
This book presents the fi rst English translation of an
important early work on the subject of disability and human
suffering. Dating from about the sixth century AD, and
previously unidentifi ed or attributed to Ps.-Basil, the text
was intended as a sermon of comfort for victims of leprosy.
An incurable and socially marginalizing affl iction known
to all ancient cultures, this disease defi ned its victims as
“unclean,” as distinct from other sicknesses. A consolatory
sermon, this treatise shares some features with the pre-
Christian literary genre of consolation. The writer speaks
to the lepers with words of comfort beyond their present
suffering and reminds them of the glorious new body
they will have in the resurrection. Synodinos shows that
this treatise was the work of St. Radegunde of Poitiers, a
monastic Frankish queen who lived a life of self-denial and
whose signifi cance deserves to be better understood.
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Foundations responds to the pressing need for new primary
texts on the premodern world. The series fi ts Arc’s academic
mission to work with scholars of the past in expanding our
collective horizons. This source of accessible new texts will
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whose signifi cance deserves to be better understood.

Chris D. Synodinos earned a BA from the University
of Athens, Greece. He received his doctorate in Classics
from Boston University and is currently Visiting Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Language, Literature, and 
Culture at Clark University, in Worcester, Massachusetts.
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ABBREVIATIONS

Linguistic

abl. ablative indic. indicative
acc. accusative infin. infinitive
act. active instr. instrumental
adj. adjective masc. masculine
adv. adverb neg. negative

cf. confer, compare neut. neuter
comp. composition nom. nominative

conj. conjunction pass. passive
conjug. conjugation pers. person

dat. dative plur. plural
decl. declension pres. present
end. ending(s) pron. pronoun
fem. feminine refl. reflexive

fol. folio sing. singular
fut. future sqq. and following

gen. genitive subj. subject

Biblical

Hebrew Bible

Ezek. Ezekiel
Gen. Genesis
Isa. Isaiah
Jer. Jeremiah

2 Kings 2 Kings (= 2 Samuel)
4 Kings 4 Kings (= 2 Kings)

2 Chron. 2 Chronicles
2 Par. 2 Paralipomenon  

(= 2 Chronicles)
Prov. Proverbs

Ps. (pl. Pss.) Psalms
Tob. Tobit

Zech. Zechariah

New Testament

Acts Acts of the Apostles
Matt. Matthew
1 Cor. 1 Corinthians
2 Cor. 2 Corinthians

Heb. Hebrews
Rom. Romans

1 Tim. 1 Timothy
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