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The Party and the Holocaust

Like most everywhere in the “Western” world, Gay Pride is also celebrated in
Berlin each June. The “official” Christopher Street Day (CSD) is the big event for
the gay-lesbian community in theGerman capital, with participation by local and
national political figures, and lately even ambassadors from the USA and Great
Britain. In 2012, when the parade passed by the Memorial to the Murdered Jews
of Europe on its way to the Brandenburg Gate, the disco trucks briefly turned off
their music out of respect for the victims of the German genocide of European
Jews. Although “the mood during the parade and the closing rally” was supposed
to have been “great,” the queer Berlin magazine Siegessäule later also recorded
“sporadic criticism,” citing a certain Konstanze as a representative of the crowd of
“around 700,000 participants,” who thought: “It makes sense to have a moment
of silence, but it did kill the party a bit” (Sauer 2012). A few hours after the
event, someone using the nickname “Actually 22” had a different view, posted on
the website of the taz: “People started grumbling: ‘Goddamn Jews! Death to the
Jews! It was only three million anyway!’ (It was more, but that’s what they were
shouting)” (Wösch 2012).

1 Translated from the German by Daniel Hendrickson.
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