Rezensionen

and instead she offers alternative ways of conceptualizing
the relationship between nature and nurture. She success-
fully locates Bedouin women’s reproductive lives within
the framework of kinship and gender. And she succeeds
in challenging common demographic misconceptions of
Arab societies (and especially Bedouin) as characterised
by persistently high fertility, high levels of polygyny, and
close cousin marriage practices that oppress women. She
also clearly identifies the historically changing regimes
of both production and reproduction in Bedouin society.

In her chapter 2, she provides a historical overview of
the transition from nomadic pastoralism to a more sed-
entary agrarian lifestyle among Bedouin during the 20th
and now 21st century. Using micro histories of fertility,
she is able to situate high and later falling Bedouin fer-
tility in local context and in relation to the broader eco-
nomic context of Lebanon. In chapter 3, she examines
the cultural and demographic articulation of social-sta-
tus differences in health outcomes. This analysis is not
as strong as the rest of her study, largely because so little
is actually known about social inequality in nomadic so-
ciety and the impossibility of separating out completely
the Bedouin—peasant interaction. Joseph finds that there
is a “demographic class distinction between Bedouin and
peasant groups in the region.” I, however, would replace
the term “class” and replace it with “ethnic.” Differences
do exist between the Bedouin and the peasantry, but I do
not believe they are based on an aspirational hierarchy of
class. Rather they emerge from the classic Arab historio-
graphical distinction of otherness in the bedu/hadher (de-
sert/settled) dichotomy. It is in understanding the nature
of the “other” that Bedouin—peasant relationships are best
understood. Chapter 4 turns to the question of gender in-
equality and provides a powerful analysis of the nature of
Western feminist misrepresentations of gender and Third-
World women’s reproduction. In this view, high fertility is
generally seen as “proof” of women’s oppression within
the family. Yet Joseph’s local narratives are used to pro-
vide an alternative understanding of the cultural value of
children and large families. Chapter 5 provides a sound
ethnographic interpretation of kinship and marriage be-
tween close kin. It makes sense of consanguineous mar-
riage as part of the process of kinship-making and the ar-
ticulation of occupation and gender. Joseph shows, how
Bedouin by marrying kin reproduce the tribal kinship
system which is at the core of the tribal/lineage identity
and ethnicity (being ‘asha’iri [tribal] is the preferred self-
identification term that this social group uses). Chapter 6
examines the high Bedouin fertility in the broader Mal-
thusian-Marxist debate on population and poverty. The
Bedouin in the Bekaa Valley, contrary to the expectations
of Malthusian theory, do not exhibit concomitant disease,
death, and abject poverty with their high fertility. Chap-
ters 7 and 8 compare and critically evaluate rural stud-
ies on social-class disparities in fertility and health. Here,
Joseph’s analysis is less persuasive. Class/caste analyses
with regards to the Bedouin of Lebanon are hard to prove.
Bedouin in the country are clearly discriminated against.
Many Western held perceptions of their backwardness or
“primitiveness” are expressed in educated urban circles.
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Yet in the Bekaa Valley and the frontier zones of Leba-
non, where most Bedouin live and work, their relationship
with the peasantry is symbiotic. Historical evidence even
suggests that Bedouin were the first to introduce mecha-
nisation into agricultural work in this valley. There cer-
tainly is difference, but this difference, or “othering” has
roots in the concepts of ethnicity and ethnic boundaries
as elaborated by Frederik Barth, rather than in Marxist
analysis of control of production, power, and the class
system. Questions of inequality require a close examina-
tion of social relations and social structures both within
and amongst Bedouin communities as well as those of
their surroundings.

This is a valuable ethnographic work in anthropology
generally, and medical anthropology, specifically, which
integrates questions of biopolitics and culture into dis-
cussions of social production and reproduction. Among
the Bedouin of Lebanon, high fertility is explained as a
correlate of a social system which revolves around the
kin group. At the same time, this high fertility is not as-
sociated with the Malthusian markers of poverty. On the
contrary, high fertility among the Bedouin is also associ-
ated with moderate overall mortality, high nutritional sta-
tus, minor gender disparities in child survival, and overall
lack of class like disparities in health. It is the high de-
gree of social and demographic equality within the Bekaa
Bedouin society and their reliance on kinship ties, shar-
ing, and reciprocity that give its overall demographic pro-
file such resilience. This book is an invaluable study for
anthropologists, demographers, public health specialists,
and students in Middle East studies as well as readers in-
terested in pastoralists, pastoral systems, and their inter-
action with the bureaucracies and services of the modern
state. Dawn Chatty

Juris, Jeffrey S., and Alex Khasnabish (eds): Insur-
gent Encounters. Transnational Activism, Ethnography,
and the Political. Durham: Duke University Press, 2013.
444 pp. ISBN 978-0-8223-5362-1. Price: $ 26.00

In this volume, Juris and Khasnabish have brought to-
gether authors that share an activist engagement in the
transnational networks they analyze. The book has three
main objectives: (1) to demonstrate the advantages of
ethnographic analyses of transnational activist networks,
as opposed to other approaches; (2) to provide a critical
assessment of the types of knowledge involved in such
networks; (3) to explore the methodological and episte-
mological implications of researching multilocal, fluid
collaborative efforts. These aims are addressed with an
underlying understanding of the need for social transfor-
mation.

In line with Juris’ previous work on the networks
against corporate globalization, this volume brings to-
gether ethnographies of various activist networks. The
purpose of the editors and authors involved is to provide
critical reflections in the form of ethnographic accounts
of participation within the observed networks. In the in-
troduction and in several chapters, they make it clear that
their involvement does not imply an uncritical assess-
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ment of the workings of such coalitions. On the contrary,
they state from early on that such spaces of collabora-
tion are rife with cultural and political tensions, conflicts,
and power imbalances, which often contradict the move-
ments’ aims and aspirations. In an exercise of reflexivi-
ty, the authors place themselves within such frameworks,
stating their characteristics (e.g., white, middle-aged Eu-
ro-American) as opposed to those of other participants.

Building on recent reflections on the impossibility of
objective analyses, the authors and editors argue that their
approaches as activists, militants, or sympathizers deliver
deep insights into the networks they study. The editors are
critical of the various strategies to ameliorate a distance
between activist and researcher, or informant and anthro-
pologist, such as the coauthoring of texts. They argue that
these approaches maintain an underlying hierarchy of
knowledge. Juris and Khasnabish thus promote their con-
viction that ethnography as an immersive method implies
also an ethic of openness and a willingness to become
personally transformed through the research process.

The “insurgencies” referred to in the title are provo-
cations or interventions that do not seek to replace one
order with another, but rather to radically destabilize au-
thorized forms of power, knowledge, and organization.
Critical social research, the authors insist, can contribute
to social change by challenging dominant understanding
of what can be changed and what is politically possible.
All these issues make the contributions to this volume
clearly different from approaches to social movements
and transnational activist networks using other disciplin-
ary frameworks. A comprehensive review of the latest
most influential investigations on activist and advocacy
networks helps the reader understand the particular con-
tribution of anthropological research for multidisciplinary
analyses of the mentioned networks.

The elaboration of innovative analytic frameworks for
activist networks is thus present across several chapters.
The issues of different scales, multisitedness, and transna-
tional links are theorized using complexity theory, Hardt
and Negri’s concept of the multitude, Latour’s actor-net-
work theory, and Deleuzian and Guattarian conceptual-
izations of the rhizome. The volume takes up diverse an-
alytic challenges guided by four key themes: emerging
subjectivities; discrepant paradigms; transformational
knowledges; and subversive technologies. Each one is a
section comprised by several chapters. In total, the vol-
ume consists of fourteen chapters plus introduction and
conclusion.

A key characteristic of this collection of essays is
its long-term perspective of activist networks. Some of
the authors have participated in various networks for de-
cades, providing firsthand accounts of prolonged engage-
ment with alternative political associations. These per-
sonal insights informed by critical theoretical reflections
offer dense and multilayered accounts and avoid norma-
tive assessments.

A topic that is recurrent in several chapters is that of
the World Social Forum (WSF) and what is called the “so-
cial forum process.” The WSF and the many regional and
thematic versions that take place under its name repre-
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sent the best example of multiscalar and multisited asso-
ciational spaces for thousands of groups and activists. Its
emergence is described as an evolution of previous efforts
of collaboration, starting with the Zapatista encounters in
Chiapas, Mexico, and following with People’s Global Ac-
tion. The various reverberations or repercussions of such
innovative associational spaces and practices have meant
further innovative transnational encounters for alternative
political groups.

The political is therefore an issue of central impor-
tance for this volume. The movements portrayed in all
the chapters are somehow involved in efforts to subvert
existing hierarchies in order to improve life for millions
of people. While some struggles are very specific oppo-
sition to or demands for government projects or policies,
the work of grand coalitions and networks has evolved
into some sort of moral compass. In his chapter on the
“Zapatista Rhizome,” for example, Khasnabish explores
the political imagination as a potential for the reconfig-
uration of power structures. Because of its character as
a site where individuals make sense of social practices,
the political imagination is where ideals and possibili-
ties are produced. Radical ideas of struggle, for instance,
were conducive for the creation of the influential new left
movement in the 1960s.

In his chapter, Giuseppe Caruso discusses the concept
and practice of transformative ethnography as he devel-
oped it after his involvement in the 2004 WSF in Mumbai.
He was inspired by “transformative mediation,” a method
developed in the late 1980s to enable dialogues to handle
conflicts. The theoretical and practical tools of such medi-
ation procedure entail a mutual acknowledgement among
the actors involved, as well as their empowerment in the
process of negotiation. Instead of direction or manage-
ment, mediators facilitate communication by recognizing
each participant’s contributions and highlighting oppor-
tunities for mutual recognition and empowerment. In his
adaptation of this method, Caruso explains that transfor-
mative ethnographers use their involvement with the col-
lective at hand in order to facilitate dialogues and empow-
erment. The resulting accounts would therefore provide
for analytic depth while contributing for an advancement
of the group’s agenda.

Technology is a common thread to activist networks
and a section in this volume. It is not only used as the
communication backbone of transnational associations,
but to fulfill the ideals of openness and horizontal col-
laboration established in such networks. Open systems
and software have therefore been ways to enable cooper-
ation of different sorts. In her chapter, for example, M. K.
Sterpka examines the history of early computer-mediat-
ed communication that civil society advocates started in
the 1970s. In another chapter, Tish Stringer analyses the
rise of Indymedia as a precursor of current trends of par-
ticipatory journalism to provide information different to
what is offered by mainstream media. Indymedia not pro-
vided news, though, but also a sense of collaboration that
has become an essential component of activist networks.

The many issues that are addressed in this volume
are approached through the author’s commitment to the
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movements they are involved. What is sought is there-
fore to bridge an academic analysis with critiques that
will prove useful for the movements. The authors present
this volume as an example of engaged ethnography. At a
time when there are increased demands on academia to
make contributions to solving social problems or share
their expertise, reflections on engagement of the sort pro-
posed here are very pertinent. A key contribution of the
volume, however, is the combination of innovative analyt-
ic frameworks used, which provide for theoretical depth
with fresh perspectives. It demonstrates the value of an-
thropologist’s insights for the study of these novel asso-
ciational spaces. Rail Acosta-Garcia

Kan, Sergei: A Russian American Photographer in
Tlingit Country. Vincent Soboleff in Alaska. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2013. 272 pp., photos.
ISBN 978-0-8061-4290-6. (Charles M. Russell Center
Series in Art and Photography of the American West, 10)
Price: $ 39.95

Kan has made many contributions to the ethnohistori-
cal and ethnographic understanding of the Tlingit through
Russian American observers. His most recent work is a
narrative to accompany over one hundred historical pho-
tographs taken by Russian American Vincent Soboleff in
Southeast Alaska. Most of the photographs were taken in
the communities of Killisnoo and Angoon Alaska. The
photographs, research, and the narratives provided by Kan
will be a legacy for the Tlingit community of Angoon,
a community that is today a significant cultural bearer and
leader in the perpetuation of the Tlingit language and cul-
ture. Even with this communities’ reputation there is lit-
tle reliable ethnohistorical material about its history. This
work begins to fill that gap.

Kan begins this book with a discussion of “Tlingit Cul-
ture before 1900” that examines basic social and cultural
aspects of the Tlingit. His knowledge of Tlingit terms and
concepts initiates the reader to many complex ideas about
social structure and organization. The discussion of the
Tlingit koo.éex’, potlatch, and how it reinforces the social
fabric of Tlingit culture is succinct and elegant. Next the
overview of the “European Arrival and Colonization” is
clear even for a new audience to Tlingit culture and his-
tory but the chapter is specifically focused on a particu-
lar community and Kwdans’ history that will still inform
even the most learned Tlingit scholar. Particularly strong
and well researched is the section on the “Commercial
Activities and Everyday Life on Killisnoo Island.” Kan’s
ethnographic knowledge of the clans and house groups
and the specific individuals and families of the commu-
nity of Angoon allow him to write a very thorough and
detailed description of this time period. The photographs
of individuals and the landscape brings the subject alive
and enables the reader to understand the landscape and
cultural changes that have occurred. The final section, be-
fore the reader gets to indulge in over one hundred his-
toric photographs, is the section on the Russian Orthodox
Church and Father Soboleff in Killisnoo. Kan’s breadth
and depth of knowledge of Russian Orthodoxy and Tlingit
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culture provides a succinct and detailed symbolic analysis
of syncretism of two different traditions. Each photograph
selected and accompanying narrative was a feast for the
eyes and intellect.

The ethnohistorical analysis of syncretism, as well as
the specific details will no doubt make this work a last-
ing contribution to symbolic anthropology and theory, but
will also provide accurate and reliable documentation for
the Tlingit community of Angoon and the clans of that
community. Kan’s thirty some years of research come to-
gether well in this piece. The writing coupled with the
beautiful black and white photographs is a reminder to
the twenty-first-century reader that actual books rather
than digital media can still be the most satisfying format
for the reader. Sit down and thoroughly enjoy the artistic
qualities of Vincent Soboleff’s historic photographs and
the genius of Kan’s research and writing.

Daniel Monteith

Kiefer, Renate, und Lenelotte Moller: Die gro-
Ben Reden der Indianer. Wiesbaden: marixverlag, 2012.
224 pp. ISBN 978-3-86539-962-5. Preis: € 5.00

Angeregt durch englischsprachige Vorlagen hatten die
Autorinnen die Idee, eine Publikation iiber Reden von
nordamerikanischen Ureinwohnern in deutscher Spra-
che zu verfassen. Dieses Projekt basierte wohl eher auf
privaten Interessen, da Renate Kiefer Psychologin sowie
Ubersetzerin fiir Englisch und Russisch ist und Lenelotte
Moller in Geschichte promovierte und Studiendirektorin
an einem Gymnasium ist.

In der Einleitung weisen Kiefer und Moller eindriick-
lich darauf hin, dass fast alle Reden von Europédern oder
Euro-Amerikanern iiberliefert und iibersetzt wurden so-
wie rhetorisch iiberarbeitet und manipuliert sein kdnnten;
einigen wenigen hingt sogar der Verdacht an, ginzlich
erfunden zu sein. Auflerdem erwihnen sie Reden aus an-
deren Epochen, die dhnliche Inhalte aufgrund @hnlicher
Verhiltnisse zwischen den Redenden und den Angerede-
ten illustrieren. Die Autorinnen schlieBen nicht aus, dass
im Zuge der Bevolkerungsentwicklung und der Globali-
sierung Europa seine materiellen Bediirfnisse und seine
demokratischen Errungenschaften gegeniiber wirtschaft-
lich erfolgreicheren, aber weniger demokratischen und
rechtsstaatlichen Gesellschaften durchsetzten muss. Der
Europier der Zukunft kénnte also in die Situation der Ver-
gangenheit der nordamerikanischen Ureinwohner gera-
ten; aus dieser Perspektive kann man die Geschichte der
Indianer unter einem neuen Blickwinkel betrachten.

Der Hauptteil der Arbeit besteht aus einer weiteren
kurzen Einleitung und den 55 Reden, die sich iiber einen
relativ langen Zeitraum erstrecken, ndmlich von 1540 bis
1905. Die meisten Reden stammen von Minnern, aber
das Buch enthilt auch einige wenige Reden von Frauen.
Die meisten Reden stammen zudem von historisch be-
kannten Personlichkeiten wie z. B. Metacom (Wampano-
ag), Pontiac (Ottawa), Cornplanter (Seneca), Red Jacket
(Seneca), Tecumseh (Shawnee), Keokuk (Sauk), Osceola
(Seminole), Black Hawk (Sauk), Mato Tope (Mandan),
Si’ahl (Duwamish) und Geronimo (Chiricahua-Apache),

am 24.08.2026, 22:06:33. © Inhak.
im

fr oder


https://doi.org/10.5771%2F0257-9774-2014-2-703

