
 203 

10. Appendix 

10.1. Overview of Items Included in the Literature Review 
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10.2. Overview of Items Used in the Study 

Process preferences: In the following question we would like to know more about 

your political preferences. Citizens hold different preferences regarding how politi4

cal decisions should be made in democratic systems. Please answer according to the 

following scale, how import 

ant you consider the following preferences. The scale ranges from 1 (not important 

at all) to 7 (very important). How important is it for you, that… 

… political parties sometimes concede a point to the other side? [�������] 

… politicians give consideration to diverging interests when searching for solutions?     

     [�	
�	�����
�
] 

… political decisions are based on compromises? [�������	
�] 

… political problems are solved as fast as possible? [��
�] 

… political decision4making processes are simple and short? [
	����������

] 

… politicians do avoid delays when making political decisions? [�
�	�������
] 

… politicians are decisive and force their points? [��������	��
] 

… one political side is able to put their plans through? [��������
��������] 

… certain politicians could give hierarchical orders, if a decision has to be taken?   

     [�	������	���������
] 

… politicians tread each other with respect. [��
����] 

… politicians treat each other fairly. [��	�] 

… there are no losers of political decisions. [�����
��
] 

… political actors give clear orders as to how to proceed further after a decision has  

     been taken. [�����������
] 

… political decisions are not hampered by quarrels between political parties.  

     [����������
] 

… political decisions are not hampered by power struggles. [���������
�������
] 

… political opponents do not insist on their opinions. [������
	
�����] 

 

(Given in parentheses are denotations of variables in figures and tables.) 

�

Process perceptions:  

Now we would like to know how, in your opinion, political decisions are actually 

made in Switzerland. Please answer according to the following scale and indicate to 

what extent the following statements on political decision4making processes in 

Switzerland, in your opinion, apply or not apply. The scale ranges from 1 (does not 

apply at all) to 7 (fully applies).  

Political parties sometimes concede a point to the other side. [�������] 

Politicians give consideration to diverging interests when searching for solutions.  

[�	
�	�����
�
] 

In Switzerland political decisions are based on compromises. [�������	
�] 

In Switzerland political problems are solved as fast as possible. [��
�] 

Political decision4making processes in Switzerland are time4consuming.* [
	�����

�����

] 
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