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Editorial

The book series Beyond the Present — Reflecting Future Orders and Disorders of-
fers an inter- and transdisciplinary space for engaging with the challenges of the
future. It addresses historical, political, or cultural topics, examining the interplay
between societal orders and their potential disruptions. The focus is on the United
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which extend far beyond the eco-
logical realm and encompass social justice, economic stability, and cultural diver-
sity. The series invites readers to adopt new perspectives for a future-oriented ap-
proach to development.

The series is edited by Christina Hainzl.

Christina Hainzlis Head of the transdisciplinary Society in Transition Research
Lab at the University for Continuing Education Krems and an affiliated researcher
in Art Ecologies at Ca Foscari University of Venice. She studied art history and polit-
ical communication in Salzburg, Florence, Rome and New York. Her current work
addresses conflict and visualisation (with a focus on the MENA region), the Venice
Archipelago and the disharmonies of the Anthropocene. She also works as a curator.
Cristina Baldacciis an art historian and an associate professor of the History of
Contemporary Art at Ca Foscari University of Venice (Department of Philosophy
and Cultural Heritage). She is an affiliated faculty member at THE NEW INSTI-
TUTE Centre for Environmental Humanities (NICHE), where she coordinates the
Ecological Art Practices research cluster and the Art Ecologies series. She is also a
research affiliate at the Platform for Sustainable Development (SDGs), University
for Continuing Education Krems. Her research interests focus mainly on art, nature
and ecology;artand the Anthropocene; archiving and collecting as artistic practices;
and appropriation, montage and re-enactment in contemporary art — all topics on
which she has published extensively.

Adrian Praschl-Bichler works as a senior scientist at the Platform for Sustainable
Development of the University for Continuing Education Krems. The art historian
studied for his master’s degree at the University of Vienna and is a specialist at the
interface between art history and psychology. His research focuses on the percep-
tion and the processing of art, often with the help of empirical methods. How does
art affect people? And why do they react in a specific way?
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