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Hassan Ansari

In the following, an editio princeps is presented of a text by the Zaydi Mu‘tazili au-
thor Husam al-Din al-Hasan b. Muhammad al-Rassas (546/1151-52-584/1188).
The treatise is entitled al-Barahin al-zahira aljaliyya ‘ala anna l<wwid za’id “ala I-
mahiyya and it deals with the question of whether the existence of a created being
is additional to its essence or is identical with it. The tract is preserved in a single
manuscript that is incomplete at the end. It is part of a collective manuscript,
completed on 24 Safar 620/28 March 1223, which also contains an autograph of
the Kitab Manahij al-anzar al-Gsima by the Zaydi scholar Humayd b. Ahmad al-
Muhalli al-Hamdani (d. 652/1254-55). Since al-Rassas’s treatise is written by the
same hand, al-Muhalli must be its copyist. Today the codex belongs to the private
library of Muhammad al-Mansur in San‘a’.

The author of the text, Husam al-Din AbG Muhammad al-Hasan b. Muham-
mad b. al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-Rassas, was a student and succes-
sor of al-Qadi Ja‘far b. Ahmad b. “Abd al-Salam b. Abi Yahya (d. 573/1177). The
latter had studied Mu‘tazili kalam during his travels in Iraq and Iran (particularly
Rayy) and, upon returning to Yemen, had brought with him numerous Mu‘tazili
writings that were subsequently spread among the Yemeni Zaydis.! Like his
teacher, al-Rassas was a faithful follower of the Bahshami strand of Mu‘tazilism,
named thus after its founder Abu Hashim al-Jubba’i (d. 321/933). He composed
numerous writings dealing with the “subtleties of theology” (daqa’iq al-kalam),
such as issues related to “physics”, i.e., substances, accidents and bodies. In the
field of legal methodology, he authored a work entitled Kitab al-Fa’iq,?> and he is
said to have written a work dealing with the contradictions of the logicians, which
is no longer extant.> Among his surviving theological writings, none of which has

I should like to thank Professor Wilferd Madelung for his help in editing the text, and Pro-
fessor Sabine Schmidtke for translating and revising my Arabic introduction.
1 See Wilferd Madelung, Der Imam al-Qdsim ibn Ibrabim und die Glaubenslebre der Zaiditen,
Berlin 1965, p. 216; ‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Hibshi, Masadir al-fikr al-‘arabi al-islam fi
FYaman, San‘a’ n.d., pp. 96-98.
For detailed descriptions of al-Rassas’s works on theology and legal methodology, together
with a detailed list of extant manuscripts and further references, see Gregor Schwarb, Sa-
bine Schmidtke, and David Sklare (eds.). Handbook of Mu‘tazilite Works and Manuscripts
(Handbuch der Orientalistik series). Leiden: Brill (Forthcoming), # 345. See also my article on
the Rassas-family at http://ansari.kateban.com/?entry=853 [consulted 11.05.2007].
3 K. fi Mundqadat abl al-mantiq.
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so far been edited, mention should be made in particular of the following: 1) K.
al-Mw’aththirat wa-mifiah al-mushkilat (alternative titles: al-Mu’aththirat fi usil al-din,
al-Mw’aththirat); 2) K. al-Tapsil fi I-tawhid wa-I-ta'dil (alternative title: K. al-Tapsil fi
m al-usil), a systematic work on theology consisting of seven chapters (bab);
3) K. Kayfiyyat kashf al-abkam wa-Isifat ‘an kbas@’is al-mw’aththirat wa-Fmuqtadayat
(alternative title: K. al-Kayfiyya fi Esifar);* 4) al-Kashif li-dbawi Fbas@’ir fi ithbat al-
a‘rad wa-l-jawabir (alternative title: al-Kashif li-Fbas@’ir an ithbat al-jawahbir);® 5) K.
Kayfiyyar wwjiad al-a‘rad al-misil(a) fi bayan dbalika ila ablagh al-a‘rad (alternative ti-
tle: Mas’ala fi kayfiyyat wujid al-a‘riad).* Among the students of al-Rassas were Abu
-Qasim b. al-Husayn b. Shabib al-Tihami, ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza, who later on
became the Imam al-Mansur bi-llah (d. 614/1217),7 and possibly al-Rassas’s own
son Ahmad (d. 621/1224), who had also composed a number of theological
works, among them Misbah al-ulim fi ma‘rifat al-hayy al-qayyim (also known as al-
Thalathin mas’ala)® and al-Khulasa al-nafi‘a bi-l-adilla al-qati‘a fi fawa’id al-tabi‘a.’

None of the classical biographical and bibliographical reference works men-
tion al-Barahin al-zahira al-jaliyya ‘ala anna Fwujid za’id ‘ala Fmabiyya among the
writings of Husam al-Din al-Rassas. However, on the first page of the manu-
script, he is clearly identified as the author, and there is no reason to doubt his
authorship.

In this treatise, al-Rassas refutes the criticism that had been launched by Rukn
al-Din Mahmud b. Muhammad Ibn al-Malahimi (d. 536/1141) against the phi-
losophers’ view that the existence (wujid) of a created being is additional to its
essence (mahbiyya), quoting extensively from one of Ibn al-Malahimi’s writings.
Comparison with Ibn al-Malahimi’s extant works shows that the quotations are
taken from the latter’s Tuhfat al-mutakallimin fi l-radd “ala Ifalasifa.'® The notion of

4 The treatise consists of the following chapters: fasl fi kayfiyyat thubit al-sifat wa-l-abkam wa-

ma yattasilu bi-dhalika; fasl fi Fsifa allati bi-Ifail; fasl fi Fsifat al-ma‘nawiyya; fasl fi Fsifat al-
mugqtadah; fasl fi l-abkam al-mustabaqqa bi-Lfa‘il; fasl fi I-abkam al-ma‘nawiyya; fasl fi l-abkam
al-muqtadah; fasl yakbtatimu bibi F-kitab.
5 The treatise consists of the following chapters (fas! al-kalam fi): hadd al-jawhar; fZ’ida fi ithbat
al-jawhar; al-dalala ala ithbatibi; shubab al-mukbalifin.
Wilferd Madelung assumes (personal communication) that this treatise was probably
composed by a later author.
7 See Madelung, Der Imam al-Qasim ibn Ibrakim, pp. 216ft.
Misbah al-uliim fi ma‘rifat al-Hayy al-Qayyim, al-ma‘rif bi-Lthalathin  al-mas’ala, ed.
Muhammad “Abd al-Salam al-Kafafi, Beirut 1971; for an online edition prepared by Aba
Hashim al-Murtada b. Zayd al-Mahturi (the original place and date of the publication pre-
sumably being San‘a’: Maktabat Markaz Badr, 1424/2003 (second edition); the editor’s in-
troduction is dated 1418/1998 and the file was uploaded to the internet on 14.06.2006),
see http://www.imamzaid.com/modules.php?name=book&op=open&cat=18&book=125
[consulted 30.04.2007].
9 ALKbulisa al-nafi'a, ed. Imam Hanafi Sayyid ‘Abd Allah, Cairo 2001. — For Ahmad b. al-
Hasan al-Rassas’ writings, see also Handbook of Mu‘tazilite Works and Manuscripts, # 352.
On the only extant manuscript of Ibn al-Malahim?’s Tujfa, see my “Kitab-i tazih-yi yab
dar Naqd-i falsafa. Payda shudan-i Kitab-i ‘Tuhfat al-mutakallimin-’ Malahimi.” Nashr-i
danish 18 iii (2001), pp. 31-32. The quotations are taken from ff. 41a-42b of the manuscript
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existence was disputed among the earlier Mu‘tazilis. Abu Hashim al-Jubba’i and
his followers maintained that the existence of a thing is additional to its essence
(dhat), and they argued for this view within the context of their theory of states
(abwal). An attribute of essence is necessarily attached to every essence, by which
a particular essence is distinguished from all other essences and is real (thabui),
independently of whether it is existent or not. Existence is thus a state (pal) of an
essence that is brought about by an agent (f2%/), while essences and attributes as
such are real and unchangeable, even in their state of non-existence.!! This posi-
tion was contested by Abu l-Husayn al-Basri (d. 436/1044) who affirmed that
“essence” (dhat) and “existent” (mawjid) are identical, and that the reality of a
thing is therefore identical with its existence. Being a follower of Abu I-Husayn
al-Basri, Ibn al-Malahimi maintained the same view, and it was from this per-
spective that he refuted in his Tubfat al-mutakallimin the position of the philoso-
phers who maintained that the existence of contingent beings is other than their
essence (mahiyya) and who described the relationship between their essence and
existence in such a way that existence is accidental to the essence. Al-Rassas, in
turn, criticizes Ibn al-Malahimi’s arguments against the philosophers, although
his aim is clearly not so much to defend the falasifa’s position as to strengthen
the Bahshami position on this issue.
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