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Abstract

By focusing on half-century of recent Latin American economic history,
this book presents a multidisciplinary approach to the relentless quest of
development in the Global South and aims at revitalizing the academic de-
bate if natural resources abundance is a blessing or a curse. The pioneering
diachronic comparative approach of two Ecuadorian oil booms, 1)
1972-1980, and 2) 2003-2014, shows processes of continuity and change in
the capacity of the peripheral state to intervene in the national develop-
ment process and its consequences on social formation framed by the con-
temporary forms of global capitalism and the irruption of environmental
thinking into development policymaking.

The Ecuadorian state’s struggle with multinational corporations for the
appropriation of a larger portion of oil rent became a landmark of the
1970s; henceforth, oil rent has been central to modernization. Since the
dawn of the twenty-first century, social environmental awareness is deeply
entrenched in the Ecuadorian sociopolitical arena and increasingly con-
tributes to expose the flaws of the prevalent natural resources-based devel-
opment model. Together with environmental thinking, social environ-
mental awareness strives for further influencing development policymak-
ing and advocates for the reconstruction of the concept of development it-
self.

The study of either Ecuadorian oil booms through the viewpoint of na-
ture, rent, and the state allows a historical-structural approach to the pro-
cess of development. Such methodological strategy converges upon the
heritage of Latin American development studies, which takes into account
a scenario framed by 1) external constraints (the insertion of the country
into the broader international division of labor) and 2) domestic circum-
stances (different development policymaking strategies and common de-
batable outcomes regarding economic diversification and temporary im-
provements in socioeconomic indicators).

   
Keywords: Latin America, development studies, neo-extractivism, environ-
mental discourses, buen vivir, peripheral state

19

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748921158-1 - am 12.01.2026, 11:33:16. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748921158-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748921158-1 - am 12.01.2026, 11:33:16. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748921158-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb


Acknowledgements

This book is the culmination of my PhD studies at FLACSO under the di-
rection of Prof. Dr. Stefan Peters of the Justus-Liebig-Universität Giessen.
Its publication is possible thanks to the SDGnexus Network funded by the
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) from funds of the German
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation (BMZ).

I could not have formulated this book without guidance and criticism of
fine scholars, among them my wife María Augusta Espín. I also found a
mentor in my dissertation director, who closely supervised my thesis and
enriched it with bright comments at every step of the long journey. His in-
tellectual contributions greatly improved this manuscript. Now I happily
can count Stefan as a friend.

I am grateful to Daniele Benzi, Julio Oleas, William Sacher, and Alberto
Acosta for their academic contributions during the early stages of this
book. Jan Ickler proofread some sections of the manuscript, thereby he
openhandedly offered thought-provoking criticism. Carmen Diana Deere,
Anita Krainer, and Myriam Paredes ensured stimulating environments for
the elaboration of this book as they invited me to join their academic
projects and to teach in their courses. My fellow researchers Virginia Villa-
mediana, Lucía Yamá, Claudia Arce and Paulina Quisaguano provided
greatest joy from comradeship and put their vast knowledge of the social
sciences at my disposal. Thanks for generosity and goodwill. My debt of
gratitude goes also to all my reviewers, especially Sebastian Matthes, Juan
Pablo Pérez Saínz and Rafael Domínguez Marín for their erudite and en-
riching comments.

FLACSO Ecuador funded my research during three years from February
2015 until February 2018. Between March and August 2018, European
Union Erasmus+ funds financed my doctoral stay at the Freie Universität
Berlin. Another rich source of academic exchange was my participation in
conferences and congresses. I was granted financial support from the Uni-
versity of Kassel, the Latin American Studies Association (LASA), and the
Maria Sibylla Merian Center for Advanced Latin American Studies
(CALAS) to participate in academic events abroad, where I exposed the
progress of my research and received constructive feedback. Last but not
least, during the long journey of my PhD studies, my family welcomed me

21

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748921158-1 - am 12.01.2026, 11:33:16. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748921158-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb


to take shelter (and warm meals) in Quito, Conocoto, Tonsupa, Adliswil
and Kew Gardens.

Acknowledgements

22

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748921158-1 - am 12.01.2026, 11:33:16. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748921158-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb

