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Abstract: Riley’s survey (2010) of metadata standards for
cultural heritage collections represents a rare attempt to
classify such standards, in this case according to their
domain, community, function and purpose. This paper
reports on a survey of metadata standards with particular
functions, i.e. those of schemas and vocabulaties, but that
have been published online for any domain or commu-
nity (and not just those of the cultural heritage sector). In
total, 53 schemas and 328 vocabularies were identified as
within scope, and were classified according to their sub-
ject coverage and the type of warrant used in their re-
ported development, i.e. resource, expert or user warrant,
or a combination of these types. There was found to be a
general correlation between the coverage of the schemas
and vocabularies. Areas of underrepresentation would
appeat to be the humanities and the fine arts, and, in the
case of schemas, also law, engineering, manufacturing and
sport. Schemas would appear to be constructed more by
consulting experts and considering end users’ search be-
haviour; vocabularies, on the other hand, are developed
more by considering the information resources them-
selves, or by combining a range of methods.
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