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Fugmann, R. (1997). Bridging the Gap between Da-
tabase Indexing and Book Indexing.
Knowledge Organization, 24(4). 205-212. 15 refs.

ABSTRACT: Traditionally, database indexing and book in-
dexing have been looked upon as being quite distinct and
have been kept apart in textbooks and teaching. The tradi-
tional borderline between both variations of indexing, how-
ever, should not conceal fundamental commonalities of the
two approaches. For example, thesaurus construction and
usage, quite common in databases, has hardly been encoun-
tered in book indexing so far. Database indexing, on the
other hand, has hardly made use of subbeadings of the syn-
tax-displaying type, quite common in book indexing. Most
database users also prefer precombining vocabulary units and
reject concept analysis. However, insisting on precombining
descriptors in a large database vocabulary may, in the long
run, well be destructive to the quality of indexing and of the
searches. A complementary approach is conceivable which
provides both precombinations and analyzed subjects, both
index language syntax and subheadings, and provides access
to an information system via precombinations, without
jeopardizing the manageability of the vocabulary. Such an
approach causes considerable costs in input because it in-
volves a great deal of intellectual work. On the other hand,
much time and costs will be saved in the use of the system.
In addition, such an approach would endow an information
system with survival power. (Author)

selves. Then, relying on the lessons of linguistics and auto-
matic translating, he describes two types of viable solutions:
the harmonization of several information languages (an un-
easy and costly processing); and the automatic harmoniza-
tion of the indexing formulas through prefabricated con-
cordance tables, an easier solution which can however be
hampered by structural discrepancies. Last he sketches a
critical view of the concept of switching language. (Author)

Maniez, J. (1997). Database Merging and the Com-
patibility of Indexing Languages.
Knowledge Organization, 24(4), 213-224, 10 refs

ABSTRACT: Compatibility is the paradise lost of informa-
tion scientists, the dream of a universal communication be-
tween information languages. Paradoxically the information
languages increase the difficulties of cooperation between
the different information databases. This noxious side-effect
has become flagrant for the latest decade since the shared
cataloguing and the telecharging facilities have increased the
exchanges. After defining the notion of information com-
patibility, the author shows that it meets the same care of
semantic coherence as the information languages them-

Veltman, Kim H., (1997), Frontiers in Conceptual
Navigation.
Knowledge Organization, 24(4), 225-245. 43 refs.

ABSTRACT : Recent advances in technology assume a
separation of content and presentation with respect to data
structures. In terms of access, however, there are important
reasons for relating content and presentation (different
views, perspectives). The paper outlines some fundamental
concepts underlying a prototype for a System for Universal
Media Searching (SUMS), namely, learning filters, and
knowledge contexts, levels of lcnowledge, questions as strat-
egy: purpose as orientation; media choices, quality, quan-
tity, questions, space using maps and projections; multi-
temporal views and integrating tools. It foresees how such a
system, linked with the equivalent of a digital reference
room, will provide the basis for a System for Universal
Multimedia Access (SUMMA). The latter part of the paper
addresses recent developments in three-dimensional inter-
faces. It claims that these are particularly suited for certain
tasks such as visualising connections in conceptual spaces;
seeing invisible differences as well as comprehension and
prediction by seeing absence. It suggests also some ways in
which two- and three-dimensional interfaces can be used in
complementary ways. (This paper was prepared for a lec-
ture at a recent meeting of the German Chapter of ISKO
devoted to Wissensorganisation mit Multimedialen Techniken
[Knowledge Organization with Multimedia Techniques), (Ber-
lin, October 1997), the proceedings of which will contain an
abridged version.) (Author)
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Manuscripts should be submitted in English only to the
editor-in-chief in two double-spaced copies and should be
accompanied by an indicative abstract of 100 to 200 words.
After manuscripts are accepted for publication in Knowledge
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Scope

The more scientific data are generated in the impetuous pre-
sent times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended to
control these data in a retrievable fashion. With the abundance
of knowledge now available the questions of new solutions to
the ordering problem and thus of improved classification sys-
tems, methods and procedures have acquired unforeseen signifi-
cuice. For many years now they have been in the focus of inter-
est of information scientists the world over.

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classification
was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the numer-
ous technical journals serving the experts of the various fields
such as

philosophy and science of science

science policy and science organization
mathematics, statistics and computer science
library and information science

archivistics and museology

journalism and communication science
industrial products and commodiy science
terminology, lexicography and linguistics

Beginning 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION
(formerly INTERNATIONAL CLASSFICATION) has been
serving as a common platform for the discussion of both theo-
retical background questions and practical application problems
in many areas of concern. In each issue experts from many
countries comment on questions of an adequate structuring and
construction of ordering systems and on the problems of their
use in opening the information contents of new literature, of
data collections and survey, of tabular works and of other ob-
jects of scientific interest. Their contributions have been con-
cerned with

(1) clanfying the theoretical foundations (general ordering
theory/science theoretical bases of classification, data
analysis and reduction)

(2)  describing practical operations connected with indexing/
classification, as well as applications of classification sys-
tems and thesauri, mannal and machine indexing

(3)  tracing the history of classification knowledge and meth-
odology

(4)  discussing questions of education and training in classifica-
ton

(5)  concerning themselves with the problems of terminology
in general and with respect to special fields.

Aims

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is meunt to be
a programme for the improvement of classification methods
and processes, a fonum for discussion for all those interested in
the organization of knowledge on a universal or a subject-field
scale, using concept-analytical and/or concept-synthetical ap-
proaches as well as numerical procedures and comprising also
the intellectual and automatic compilation and use of classifica-
tion systems and thesauri in all fields of knowledge, with special
attention being given to the problems of terminology.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original ar-
ticles, reports on conferences and similar communications, the
Newsletters of the International Society for Knowledge Or-
ganization (ISKO News) and the Committee on Classification
Research of the International Federation for Information and
Documentation (FID/CR News) as well as book reviews, let
ters to the editor, and an extensive annotated bibliography of
recent classification and indexing literature, covering some 500
items in each issue.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be
available at every university and research library of every coun-
try, at every information center, at colleges and schools of li-
brary and information science, in the hands of everybody inter-
ested in the fields mentioned above and thus also at every office
for updating information on any topic related to the problems
of order in our information{looded tunes.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in 1973
by an international group of scholars with a consulting board of
editors representing the world's regions, the special classification
fields, and the subject areas involved. From 1974-1980 it was
published by K.G. Saur Verlag, Miinchen. Back issues of 1978-
1992 are available from ERGON- Verlag, too. (T he 14 volumes
of 1978-1992 are offered now at the highly reduced price of DM
200,)

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION has be-
come the official organ of the NTERNATIONAL SOCIETY
FOR KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION ([SKO) and is inr
cluded for every ISKO-member, personal or institutional in the
membership fee (US $ 50/US $ 100).

Rates: From 1997 on for 4 issues/ann. (including indexes)
DM 158,- (forwarding costs included). Membership rates see
above. -

ERGON-Verlag, Grombiihlstr, 7, GER-97080 Wiirzburg;
Phone: +49 (931) 280084; FAX +49 (931) 282872;
E-mail: ERGON-Verlag@t-online.de

The contents of this journal are indexed and abstracted in Refera-
tivnyi Zhurnal Informatika and in the following online databases:
Information Science Abstracts, INSPEC, Library and Information
Science Abstracts (LISA), Library Literature, PASCAL and Socie-
logical Abstracts.
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