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Legal Responsibility 
for Illegal Fishing

IUU Fishing and the Obligations 
of Vessel Owner States

Pieter van Welzen

A West African Perspective

Studies in International Law of the Sea and Maritime Law  
Internationales Seerecht und Seehandelsrecht 16

This book analyses the question whether 

states whose nationals are benefi cial owners 

or operators of vessels engaged in illegal fi sh-

ing (vessel owner states) in a foreign Exclusive 

Economic Zone (EEZ) have an obligation to 

act against such nationals, with a focus on 

the situation in West Africa, one of the worst 

aff ected regions. It reviews the international 

legal regime that applies to fi sheries in an EEZ 

and considers various sources of internation-

al law as well as state practice, including the 

rules of the European Union and the USA, that 

support the argument that there is such an 

obligation. Suggestions are given as to how 

vessel owner, coastal and fl ag states can give 

eff ect to this obligation.
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Legal Pathways to Sustainable Soil 
Management in Africa

Oliver C. Ruppel | Harald Ginzky | Ruda Murray (eds.)

Insights from Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, 
Uganda and Zambia

This publication is based on a project funded 

by the German Federal Ministry for Econom-

ic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) on a 

‘Model Law for Sustainable Soil Management 

in Africa’. One of the key fi ndings of the re-

search underscores the urgent need for more 

comprehensive soil protection laws and co-

ordinated eff orts to tackle the root causes of 

soil degradation in Africa. It highlights legal 

pathways to improve soil management and 

ensure the long-term sustainability of Africa’s 

soil resources. The book provides an in-depth 

analysis of soil protection eff orts across vari-

ous African countries, including Botswana, 

Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Kenya, Madagascar, 

Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, South Afri-

ca, Uganda, and Zambia.
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