Austrian
National Library, the Bibliothéque nationale de France, the Bodleian Library,
and the German Federal Archives.

Anna Henderson, at Arc Humanities, approached me with a totally dif-
ferent project in mind. She did not get what she expected from me, but she
understood my vision and was committed to getting it to the finish line.
Tania Colwell has been a thorough production manager, making the process
smooth and my prose better. | am grateful to Elaine Treharne for includ-
ing me in the Book Cultures series. Dot Porter’s reader’s report offered the
right degree of incisive encouragement to energize me in my revisions. Sian
Echard was generous with her words and her time, and without her this
book would cost a lot more. All remaining deficits are, of course, my own.

Finally, my family and friends have learned to perfectly balance their
displays of interest and disdain for my endeavour. [ am grateful that my
wife understands my crunch points and is able to show me patience in
critical moments. My garden has been a (sometimes welcome) distraction.
Hannah Ryley, Alexandra Paddock, Emily Dolmans, and Jessica Henderson,
Una Creedon-Carey and Claire Payne have helped manage my sanity. Sidney
Herbert (Berbert) has been no help at all.
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