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In the course of writing this book, Aurora® suffered a tragic accident. She passed
away on March 3" 5020. This book is the culmination of many years of hard effort.
It is in many ways the defining work of her illustrious career and the natural follow-
up to her previous two books on women under Franco: True Catholic Womanhood:
Gender Ideology in Franco's Spain, and The Seduction of Modern Spain: The Female Body
and the Francoist Body Politic. This third part of the trilogy was especially important
to Aurora because it involved women she knew personally—mentors, aunts, her
mother, neighbors—who had had a profound effect on her development as a person
and a scholar. This work also allowed Aurora to delve into the areas of philosophy
and literature which she deeply loved, and to expand the discipline of history to
include, not just those previously outside the grand narrative, but different ways
of doing history.

It falls to me, her husband, to write the acknowledgements to the many peo-
ple who were instrumental in the making of this work. Aurora used to say that a
book has one mother but many relatives. There may be some “relatives” I do not
acknowledge because of my ignorance, but for those who are left out, know that
Aurora appreciated your contributions nevertheless.

First, thank you to all the women who agreed to open up their hearts and mem-
ory vaults to give us their insight into the turbulent times of the late Franco era.
Reliving these difficult times could not have been easy. Thanks also goes out to the
women who were interviewed for this project but were not included in this volume,
and to a larger generation of women who keep this history alive by passing down
their own stories.

While writing this book, Aurora had the opportunity to spend a term at Exeter
College, Oxford, as a visiting scholar. While there, she was able to present early
versions of these chapters and learn from colleagues in the Oxford Centre for Life
Writing and the History Department. The three months she spent at Oxford were
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