
Contents

Acknowledgments  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 7

1. 	 Introduction: Materialist Minds  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 9
Minding Matter �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 9
A New Naturalism? � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 11
Marco Roth’s “The Rise of the Neuronovel” �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 14
A Critique of Roth’s Critique �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 16
Materialist Minds in Literature: Other Accounts � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 20
Research Assumptions and Questions �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 22
Thesis �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 26
Structure and Method �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 27

2.	 Key Terms and Concepts  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 29
Minds, Selves, and Subjects �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 29
The Unconscious �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 34
Habit and Plasticity � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 36
New Materialism � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 37
Agency, Autonomy, and Automaticity � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 39
Matter/Materiality � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 41
Neo-Naturalism �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 48

3. 	 “My wayward brain”: Cerebral Subjectivity  
and Narrative Identity in the Neuro-Memoir  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 51
What (or When) is the Neuro-Memoir? �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 51
The Cerebral Subject �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 57
The Cerebral Subject and the Neurochemical Self � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 59
The Cerebral Subject and the Sufficiently Separate Self  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 60
The Narrative or Autobiographical Self �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 62
The Narrative Self in Paul Ricoeur �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 65
The Narrative Self in Materialist Theories of Consciousness �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 67
Materialist Theories of Consciousness in Theories of the Narrative Self  � � � � � � � � � � 70
A Hypothesis �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 74

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839449295-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.103, am 09.06.2026, 20:06:31. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839449295-toc


Kay Redfield Jamison and Elyn R. Saks: Revising Subjectivity  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 76
Jamison and Saks: Control  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 79
Siri Hustvedt and Allen Shawn: Integrating Mind and Matter �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 87
Marc Lewis and Michael W. Clune: Addiction and Agency �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 97
Marc Lewis: Learning, Inside and Out � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 98
Michael W. Clune: The Futility of Attempting to Forget the Self � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 105
Chapter Conclusion: Integration and Control �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 114

4. 	 “Just some kind of nerve impulse in the brain”:  
Substances and Subjects in the Novels of Don DeLillo  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 119
Characters and Subjects �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 119
End Zone  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 125
Great Jones Street  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 131
Ratner’s Star �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 137
White Noise � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 151
Chapter Conclusion: “The old human muddles and quirks”  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 157

5.	 Between Agency and Automatism:  
David Foster Wallace’s Infinite Jest  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 163
An Informing Fear �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 163
Wallace Scholarship and the Therapeutic Paradigm �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 169
“A machine in the ghost”: Hal Incandenza �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 174
“Now they’ve got you, and you’re free”: Don Gately �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 189
Chapter Conclusion: “Configured for a recursive loop”  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 200

6.	 Neural Narrative: Richard Powers’s Galatea 2.2 and The Echo Maker  �� 205
Contemporary Contexts of Consciousness �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 205
“An owner’s manual for the brain”: Galatea 2.2 �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 213
“The brain is the ultimate storytelling machine”: The Echo Maker  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 232
Chapter Conclusion: The Apotheosis of Narrative �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 255

Conclusion  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 265
Summary and Findings �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 265
Motifs and Tropes �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 267
Renewal and Revision I: Conceptions of Subjectivity �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 270
Renewal and Revision II:  
The Representation of Consciousness and Character �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 275
Renewal and Revision III: Formal Design and Metaphoricity �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 281
Renewal and Revision IV: The Relevance and Social Function of Literature �� � � � � 282

Works Cited  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 287

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839449295-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.103, am 09.06.2026, 20:06:31. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839449295-toc

