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gran parte del Caribe. Obeah es un concepto pluriseman-
tico, por un lado posee una concrecion materializada en
un pequeiio objeto, al que se le adscribian distintas cua-
lidades de proteccidn, pero que incluye ademas practicas
realizadas por especialistas, entre otras, terapéuticas. Los
maroons realizaban complejos ritos para volverse inmu-
nes contra las armas de los blancos (Honychurch: 240).
Durante la llamada primera guerra maroon, en 1785-86,
un jefe maroon condenado a muerte, tiene dos preocupa-
ciones: el destino de su hijo y de su obeah, que llevaba
colgada al pecho y deseaba enterrar antes de morir. Las
autoridades intentaron desterrar la practica de obeah, pues
la veian como una supersticién que asimilaban a la bruje-
ria; temian sobre todo el hecho que creaba redes de rela-
ciones entre los esclavos, similares a sociedades secretas
(Honychurch: 120). En algunos casos, como con respec-
to a dos mujeres, mencionado por Pattullo, las autorida-
des uneron ambas acusaciones y condenaron a dos muje-
res por ser maroons y por practicar la “brujeria” (obeah).

El fenémeno de los maroons en Dominica tiene para-
lelos con fenémenos similares en otras regiones con res-
pecto a otros grupos de poblacion. Durante la breve pose-
sion de la isla por los franceses (1778—1784), los maroons
habian hecho alianzas con ellos, de quienes habian obte-
nido armas. En esta época, realizaban sus ataques y ex-
pediciones de robo ostentando los colores de la bandera
tricolor francesa. Estas alianzas recuerdan los numerosos
casos en que un grupo indigena se alié a uno de los po-
deres coloniales presentes en la region, de quien habian
recibido un trato mds amable o generoso, en contra de
otro (por ej. entre los grupos indigenas que vivian en re-
giones tanto de influencia de la Corona espafiola como la
portuguesa).

Pero también otros sucesos entre los maroons mues-
tran la similaridad de la aplicacion del poder sobre grupos
de poblacion diferentes: El gobernador Ainslie se habia
asegurado la colaboracion de esclavos, a los que les pro-
metia la libertad si guiaban a las patrullas de castigo por
el interior de la isla y mataban a los maroons que se ne-
garan a rendirse. Con ellos habia formado, bajo el mando
de oficiales blancos, una milicia que conocia los intrin-
cados accesos a las aldeas maroons y podian guiar a los
oficiales. Esta milicia, conocida bajo el nombre de Black
Rangers, fue decisiva en el triunfo inglés. Mutatis mutan-
dis, este fendmeno presenta paralelismos entre lo suce-
dido con grupos indigenas del Amazonas y otras regio-
nes de las tierras bajas de América del Sur, que actuaban
como soldados en empresas destinadas a sacar por medio
de la violencia traer del interior de la selva a otros indige-
nas que habian elegido vivir en libertad.

De las consideraciones anteriores se deduce que ni
Honychurch ni Pattullo han escrito dos obras a gran esca-
la, o han llevado a cabo una comparacién de este fenéme-
no con otras regiones del Caribe, sino que han focaliza-
do en el caso concreto de Dominica. Lo que se pierde en
extension regional se gana en una riquisima informacion,
en el cual a veces, como en la breve biografia de los gran-
des jefes maroons (Pattullo: 152—-155), estos se nos apare-
cen como hombres de carne y hueso. Seria muy sugestiva
hacer una comparacién entre este caso concreto y movi-
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mientos similares de resistencia y evitacién en Jamaica y
Surinam, donde los maroons establecieron tratados con
el poder colonial, evitando asi el exterminio. Para obtener
un panorama exhaustivo de la situacién de los maroons
en Dominica es recomendable la lectura de ambos libros.
El libro de Honychurch es rico en ilustraciones, dibu-
jos, fotos y mapas, un material que acompaia magnifica-
mente el texto. Las reproducciones del no muy conocido
pintor Agostino Brunias, un pintor italiano residente en
Londres, que viaja acompafiando a un gobernador, mues-
tran un vivido panorama de la vida en la colonia. Sus
cuadros, la mayoria sobre la poblacién de color, aunque
algunos también sobre los kalinago, muestran una com-
posicién de la poblacion mas heterogénea que el cliché
que consiste en imaginar grupos de blancos en contrapo-
sicién a negros esclavos: algunos duefios de plantaciones
eran mulatos, algunos negros libres poseian esclavos, e in-
cluso un esclavo, si su duefio lo permitia, podia comprar
otro esclavo. La poblacién de color en buena posicion se
hacia retratar vestida a la moda francesa, rodeada de sus

lacayos negros vestidos con librea.
Maria Susana Cipolletti

Inhorn, Marcia C., Wendy Chavkin, and José-Al-
berto Navarro (eds.): Globalized Fatherhood. New York:
Berghahn Books, 2015. 419 pp. ISBN 978-1-78238-
437-3. (Fertility, Reproduction, and Sexuality, 27) Price:
$120.00

You may have seen a view of Earth taken from out-
er space at night. The light of electric human habitation
forms distinct patterns. While this 2015 edited volume
purported to offer a unique view of human fatherhood
around the globe, what really shines is a scattering of
compelling case studies. This volume’s contributions thus
light up bits of the night sky, but most of the surface is
dark.

The ambitions of this volume are expressed in the
opening “Acknowledgements”: “To our knowledge, [Glo-
balized Fatherhood] represents the first collection of stud-
ies on fatherhood by scholars working in a variety of sites
around the world” (ix). This is an audacious claim, for
which the editors’ apparent gaps in knowledge of the lit-
erature are remarkable. They even cite authors who have
done a much more thorough job of discussing fatherhood
globally! Readers might refer to works by leading father-
hood researcher Michael Lamb, including a 2013 volume
(“Fathers in Cultural Context”) he coedited with David
and Barbara Shwalb, which attends to central patterns of
breadwinning, direct childcare, and legal dimensions of
fatherhood internationally through a reliance on interdis-
ciplinary quantitative and qualitative research.

The volume covers a range of material. A helpful “In-
troduction” sets the stage, and points to five recurring
themes prevailing in the ensuing 16 chapters: work, mi-
gration, care, reproduction, and family formation. Al-
though the book purports to address fatherhood globally,
the featured chapter topics tend to occupy specific niches
and involve small samples of men rather than focus on
widely generalizable findings. A chapter on Japanese pa-
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ternal leave embraces a very small percentage of men,
even as the discussion is embedded in wider discussions
of economic and policy change. At least four chapters fo-
cus on infertility and assisted reproduction, resulting in
an inordinate amount of space devoted to this topic. A
chapter on transnational fatherhood compares the role of
fathers in Spain who provide (or not) resources to either
adopted children from Peru or the children left behind in
Peru by fathers who work in Spain. A small number of
Vietnamese men are stay-at-home fathers while their chil-
dren’s mothers work elsewhere, with these men report-
edly depressed because of their failures at breadwinning
and also providing less attentive childcare compared with
mothers. This focus on niche aspects of fatherhood limits
its usefulness to scholars or policy-makers seeking infor-
mation on larger patterns. A jargon-laden table of “a new
vocabulary” given in the “Introduction” is likely to be of
little impact or use among interdisciplinary scholars.

At the same time, the topics the volume highlights are
treated very well. The aspects of fatherhood featured in
the book are among those pushing the boundaries of tech-
nology, the workplace, and government regulation. As
gay men in Australia employ surrogates to bear children
in India, government regulations have changed so rap-
idly in India and Australia to make many of the findings
on that topic historical (i.e., many such practices are no
longer allowed). Patterns of Filipino fathers” work, either
when the fathers migrate for work or when their wives mi-
grate and the fathers’ take on primary caregiving roles, of-
fer fascinating insights into fathers’ roles providing direct
childcare, financial resources, and discipline. Religious
and legal guidelines informing the acceptability (or not)
of sperm donation, adoption, and intracytoplasmic sperm
injection (ICSI) techniques shape the potential for men in
Turkey, United Arab Emirates and Egypt to become fa-
thers. Mexican men regard their participation in a sexual
health study as a cause undertaken to benefit their wives
and children: staying alive and healthy helps them be bet-
ter fathers. How Gulf War veterans conceive of their chal-
lenges having children offers unexpected insights into the
casualties of war. The care offered by Palestinian fathers
to their cancer-stricken children during long hospital stays
in Israel is emotionally powerful. Southeastern Nigerian
men’s fathering can be viewed in light of increasingly
companionate marriages, declining fertility, importance
of education, and religious values. The volume’s value
rests in these empirically rich and cutting-edge views into
new dimensions of fatherhood in a variety of globalized
settings.

The volume’s successes and limitations are reflected in
the methods on display. Ethnographic interviews are the
primary means by which data are obtained. This gives rise
to vivid anecdotes and compelling themes. Other sourc-
es include government documents, notes from participant
observation, and even fathers’ blogs. These sources lend
themselves to sketches of the salient features of the social
contexts in which fatherhood manifests. However, rela-
tively few large surveys or quantitative behavioral obser-
vations are drawn upon, and the more widespread and
normative is often placed in the background in favor of
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a narrower feature of fatherhood. Collectively, the meth-
ods illustrate the power of ethnography, but come at ex-
pense to more vigorously engaging a wider interdisciplin-
ary scholarship drawing on a wider array of methods and
that is also concerned with fatherhood cross-culturally.
Most of the chapters situate their work in some version
of a social constructionist (e.g., hegemonic masculinity)
or historic framework, with rapid social change regularly
emphasized. A pattern across the chapters is that chang-
ing aspects of fathers must be viewed within wider social
contexts: with respect to a partner, children, other family
members, work, and still larger sociocultural, demograph-
ic, and legal worlds. A father is clearly an embedded man.
Other patterns across chapters recognize the growing im-
portance of viewing fathers in more multifaceted ways
than as breadwinners only; contributions to direct child-
care and a child’s social upbringing are also noted. Could
the authors and editors identify some larger meta-theory
to help frame and interpret the findings? Could they find
better theoretical and methodological bridges to other dis-
ciplines? Those are more distant issues then the up-close
ethnographic richness of specific cases, but they are also
worth contemplating in the effort to have the most im-
pactful and interdisciplinary illuminations on fatherhood.
Peter B. Gray

Kaplan, Robert D.: Asia’s Cauldron. The South Chi-
na Sea and the End of a Stable Pacific. New York: Ran-
dom House, 2014. 229 pp. ISBN 978-08129-9906-8.
Price: $ 18.00

Obwohl das neueste Buch von Robert David Kaplan
sich vordergriindig an geopolitisch Interessierte zu richten
scheint, ist es auch fiir Kultur- und Sozialwissenschaft-
ler interessant. Es bietet eine detailreiche Darstellung der
verschiedenen kulturellen und historisch bedingten Men-
talitdten der Bevolkerungen der Anrainerstaaten des siid-
chinesischen Meeres sowie deren Umgang mit einem
in der Region immer dominanter auftretenden China.
Der Journalist Kaplan war von 2012 bis 2014 geopoli-
tischer Analyst des Stratfor (Strategic Forecasting) Insti-
tutes, einem der fithrenden privaten US-amerikanischen
Think Tanks, der Analysen, Berichte und Zukunftspro-
jektionen zur Geopolitik, zu Sicherheitsfragen und Kon-
flikten anbietet. Manche Kommentatoren nennen ihn zu-
sammen mit Samuel Huntington, Francis Fukuyama und
Paul Kennedy als einen der groBen “Post-Cold War Era”-
Interpreten, deren Werke auf politische Administrationen
und deren Entscheidungen Einfluss hatten und insbeson-
dere auch postnationalistische Tendenzen beriicksichti-
gen. Die vorliegende Untersuchung stiitzt sich auf zahl-
reiche in den betreffenden Lindern gefiihrte Interviews
mit Experten und Wissenschaftlern sowie auf die Aus-
wertung politischer Positionspapiere und Analysen. Das
Buch stellt eine konsequente Weiterentwicklung und Er-
ginzung zu zwei weiteren im selben Verlag erschiene-
nen Biichern des Autors dar: einerseits zum 2013 verof-
fentlichten “The Revenge of Geography. What the Map
Tells Us about Coming Conflicts and the Battle against
Fate”, andererseits zum bereits 2010 erschienenen Buch
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