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This book is dedicated to my grandmother, Leni Hitz,
for her unwavering support and encouragement.

Amelie Baumann is a postdoctoral researcher at Freie Universitit Berlin, where
she is an associated member of the Collaborative Research Centre “Affective So-
cieties”. She completed her doctorate in cultural anthropology at the University of
Bremen in 2020 and was part of the interdisciplinary research project “Reconfigu-
ring Anonymity”, funded by the Volkswagen Foundation. Her research focuses on
medical anthropology, the anthropology of ageing and kinship studies.
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