
Summary 

Matthias Loretan/Charles Martig: Doomsday in Cinema: between Special 
Effects and Visions 

Apocalyptic imagination has a strong influence on the visual culture of 
the nineties. Doomsday happens in the media everyday: in the shape of 
special effects, visions and simulations. The authors research on the 
aesthetic disourse of apocalyptic representation and refer to five outstan­
ding movies. They develop ethic, aesthetic and theological criteria from 
"The Day After", ",ndependence Day", "Strange Days", "Dreams" and 
"Lost Highway"; criteria which can help to handle the inflation of apoca­
lyptic representation in the media. 

This article is based on research within the international project "Film and 
Theology ", in cooperation of the theology jaculties from Freiburg i.Br. (Ger­
many), Freiburg i. Ue. (Switzerland) and Graz (Austria). 

Bernhard Pörksen: Words of hostility. On the connection between lan­
guage and ideology of extreme right-wing groups 

The article demonstrates the inner connection between langnage and 
extreme right-wing, especially neonazi ideology by examples of a certain 
class of vocabulary, named by the author "Feindwörter", i.e. words of 
hostility and enmity. These words are alike in a general semantic and 
functional way: They are directed towards the person seen as enemy and 
intended to discredit the person. Such words of hostility and enmity are 
better to grasp when described by the linguistic instruments in their 
character as slogans, neologisms and metaphers. By the different per­
spectives in describing, many variations of the agitate motivated use of 
such vocabulary are revealed: words are changed to their contrary mea­
ning, used for polarisation and as means of an ideological correction of 
established views. The immanent conclusiveness of imaginative vocabu­
lary is exploited to support and leg:ttimate ideological statements and the 
demand of violence in a seemingly plausible way. 
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Autoren dieses Heftes 

P. Roger Gerhardy, langjähriger Redakteur der Augustinerzeitschrift 
"Maria vom guten Raten", ist seit April1999 Direktor des ifp-Instituts 
zur Förderung des publizistischen Nachwuchses in München. 

Matthias Kopp ist Leiter des Referates Presse/Verlagswesen bei der 
Zentralstelle Medien der Deutschen Bischofskonferenz in Bonn. 

Matthias Loretan ist Leiter des Katholischen Mediendienstes 
(Schweiz). 

Charles Martig ist Referent für Film beim Katholischen Mediendienst 
(Schweiz). 

Dr. Ferdinand Oertel, Chefredakteur i.R., Redakteur von Communicatio 
Socialis, Aachen. 

Bemhard Pörksen ist als freier Autor für verschiedene Zeitungen und 
Zeitschriften tätig. 

Anne Reidt istStipendiatindes Instituts zur Förderung des publizisti­
schen Nachwuchses (ifp) und arbeitet im ZDF-Landesstudio in 
Düsseldorf. 

Dr. Johannes Schießlist seit einem Jahr Chefredakteur der "Münchner 
Kirchenzeitung". Nach dem Studium der Philosophie bei den Jesuiten in 
München war er von 1989 bis 1991 Assistent von Pater Wolfgang Seibel 
im Institut zur Förderung publizistischen Nachwuchses. 

Albert Steuer ist Redakteur der Katholischen Nachrichten-Agentur 
(KNA). Bonn. 
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