Introduction: Understanding Digital Cosmopolitanism
in Terms of Materiality and Postmigration

Fergal Lenehan and Roman Lietz

Cosmopolitanism is a varied and flexible concept and has the potential to help
scholars, we argue, in new and interesting ways. This relates especially to the
conception of the relationship between human beings, their cultural contexts,
and the wider communicative world. The potential innovation from the use of
the cosmopolitanism term may be seen in a number of aspects; in relation to the
theoretical re-thinking of the internet as a global and connecting technology, in
terms of analyzing those who use the internet and how this usage may result in
personal and cultural change, while the cosmopolitanism discourse also helps
scholars when theorizing about the online spaces of encounter and the myriad
of digital connections contained in, and possible with, digital technologies. But
Digital Cosmopolitanism is really best viewed and theorized, we also argue, when
viewed additionally in terms of materiality and ubiquitous mobility and migration.
Materiality is understood here as represented by the postdigital debate regarding
the materiality-digitality dichotomy which has lately fed into discussions regarding
platformization, and ubiquitous mobility and migration, as represented especially
by the concept of postmigration and newer interdisciplinary approaches, such as
Digital Migration Studies and Digital Diaspora.

Cosmopolitanism and the Growth of Adjectival Cosmopolitanisms

Cosmopolitanism is a long-established set of discourses with roots in ancient
Greece, generally linked to Diogenes and the Cynic movement (Nussbaum, 2019: 2).
The term cosmopolitanism comes from kéopog (kosmos) i.e. “world” or “universe”
and mohitng (polites) meaning “citizen’. Thus, early forms of cosmopolitanism may
be seen as a conscious rejection of available identity scripts in favour of being a
“citizen of the world”. During the enlightenment in Europe in the 18th century,
cosmopolitanism re-appeared and was conceptualized by a number of philoso-
phers, most notably Immanuel Kant (Nussbaum, 2019: 2). Enlightenment forms of
cosmopolitanism have often been criticized as actually harbouring a type of dom-
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ineering European, or Western, universalism (Delanty 2009: 18). Newer studies,
however, have unearthed what Go (2013: 208) has termed “an array of non-Western
cosmopolitanisms.”

Cosmopolitanism discourses have remained varied and diverse. According to
Holten (2009: 3), the study of cosmopolitanism threatens to “become overburdened
with so many disparate elements and implications” that it at times comes close to
“incoherent chaos”. Yet, at the centre of this — potential — intellectual chaos there re-
mains a consistent conceptualization of a cultural opening to the wider world which
may be seen as a thread running through all cosmopolitanism discourses. This sense
of cultural opening is, of course, conceptualized very differently in an array of con-
texts. Cosmopolitanism has also been theorized in ideological terms as a “direct
counterpart to racism and ethnic nationalism” (Ritter, 2023: 5); although others have
also suggested the existence of an actually racist (alter-)cosmopolitanism, with a de-
cidedly darker and exclusivist cultural opening at its centre (Lenehan, 2022: 22-24).

Cosmopolitanism undoubtedly became a fashionable term in academic dis-
cussions in the 1990s (Neilson 1999: 2; and Calhoun 2017: 190). Calhoun (2017: 190)
believes that the volume of cosmopolitanism literature exploded in this period for
three contextual reasons: The fall of communism and the spread of democracy;
the “growing recognition” that people around the world are joined in a “common
community of fate”, linked by global issues such as climate change; and because
of globalization which “calls forth cosmopolitanism” resulting in, he believes, a
“host of different patterns of interconnection.” It is interesting, and perhaps an
oversight, that Calhoun does not explicitly mention digitality and the internet in
his reasoning here. Academic discussion in the 1990s was also marked by a rush to
develop a vast array of what Harvey (2015: 50) calls “adjectival cosmopolitanisms”.
Holten (2009: 212-216) indeed counts a total of 144 adjectival cosmopolitanisms in
academic circulation which he calls “instances of cosmopolitanism” (Holten, 2009:
212), from “Abject” to “Working Class” cosmopolitanism via e.g. “Islamic” and “Post-
Universalist” cosmopolitanism. Holten's list of adjectival cosmopolitanisms — from
2009, it must be stated — also does not contain any form of cosmopolitanism linked
to information technologies, such as “Virtual” or “Digital” Cosmopolitanism, which
were at this stage still to be fully theorized. Digital Cosmopolitanism may, thus, be
seen as an adjectival cosmopolitanism which has acquired a degree of sustainability.

Macro-Categorizations of Cosmopolitanism

There have also been a number of macro-categorizations of cosmopolitanism, which
have generally been oriented towards a three-way categorization. Calhoun (2017:
191) clusters cosmopolitanisms into a style orientation, a universal ethics, and a cos-
mopolitanism that deals with growing connections; Delanty (2006: 28) writes of a
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moral, political and cultural cosmopolitanism; while Harvey (2015: 50-51) also per-
ceives three macro-categories, namely a moral philosophy tradition, a rights orien-
tation which comes he believes from sociology, anthropology and political science,
and a cosmopolitanism espoused by what he calls “the cultural studies crowd” who
celebrate “hybridity” (Harvey, 2015: 51). Differing slightly, Ritter (2023: 5-6) decides
on a four-way macro-categorization, writing of moral, political, cultural, and eco-
nomic cosmopolitanisms.

All of these macro-categorizations retain a degree of validity and may be seen
as discursive antidotes to Holton's (2009: 3) warnings of the “incoherent chaos” sur-
rounding the cosmopolitanism discussion. We also suggest that cosmopolitanism
discourses may be usefully grouped around three macro-categories. This catego-
rization is chosen as it is clearly mappable onto the scholarly literature surrounding
the digital, which will also lead into the macro-categorization of Digital Cosmopoli-
tanisms.

Political-Philosophical Cosmopolitanism

The first grouping consists of a cosmopolitanism centred on political-philosophical
discussions, which is often ethically and/or morally-based with a normative critique
and, at times, even contains visions of possible world institutions (see e.g. Nuss-
baum, 2019; Kumar Giri, 2018; Hahn, 2017; Costa, 2016; Cavallar, 2015; Warf, 2012;
Appiah, 2007). This elite philosophical strand was clearly dominant for many years,
and for all intents and purposes, was cosmopolitanism for many scholars and non-
scholars alike. Holten (2009: 2) notes how the concept has been re-thought in a vari-
ety of scholarly contexts and prised away from “the grasp of philosophers.”

Cultural Mixing and Solidarity Beyond the National

A more descriptive and wider perspective, drawn from sociology but also history,
has examined lived forms of cultural mixing and solidarity beyond the national.

» o«

Here cosmopolitanism appears as “a practice, a cultural form”, “a ‘way of being in the
world” (Sluga & Horne, 2010: 370), and a series of “behaviours, [and] social habits”
(Jacob, 2006: 4). Historical studies, especially, have examined an array of solidari-
ties beyond or before the national, giving rise to an array of adjectival cosmopoli-
tanisms, for example “Catholic cosmopolitanism” (Albrecht, 2005: 354), “Protestant
cosmopolitanism” (Riches, 2013), “Muslim cosmopolitanism” (Alavi, 2015), “Confu-
cian cosmopolitanism” (Park & Han, 2014:187), and “coloured cosmopolitanism” [sic]

(Slate, 2012). It is important to note here also the project of a cosmopolitan sociol-
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ogy, as initiated and theorized by, especially, Ulrich Beck (2002; 2011) and Beck and
Sznaider (2010).

Critical and Processual Cosmopolitanism

Lastly, a cultural studies and social theory approach has drawn partly on both nor-
mative-philosophical and descriptive approaches and is often conceived in terms of
a critical cosmopolitanism and/or as processual, and often views cosmopolitanism
either in terms of transformation, or in relation to complex multi-layered connec-
tions from “below”. Rabinow (1986: 258) has written of a cosmopolitanism which
conceives of both a “specifity” [sic] of experience coupled with “a worldwide macro-
interdependency encompassing any local particularity.” Delanty (2006: 25, 27) writes
of a critical cosmopolitanism seen in terms of “social processes” and based on “mo-
ments of world openness” arising from the encounter of the “local with the global.”
Holliday (2020: 44), building on Delanty, has viewed critical cosmopolitanism in
terms of a cultural studies-inspired decentring; “a hidden, alternative, ‘vernacular’,
local cosmopolitanism.” Delanty (2008: 218, 219) has further theorized a processual
cosmopolitanism, seeing it as referring to a “transformation in self-understand-
ing as the result of engagement with others over issues of global significance”, as
a “self-problematization and as learning from the other”. While all three of our
macro-categories of cosmopolitanism may be seen as clearly mappable onto the
digital context, processual and critical cosmopolitan understandings have probably
achieved most resonance in the scholarly digital cosmopolitanism discussion, and
are linked clearly to debates which look to bring together discussions surrounding
migrancy and digitality.

At this stage it is appropriate to discuss a number of related theoretical concepts
which, we argue, should accompany the contemporary digital cosmopolitanism
concept, here especially the concepts of postmigration and postdigitality.

Postmigration

The term “postmigration” (derived from “postmigrant” and the “postmigrant soci-
ety”) has gained in popularity primarily in the German-speaking world. The first use
of the term occurred at the end of the 2000s and outside of academic discourse by
the theatre director Shermin Langhoff (Espahangizi, 2016). Langhoff refused to sim-
ply speak of “migration” and the “migrant” and sought to give “an artistic expression
to the new social realities that have emerged as a result of the different immigration
movements in Germany” (Epahangizi, 2016).
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In the following years, the German social scientist Naika Foroutan in particular
embraced the term and theorized it. According to her, viewing a society as “postmi-
grant” is intended to shift the focus away from aspects of “migrancy”, which are of-
ten viewed as deficient. The dichotomy of either “successful” or “failed integration”
should also be resolved and viewed in a more nuanced way (Foroutan, 2015). Inte-
gration in the postmigrant society will no longer be a one-sided adaptation effort by
migrants (Mecheril, 2014); in any case, the clear distinction between “migrant” and
“non-migrant” lifeworlds has become obsolete.

At the same time, in the Anglophone context, discourses surrounding the term
“superdiversity” have gained in popularity (Vertovec, 2007), which — comparable
to the concept of postmigration — looks to reimagine the “old” notion of diversity
and emphasizes that society does not diversify along homogeneous groups, but a
“diversification of diversity” has been taking place for a long time (Vertovec, 2007:
1024-1026) in which essentialist ideas concerning “foreigners” and “locals” are no
longer valid (Blommaert and Rampton, 2011: 2—4).

Instead — and this is one thing that the concepts of superdiversity and postmigrancy
undoubtedly have in common - it is important to recognize that acculturation pro-
cesses and (multiple) affiliations are ambiguous, dynamic and hybrid, and that all
members of society equally, not just newcomers, are called upon to integrate in a so-
ciety (Foroutan, 2015). Foroutan (2019: 60) points out that tension inevitably arises
here, especially when changes in society are denied and not recognized as a “consti-
tutive component of the social order”." Thus, in today’s postmigrant societies, new
alliances exist alongside antagonisms and a polarization of society around the mi-
gration issue may also be viewed as having taken place.

Espahangizi (2016) describes the post-migration discourse as a “self-empower-
ment process of the [...] second generation”, who have often had to fight individual
and collective battles for recognition, respect and participation. The generalized and
wider diversity of societies has so far mostly been neglected in the “migration dis-
course” — another parallel seen between postmigration and superdiversity. Society
as a whole, and not just the parts that concern newcomers, is structured by the ex-
perience of migration, and society as a whole is transformed on a social and cultural
level (Tsianos & Karakayali, 2014).

Making a comparison with the conceptualization of postcolonialism, Foroutan
(2019: 51) explains that the discourse regarding the postmigrant society should
question and renegotiate power asymmetries and dominance structures. These
structures are adapted according to the (postmigrant) reality: Resources, perme-
ability, basic beliefs, etc. are subsequently re-negotiated, which leads to defensive
reactions and distributional struggles (Foroutan, 2015). The postmigrant society
undergoes a processual transformation, which will result in a new social structure

1 All translations by the authors, except where stated.
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(Foroutan, 2019: 52). Accordingly, a postmigrant perspective triggers the empirical-
analytical question: “What changes after migration?” (Foroutan 2019: 54). The “post”
in “postmigration” does not mean that the age of migration is over; it describes a
society “after migration” (Yildiz & Hill, 2014). Thus, the term “post” retains a similar
meaning to the post of “postdigitality”, as discussed in the next section.

Postdigitality

The area of postdigitality has theorized the relationship between the digital and the
material. In 1998 Negroponte was already suggesting that the digital would soon be
noticed by “its absence, not its presence”, while two years later Cascone (2000) was
the first person to use the term “post-digital”. While not actually using the term post-
digital, Stalder (2019: 18) views any material/immaterial dichotomy critically, sug-
gesting that the immaterial is not without materiality and that any such dichotomy
remains foolhardy. As Warf (2021: 1) suggests, “the dichotomies of off-line/on-line
do not do justice to the diverse ways in which the ‘real’ and virtual worlds are inter-
penetrated.”

The term postdigital does not signify a world without computers and the inter-
net, but the opposite in fact (Schmitt, 2021: 7). Cramer (2014: 13) sees the “post” in
“postdigital” as denoting a “continuation” rather than a rupture, while the postdig-
ital also refers to how computation becomes “experiential, spatial and materialized
in its implementation”, part of the “texture of life” (Berry & Dieter, 2015: 3). Recent
discussions have viewed the postdigital in terms of a critical understanding of tech-
nology’s pervasion of the social (Jandri¢ et al., 2018) — not least its re-ordering of the
physical world (Levinson, 2019: 15) — and a complete “rejection of binaries” (Sinclair
& Hayes, 2019:130). For Knox (2019: 358) the term postdigital is an attempt to outline
whatisindeed “new” regarding our relationship to the digital but also highlights the
ways that digital technologies are “embedded in, and entangled with, existing social
practices and economic and political systems.”

Thus, the lifeworlds in which various (human) actors exist have become entan-
gled with ubiquitous digitalization (Conti et al., 2024), which means that lifeworlds
have also become entangled within a variety of economic, political and social sys-
tems that help to actually mould lifeworlds. These systems are structured and com-
municated via the digital architecture of the platform, and the discourse surround-
ing platforms has become central to internet studies, as the platform has become
the dominating architectural structure of the internet, including both the web and
mobile apps. Indeed, in the past decade, “studies have demonstrated the structural
changes that platforms are bringing to economies and societies around the world
— a process that has been termed platformization” (Chen et al., 2024: 1). Poell et al.
(2019: 6) have also suggested a cultural perspective on platformization which views it
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in relation to “the reorganisation of cultural practice and imaginations around plat-
forms”. Thus, platformization is an inherently postdigital process, and platformiza-
tion and postdigitality should be seen, it is argued, as theoretical bedfellows: It is
now impossible to think of one without the other.

Digital Migration Studies

Postmigration and postdigitality, however, do not exist in a vacuum and scholars
have already sought to combine notions surrounding migration and digitality. In the
1990s, scholars such as Arjun Appadurai (1996, quoted in Leurs & Prabhakar, 2018:
247) had already argued that: “Electronic mediation and mass migration are shap-
ing the contemporary world.” A variety of terms were used to couch this bringing
together of migration and digitalization. Diminescu (2008) introduced the concept
of “connected migrants”. This term emerged in order to “conceptualise the post-in-
ternet experiences of migrants, pushing beyond binary notions of one’s ‘home’ or
‘host’ country and instead, considering migrant’s increasingly digitally mediated ex-
periences” (Moran, 2022: 2). With the suggestion of several further neologisms —
e.g. “e-diasporas”, “mediatized migrants”, “smart refugees”, “digital deportability”
and “migrant polymedia” — the topic was engaged with further (Leurs & Prabhakar,
2018:248), but a central and widely accepted conceptual foundation was still lacking.
From circa 2015, scholars from fields such as Migration Studies, (Digital) Anthropol-
ogy, Media Studies, Diaspora Studies and Postcolonial Studies began labelling the
field connecting digitality and migration as “Digital Migration Studies” in order to
“unpack the impact of digital technologies on culture and identity as well as shap-
ing these technologies in practice by migrants” (Candidatu & Ponzanesi, 2022: 2). At
that time, with the increased migration of 2015, the phenomenon was examined in
a more focused manner, and “Digital Migration Studies” was seen as an “umbrella
term to refer to the study of migration in relation to digital technologies” (Leurs &
Ponzanesi, 2024:18).

Uniquely, and for the first time in history, the smartphone was seen to play an
essential role in all phases of migration and integration: This is evident in prepar-
ing, in self-organization and overcoming challenges along the way, in developing
the key skills for acculturation and integration at the destination, and in establish-
ing and maintaining “virtual intimacy” with relatives and friends (Moran, 2022: 1,
9-10). Internet usage plays a key role in participation at a local level at all layers of
integration: structural, social, cultural and identificatory (Lietz & Loska, 2024). As
Leurs and Prabhakar (2018: 247) summarize: “While migration remains one of the
most challenging life experiences one could face — which technology cannot magi-
cally solve — the increasing global adoption of information and communication tech-
nologies (ICTs) has altered a variety of migration dynamics.” According to Leurs and
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Ponzanesi (2024: 17), “people on the move mediate their being and belonging in in-
creasing conditions of datafication and digitization.” The full infrastructure of the
internet, especially social media, is “used to shape the transnationally connected,
and locally situated, social worlds in which migrants live their everyday lives”.

Digital Diaspora

The sub-field of “Digital Diaspora” has also appeared: This describes “modern day,
highly digitalized, transnational networking among migrants” (Laguerre, 2010,
quoted in Moran, 2022:11). Diaspora Studies is a fruitful field, especially for empir-
ical studies on the communication and acculturation practices of (post-)migrants.
Indeed, the term “diaspora” also applies to the (post)digital world, especially since
“diaspora” has always been the expression of a deterritorialized community (Hepp,
2009: 37). Of course, we must acknowledge the “paradox in studying digital dias-
poras” (Candidatu et al., 2022: 40), as when we look to understand and deconstruct
diasporas, we simultaneously call forth a fixed structure that, according to the
logic of a superdiverse and postmigrant society, does not actually exist. Certainly,
historically migrants have always used media (letters, newspapers, radio, satellite
television and the telephone), “however, in recent years, both the scale and types
of migration and digital networking have drastically changed” (Leurs & Prabhakar,
2018: 247). Bozdag and Moller (2015: 338), as well as Candidatu et al. (2019), outline
the brief history of the digital diaspora, from the negotiation and communaliza-
tion of media content in the 1990s, to the advent of social media. Since its first
conceptualization, the digital diaspora has been seen as an entity that “reproduces
imaginaries of belonging, creating virtual connections between the ‘home’ and the
‘homeland’ where migrants can forge and sustain multi-stranded social relations”
(Moran, 2022: 11). The digital diaspora, thus, acquires the function of an “imagined
community [...] that seeks to reproduce cultural norms outside the homeland, in
a simultaneous attempt to build new hybrid spaces of belonging” (Candidatu &
Ponzanesi, 2022 :4).

Controversies in a Postdigital and Postmigrant World

Emerging digital diasporas expand and transform agency in the digital age
(Nedelcu, 2018). At the same time, they also reinforce struggles for resources,
access to social institutions (e.g. representation in politics and the media), visibility
and recognition that are characteristic of postmigrant debates. These negotiations
are increasingly taking place online and are often not just superficially debates
about or rejections of migration, but rather defence mechanisms against changing
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realities, against hybridization, plurality and, especially, the cultural opening at
the centre of every kind of cosmopolitanism. Wolfer and Foroutan (2021) write of
“plurality resistance”: A not insignificant part of the population is simply not able
to cope with the increasing complexity of society and longs for clear categories
in the attribution of people and occurrences (Forotuan, 2019: 115). Frustration is
sometimes left unfiltered and expressed on social media and this constellation of
feelings and digital strategies are at times motivated by authoritarianism and a
direct refusal of plurality and cosmopolitanism (Strick, 2021).

Macro-Categorizations of Digital Cosmopolitanisms

Parallel to these discussions on postmigrancy, postdigitality and Digital Migration
Studies/Digital Diaspora have been an array of dispersed attempts to bring the cos-
mopolitanism discussion together with debates surrounding digitality. Disentan-
gling the various forms of Digital Cosmopolitanism is not an easy task as many texts
incorporate various aspects of the cosmopolitanism discourse. We argue, however,
that the categorization suggested above may be mapped successfully onto the schol-
arly literature which already exists, and which brings the digital and cosmopoli-
tanism together; and which needs to be thought further and also consciously con-
nected with questions of both materiality and migration, with the postdigital and
postmigrant discourses.

1) Political-Philosophical Digital Cosmopolitanism

Many digital cosmopolitan texts engage with this phenomenon from what may be
called a political-philosophical perspective, or at least from a perspective in which
a normative critique is coupled with a visionary element which looks to re-imag-
ine the internet, often from a cosmopolitan perspective. Some authors, on the other
hand, argue that digital technologies need to be decoupled from a western-domi-
nated form of cosmopolitanism. Material aspects, in a variety of manners, are often
central here but are rarely very explicitly commented on.

Connolly (2000) and Ess (2001) were the first authors to bring together concepts
of cosmopolitanism with arguments relating to the internet from a political-philo-
sophical perspective. Ess (2001:18) is here especially influential and suggests that in-
ternet technologies come embedded with a type of ethno-centric cosmopolitanism,
as the online world remains U.S.-dominated and not culturally neutral, arguing ul-
timately for a cultural-digital education which may, he believes, provide the middle
ground for the global internet, beyond the dichotomies of global-local and utopian-
dystopian (Ess, 2001: 27). Ess does not foresee here the emergence of alternative
internet architectures, not least that of China, and the problems which may come
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when the internet becomes intertwined with forms of authoritarianism rather than
awestern, and cosmopolitan, idea of democracy. Combining digital anthropological
case studies with normative critique, Srinivasan (2017) similarly argues for what he
calls the “provincialization” of the internet and its distancing from a western-dom-
inated cosmopolitanism. Steeped in cyber-utopian thought, Castells (2004: 39—40)
argues that the global network society, brought about by internet technology, will re-
sultin a type of cosmopolitanism beyond the philosophical dreams of abstract philo-
sophical cosmopolitan thinkers — namely a practical, everyday diversity which will
bring about the end of the ancestral fear of the other. Similarly to Ess, authoritari-
anism does not make an appearance in Castells’ internet vision.

Zuckermann (2015) was the first author to write explicitly of “Digital Cosmopoli-
tanism” as a distinct adjectival cosmopolitanism and he presents a clear thesis re-
garding how the internet may be rethought and re-wired in a more cosmopolitan di-
rection, meaning here an ambivalent sense of world opening. For Zuckermann (2015:
69—78) homophily - the love of the same — has become a major problem on the in-
ternet, creating what he calls the sub-discipline of Echo Chamber Studies. Instead,
the digital realm needs to be re-adjusted from a cyberutopian perspective, initiating
a real Digital Cosmopolitanism, with a new orientation towards transparent trans-
lation, bridge figures and an engineered serendipity central to this re-imagining of
the internetin which the digital realm becomes a real force for a global cultural open-
ing (Zuckermann, 2015: 163—211). As ever with utopian-inspired thinking, it is easy
to criticize Zuckermann on grounds of practicality — or lack thereof. But democracy

8% century utopian follies — un-

and even the nation-state were of course also once 1
til circumstances and very concrete actions turned them into realities. In a similar
vein, Stiegler (2016: 162) dwells on the ownership of the internet and believes this
should be non-corporate, allowing for a new cosmopolitanism and a new “Republic
of the Digital”. Lambert (2019) sees the internet in terms of as a dialectic between
intimacy and cosmopolitanism, which could also be seen perhaps as a slightly dif-
ferently theorized homophily/cosmopolitanism dichotomy. He (Lambert, 2019: 307)
calls for experimentation on new algorithms that “focus on enabling enduring cos-
mopolitan sociality”; also thus a cosmopolitan re-wiring, of sorts, of the internet.

2) Digital Cosmopolitans and Digital Solidarity, Beyond the National

A number of texts have looked to measure and describe internet users in relation
to cosmopolitanism, using a variety of social scientific methods, but especially sur-
vey and interview methodologies. Such approaches generally see cosmopolitanism
as a generalized cultural openness and as the ideological ‘other’ to nationalisms of
various kinds. Thus, Lindell (2014a) has investigated the cosmopolitanism of digital
natives, while Lietz and Lenehan (2022) have examined what they call “cosmopolitan
tweeters”. Some quantitatively approached empirical studies have also been under-
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taken which have examined a large volume of data in relation to cosmopolitanism
and internet usage (Katz-Gerro et al. 2024; and Verboord, 2017). Other studies have
centred on digitality in relation to other adjectival cosmopolitanisms, such as Con-
sumer Cosmopolitanism (Emontspool & Woodward, 2018) and Aesthetico-Cultural
Cosmopolitanism (Cicchelli & Octobre, 2018); indeed both of these texts are marked
by the logic of a postmigrant society, even if this not clearly expressed, using this
language, by the authors. Critique points here in terms of this orientation include
the ambiguities in relation to what exactly cosmopolitanism is in this context, how it
may manifest itself in human agents and, how, exactly, this is to be measured. These
are criticisms which the authors are, generally, acutely aware of.

Digital Cosmopolitanism has also been understood as a form of digital solidarity
beyond the confines oflocalized cultural groupings. While historically-based studies
of cosmopolitanism have investigated a vast array of cosmopolitan solidarities be-
yond the national, solidarity-oriented studies are still emerging in the area of Digital
Cosmopolitanism. Texts have engaged with this form of Digital Cosmopolitanism
from both a theoretical and a Media Studies perspective which has been qualita-
tive and analytical rather than quantitatively-empirical. Stalder (2013), while not us-
ing the term Digital Cosmopolitanism, has written an important study of digital
solidarity. Narayan (2013) has engaged with the (then) emerging discourse on vir-
tual/digital cosmopolitanism (not deciding on which term to use) when discussing
what the author calls “clickable solidarity”. Yang and Lin Pang (2023) have examined
live streamers in a border area of China and Myanmar, while Kwok-Leung Chan et
al. (2023) have engaged with Korean-Hong Kong solidarity in a social media con-
text, innovatively engaging with the area of Meme Studies. Elkins (2019) has ana-
lyzed what he calls “algorithmic cosmopolitanism” as a type of rhetorical marketing
strategy, which platforms — he examines Netflix and Spotify — use to situate their
platform-imperialist dominance in a positive light, looking to legitimize their glob-
ally-expanding businesses as cosmopolitan rather than faceless and mathematical.
Digital solidarity-based cosmopolitanism is definitely an emerging area of study.
But is it really necessary, and does it help the research approach, to couch transna-
tional solidarity in the language of cosmopolitanism?

3) Critical and Processual Digital Cosmopolitanism

This form of Digital Cosmopolitanism is very much informed by debates taking place
in Cultural Studies, Social Theory, Postcolonial Studies and, especially, Migration
Studies. There is also a large degree of cross-over evident here with the wide and in-
terdisciplinary areas of Digital Diaspora Studies and Digital Migration Studies. This
orientation has a decidedly theoretical focus but has also ventured into more empir-
ical spaces, at least viewed from a hermeneutic Cultural Studies perspective. Post-
colonial and processual understandings of a critical cosmopolitanism — as a form of
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contact with the “other” leading to self-reflection and cultural change, not only in a
European context and to be seen in non-elite contexts — have been very influential
here.

McEwan and Sobré-Denton (2011) use the term “Virtual Cosmopolitanism” but
seeitactually as a potentially elite and exclusive phenomenon. They view cosmopoli-
tanism itself as a concept which has often been “critiqued as elitist”, while “the no-
tion of ‘virtual cosmopolitans’ extends that critique as ability to access virtual spaces
could be viewed as inherently privileged” (McEwan & Sobré-Denton, 2011: 253). So-
bré-Denton (2016) has developed the term Virtual Cosmopolitanism further in rela-
tion to social media. Discussing three activist, grass-roots social media case studies,
she sees “virtual cosmopolitanism as a space for social justice and intercultural ac-
tivism” and is defined as “global intercultural concerns bringing together local and
rooted activist networks through social media” (Sobré-Denton, 2016: 1718), and Vir-
tual Cosmopolitanism can provide a “global/local bridgework for transnational and
trans-local social movements” (Sobré-Denton, 2016: 1720). Lindell (2014b: 74-75), on
the other hand, writes of a digitally “mediated cosmopolitanism” and of the “cos-
mopolitan agency” of internet technologies.

Leurs and Ponzanesi (2018: 6) connect the discourse of Digital Cosmopolitanism
explicitly with the area of Digital Migration Studies. The concept of cosmopoli-
tanism from below, drawn from postcolonialism, is centred as digitally-connected
migrants exist, they argue, in networked and co-constructed multi-layered worlds
between the global and the local, in an attempt to theoretically overcome the
dichotomy of the global and the local (Leurs & Ponzanesi, 2018: 11-12). The incor-
poration of the postmigrant discussion could help in this theorization, not least in
relation to changing power flows. Other authors see Digital Cosmopolitanism as
intertwined with postdigitality, even if they do not use these exact terms. Hall (2019:
406) argues that the internet enables the “discursive construction of distinctive
cultural and political types of critical cosmopolitanism.” The author critiques virtual
cosmopolitanism which, he believes, sets up the virtual in opposition to the “real”
(Hall, 2019: 407), and it is argued that the internet facilitates a type of soft cultural
cosmopolitanism which can become hard and meaningful - i.e. linked to material
processes, such as political demonstrations — in the discursive construction of
transnational networks and in the symbolic-imaginative construction of political
communities (Hall, 2019: 410—414). These theoretical musings have added greatly to
the discourse, but also come with a large degree of abstraction.

There are further examples of Digital Migration Studies, Digital Diaspora Stud-
ies, and Digital Cosmopolitanism coming together. For Ponzanesi (2020: 1) this may
be viewed in terms of “shared imaginaries on the move”, while for Machirori (2024:
135), in relation to a specific and theorized African Digital Cosmopolitanism, this
has to do more with the ability to “distribute worlding experiences created by dig-
ital publics and counterpublics who re-centre discursive power.” Ponzanesi (2020:
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3) also critiques the term Virtual Cosmopolitanism, as the word “virtual” was “often
used in early debates on cyberspace and the utopian idea of an online world as sepa-
rated/different from offline worlds” whereas, she argues, “the digital is a more con-
temporary definition that breaks down the boundaries between offline and online,
and posits digital practices as embedded in everyday life.” Thus, the author inter-
estingly brings together here the Digital Cosmopolitanism discourse with diaspora
and questions of materiality. But does the term digital really communicate an em-
beddedness in everyday life? The postdigital discussion, summarized above, would
suggest this is not actually the case and a combining of the Digital Cosmopolitanism
discourse with this discussion, and the linked and emerging area of platformization,
is surely apposite. Ponzanesi (2020: 4) also suggests that Digital Cosmopolitanism is
notjust the “potential of new technologies to create connections”, but also to “create
bias, othering, and classifications” — an important centring, thus, also of the darker
aspects of cosmopolitanism.

The Present Volume

The present volume is based on selected papers presented at the Second ReDICo (Re-
searching Digital Interculturality Co-operatively) Online-Conference held from 26
June to 7 July 2023, which was dedicated to the topic: “Cosmopolitanism in a Post-
digital, Postmigrant Europe, and Beyond”. The volume is divided into three sections:
“Theoretical and Methodological Reflections”, “Media and the Frameworks of Learn-
ing”, and “Analyzing Online Discourses”. Each section engages with (digital) cos-
mopolitanism and either/or postdigitality and postmigration from a variety of disci-
plinary perspectives, while also arguing from a multiplicity of culturally-embedded
academic traditions.

The “Theoretical and Methodological Reflections” commence with Gerard De-
lanty’s chapter, which is situated within the area of social theory. Delanty’s prin-
cipal interest is in how socio-cultural changes play out and where cosmopolitanism
is to be situated in relation to this. He argues for the location of the postdigital in
a wider and more sociological framework, while also emphasizing the importance
of structural change when thinking about cultural change. For Delanty, theories of
postdigitality but also of postmigrancy only really make sense in the context of a
wider theory of social change. Delanty concludes by suggesting that generational
opposition could form the bulwark of social conflict in western democratic societies
of the future.

Fergal Lenehan offers some reflections on internet histories and how they may
be rethought in relation to platformization and cosmopolitanism. He suggests the
establishment of new Critical Internet Histories, while he also believes that the in-
ternet should be viewed as a patchwork of (often competing) platforms. Bringing
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together methodological aspects drawn from internet histories and internet theory,
he argues that platformization represents the postdigital transformation of the life-
world, while internet histories may also be written from a perspective oriented to-
wards the critical junctures of platformization, which would also examine the shift-
ing contexts of postdigital cosmopolitanism. He suggests, ultimately, that media
history and internet histories represent histories of interculturality via technical and
digital means.

Simon Pistor commences his chapter with a history of the idea of cosmopoli-
tanism from, largely, a political theoretical and philosophical perspective. He ar-
gues that the history and contemporary use of the term cosmopolitanism need to
be combined in order to assess the theoretical and practical plausibility of the con-
cept. He juxtaposes cultural, constitutional and contestory cosmopolitanisms with
accounts from social theory and claims that those who utilize the concept need to
reconsider its social dimensions, not least in relation to the context of potentially
ubiquitous digital news and social media. He concludes by discussing solidarity-
based cosmopolitan conscious-raising as an appropriate direction in a global, digi-
tal world.

Emilian Franco's contribution to this volume retains a bridging function be-
tween the theoretical and methodological reflections of the first section and the
more empirical chapters which follow. The author reflects on the results gleamed
from an ethnographic study he conducted, while this discussion remains embedded
in a wide-ranging theoretical reflection relating to cosmopolitanism and digitality,
exploring more specifically the intersection of cosmopolitanism and technological
development in the Brazilian Al research community, focusing on the Center for
Artificial Intelligence (C4Al) in S3o Paulo. Based on interviews with key researchers,
the chapter delves into the sociotechnical imaginaries that shape the development
of Brazilian Al, revealing a distinct form of compulsory cosmopolitanism that
emerges from the (perceived and factual) peripheral status of Brazilian Al research
in the global field.

The second section “Media and the Frameworks of Learning” commences with
the contribution from media and communications scholar Alexa Robertson. The no-
tion of communication rights is informed by a cosmopolitan worldview: The right to
access information, to participate in public communication, to be heard and under-
stood, and the right to privacy apply equally to people everywhere, according to UN-
ESCO. While both the philosophical-regulatory discourse on communication rights
and the scholarly discourse on changes in the journalist-audience relationship tend
to be couched in general and sometimes universal language, this does not fit eas-
ily with new postdigital, empirical realities on the ground, the chapter suggests.
Informed by the experiences of journalists reporting on unequal conditions from
a global perspective, and tech activists concerned about developments in communi-
cation technology and what they might mean for people living in places where liberal
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notions of rights are not a taken-for-granted starting point, the sort of journalism
that might contribute to a cosmopolitan outlook has to do with understanding —
narrative knowledge — as opposed to information, it is argued.

Maria Rieder, Marta Giralt, Stephanie O'Riordan, Galia Xiomara Agudelo and
Isolde Quirante, in their contribution, also engage with print and digital media in
the postdigital context of a society that has experienced migration and is shaped by
this experience, and discuss how media representation can promote a cosmopoli-
tan mindset. Based on an Irish case study, they argue that the underrepresentation
and almost complete absence of representation of migratory minority communities
is evident and — when represented — minorities are depicted in terms of a marked
differentiation from what is seen as uniquely Irish. The authors also introduce the
Limerick-based ‘Tell Your Own Story’ project, which aims to provide a space in local
media for diverse identities and voices with an emphasis on transcultural aspects.
Such a project, the authors suggest, can help in the spread of a cosmopolitan mind-
set in the postdigital context, where cosmopolitanism is seen as a general cultural
openness and a willingness to engage with the other, and may help to mitigate the
social imbalances of representation.

Bernd Meyer and Roman Lietz, in their chapter, engage with the everyday post-
digital reality of communication via language translation apps on mobile phones.
They argue that the cosmopolitan promise of translation apps, at least as depicted
in the advertisements of the companies — such as Google — which produce them,
remains an oversimplification. While such advertisements generally represent
Western elites holidaying in a jolly manner among docile, non-Western peoples,
the reality of translation app usage is actually one marked by a (postdigital) cos-
mopolitanism from below and the lifeworlds of migrants, refugees and non-elite
travellers, as the authors show via a literature review. They conclude that language
apps may indeed be extremely helpful in multilingual contexts where members of
society would otherwise be excluded from access to information but remain, es-
sentially, also problematic, inadequate and simply not available for many language
combinations. Trained on written language, language apps are often deficient when
it comes to the complexity of oral communication.

Jennifer Bartelheim and Milene Mendes de Oliveira’s contribution deals with
Virtual Exchange (VE). More specifically, they examine the intercultural online
game Megacities and ask whether it may be seen as an example of a transnational VE
project, and whether it aligns with postdigital cosmopolitan ideals. Their study is
based on the analysis of two datasets: the task descriptions from the game itself and
student reflection reports. The analysis of the reflection reports unveils four major
learning outcomes, they argue: Appreciation for difference, a critical examination
of the self, appreciation for English as a lingua franca (ELF), and dealing with diffi-
culties, which align essentially with transnational approaches to VE. They conclude
that these outcomes are also compatible with some descriptions of postdigital cos-
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mopolitanism which centre on a processual-based change in self-understanding
and an increased sense of sensitivity towards cultural others.

Nick Ludwig, in his chapter, also deals with postdigital cosmopolitanism and
brings this concept together with discourses relating to the facilitation and eval-
uation of experiential learning in a postdigital context. The chapter begins by ex-
ploring how the entangled manifestations of materiality and digitality cause uncer-
tainty and what postdigital cosmopolitanism has to offer as a response. The discus-
sion then introduces the facilitating of cosmopolitanism via experiential learning in
a postdigital environment as a new didactic approach in the field of cosmopolitan
learning. From there the analysis presents virtual action learning as a methodol-
ogy for investigating the facilitation of postdigital cosmopolitanism via experiential
learning. The chapter yields insights especially for researchers and educators inter-
ested in facilitating and evaluating experiential learning via digital means as well
as for scholars interested in the practice and facilitation of postdigital cosmopoli-
tanism.

The final section of the volume “Analyzing Online Discourses” commences with
the chapter by Alina Jugenheimer. Utilizing Ulrich Beck’s concept of cosmopoli-
tanization and bringing it together with Fergal Lenehan's notion of postdigital
cosmopolitanism, the contribution deals with constructions of threat in (extreme)
right-wing online discourses on the German-language, right-catholic website
Kath.net, and how threat constructions may actually be sustained and reinforced
due to the (quasi-)cosmopolitan context. These supposed threats include feminism
and gender discourses, abortion, immigration and birth rates. The author argues
that emancipatory processes appear as an even greater threat, as they enable legal
access to abortion, the disturbance of biological and traditional gender roles and
ideas of family, which, in such discourses, aggravates the threat to the (white,
Christian) “Volk”, thus reinforcing existing uncertainties and enabling right-wing
online narratives to appear especially efficacious.

In her contribution, Carmen Pereyra examines the discourse surrounding an
article that appeared in The Washington Post during the 2022 Football World Cup,
entitled: “Why doesn’t Argentina have more Black players?” and which aroused
an extensive discussion on the platform Twitter/X. The chapter discusses how
Argentine online imaginings of nationhood have parallelled historical imaginings
of the Argentine nation and have oscillated from a cosmopolitan, freedom-based,
(quasi-)postmigrant and diverse type of Argentine nationality to a nationalist,
essentialist conception oriented towards “Whiteness”. For weeks, Argentine Twit-
ter users went from direct attacks on the author of the article - mostly accusing
her of being ignorant of Argentina’s racial reality, denying the prevailing “White
Narrative” that the article sought to point out — to sarcastic mockery and, finally,
to the accusation of academic colonialism. Carmen Pereyra argues that a societal
paradox is present in this collection of more than 5,000 tweets: Argentine society’,
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as reflected in this discourse, perceives itself as post-migratory and post-race, while
simultaneously perpetuating a racist and colonial imaginary through the enduring
myth of the ‘crisol de razas’ (melting pot).

Roman Lietz and Carmen Pereyra, in their chapter, examine links between social
media postings, international football fandom and ideas of cosmpolitanism. They
use qualitative methods to examine a corpus 0f 12,907 social media comments, from
YouTube, Twitter/X and Instagram, which document the unexpected football-based
sense of fraternity which developed digitally between football fans from Bangladesh
and Argentina during, especially, the 2022 World Cup. This discussion is interwoven
with the colonial-historical background of both countries, not least their relation-
ships with Britain and the unlikely history of Argentine-Bangladeshi friendship, and
is theoretically underpinned by concepts drawn especially from digital cosmopoli-
tanism while also remaining embedded in the postdigitality discourse. They argue,
ultimately, that this corpus represents a cross-country online fandom which may be
seen as a type of banal solidarity-based expression of digital cosmopolitanism.

Yolanda Lépez Garcia’s chapter explores the construction of narratives sur-
rounding Europeanness, skin colour, and multilingualism of the public Instagram
account @the_whitexicans and discusses how dominant imaginaries of coloniality
and Mexicanness are reconfigured in what she calls the “postdigital field of action”.
Engaging in netnographic, thematic and hermeneutic analysis, she argues that the
neologism whitexican and the narratives linked to it on Instagram may be viewed
as E-maginaries, a type of emerging digital imaginary which contributes to the
changing of collective meanings. Ultimately, she concludes, this discourse and its
imagining of both a cosmopolitan and essentialized type of Europeanness reveals
socialized categories that highlight various forms of discrimination which are typi-
cal for plural societies, including racism, despite discursive arguments suggesting
a Mexican quasi-postmigrant reality.

Luisa Conti’s chapter addresses polarization, misinformation, and the erosion
of social cohesion by examining dynamics within digital spaces that reinforce anti-
cosmopolitan attitudes. Utilizing a multimodal approach that combines netnogra-
phy with expereintial hermeneutics, she explores the Facebook page of the German
newspaper Bild, focusing on news posts that stimulate discussions arousing anti-
cosmopolitan sentiments. The analysis reveals a convivial atmosphere characteriz-
ing these spaces, where Othering practices foster easy consensus, facilitating com-
munity building, a sense of belonging, and the internalization of anti-cosmopolitan
sentiments. She argues that the central distorted imaginary may be seen as a funda-
mental error, as it creates a scenario in which the (national) “imagined community”
is perceived as endangered, thus undermining the foundations of society by legit-
imizing a disregard for the constitutional principles of pluralistic democracy.
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