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Foreword

Anne DEIGHTON

There is as yet little archivally based research on the reaction of Communists to the
attempts to develop institutions of integration and consolidation in Western Europe
in the early decades after World War Two. Volume 10, Number 2 of the Journal of
European Integration History did start to examine some of these issues with regard
to attitudes in Poland and Czechoslovakia/Czech Republic towards the European
Community in the later periods of the Cold War and then post-Cold War years.
However, the earlier period holds considerable promise as archival sources become
more easily accessible across time, as well as within a greater number of Eastern
European countries. 

The attitudes, policies and plans of Communist parties in Europe were
necessarily predicated upon a delicate triangulation of each country’s specific
national context, its relations with the Soviet Union, and the philosophical aspects
of reactions to the recovery of Western capitalism and the growth of
supranationalism, as well as integrated Western security and defence projects. 

This number of the Journal of European Integration History therefore takes
forward the exploration of reactions of Communist parties to the uneven integration
and security building process in the western part of the continent. Most of the
articles in this number derive from papers presented at a conference Quelle
Europe? Les partis communistes entre internationalisme et patriotisme,
1945-2005, organised at the Institut d’Etudes Européennes in Brussels on 5 May
2006. They have been gathered together and edited by Dr Linda Risso, a young
Italian scholar based at the University of Reading in the UK.

The articles that follow are in most cases based upon sets of archives that have
been barely used before, or indeed which are still closed to the general researcher
who cannot gain special permission to access them. The picture that emerges is still
a fragmented one. We see how different the responses were, and also that there was
not a monolithic and unchanging perception of what was happening in the western
part of the continent.

The bulk of the content of this Journal number is concerned with Communist
parties. However, the articles by Thomas Fetzer and Gabriele d’Ottavio have a
different focus. Fetzer deals with trade unions in the United Kingdom, and he
considers their shifting responses to European integration. He deploys new archival
sources effectively, to reveal the different sets of attitudes and ideas that drove the
negative British union responses to changes on the continent. D’Ottavio considers
the significance of the ratification of the Rome Treaties for the development of the
German Social Democratic Party’s European policy.
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