Acknowledgements

For this book I was allowed into the intimate lives of five women. They let me be — or
allowed me to continue being — part of their lives for the five years of the PhD pro-
cess, and I am very grateful to them for their contributions and thought-provoking
discussions. Without their consent to participate and share their stories, this thesis
would not exist. What figures in this research is really only a small part of their lives,
which have just begun. Their reflections about the African diaspora will continue to
evolve during the course of their lives, especially as their children get older and de-
velop their own expectations in relation to their ancestral origins. I hope that I will
be able to continue being a part of their lives too. For the purpose of anonymity, I am
only able to refer to you using your pseudonyms, but I still want to say thank you to
Maya B., Aminata Camara, Lamine Camara, Lafia T., Oxana Chi and Layla Zami.

I wish to express my deep gratitude to my supervisor Anne-Christine Trémon.
Not only did she agree to supervise me in a difficult time, but she took that task
very seriously. Her intellectual engagement with my research contributed in a vital
way to the making of the thesis, while her questions, suggestions and comments
throughout the whole research process shaped this work in its becoming what it is.
Without her guidance I do not want to imagine how this book would have turned
out. I would also like to thank my co-supervisor David Picard for getting the ball
rolling in the first place. He made this thesis possible by giving me the opportunity
to come to the little Swiss mountain town of Sion and become a PhD assistant, and
he introduced me to the exciting world of academia and the anthropology of travel
and tourism. Both of you encouraged and supported me to actually go through with
this research, and I am very grateful for that support.

I would further like to express my thanks to the jury members Héléne Neveu
Kringelbach, Damani Partridge and to the PhD comité member Naomi Leite. Your
engagement with my research and your questions, suggestions and comments
opened up my research to new paths, theories and methods and helped me to make
my writing more precise and concrete.

Thank you to my colleagues from the Cultures and Natures of TourismWorking
Group and to all my fellow IGD colleagues for always making the campus in Sion
and Lausanne pleasant places to hang out and come to work. Coffees, lunches and

- am 12.02.2026, 22:00:16.


https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839473412-003
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Silvia Wojczewski: Afrodiasporic Identities in Germany

apéros with you made it so much fun to work at Unil, and I am grateful for being able
to make so many friends from all over the world. Although I was already aware of it,
the Covid-19 crisis made me realise all the more what a particularly friendly working
environment I had, because I have truly missed my colleagues this last year. A spe-
cial thank you also to the Personnel Administratif et Technique Christelle Monnet,
Marcia Curchod, Carole Oppliger and Joélle Richard for helping me get over all the
hurdles of university administration and bureaucracy. Thank you also to the Labora-
toire dAnthropologie Culturelle et Sociale — LACS at Unil. It was very important for
me to be included in a group of anthropologists, to deepen and broaden my under-
standing of this discipline that I love. Thank you to my copyeditor David Hawkins for
his careful and respectful editing of the thesis and to Graeme Currie for proofread-
ing the book manuscript. Thank you also to the team at transcript Verlag for taking
good care of me, especially Johanna Ténsing and Mark Schifers.

Thank you also to all of my wonderful friends for supporting me every step of
the way and for constant reminding me that there are other things in life besides
work. Without your warm friendship, my life would not be fulfilled. Special thanks
to Viktoria and Sophie for reading abstracts, articles, chapters and listening to my
pre-presentations, worries, hopes and everything. And thank you to Teresa, Julia,
Sophie, Viktoria, Julie, Deepa, Maria and Aisha for showing me that friendship has
no borders.

Merci and danke to my family: to my mother and father for supporting all my pro-
fessional and private decisions no matter what and for transmitting to me the feel-
ing that I can always rely on their love and support. Thank you to my brothers for
being good role models and for the four cutest nephews. Finally, I want to say thank
you to my partner Christoph for going through this long process together with me.
Thanks for accommodating along-distance relationship between Vienna, Frankfurt,
Sion and Lausanne and for coming to live with me in Lausanne and exploring Swiss
life together. Also thank you for adding an artistic touch to the thesis by contributing
your amazing drawings. Love. Looking forward to our new little adventure. Love to
my son, Pablito.

- am 12.02.2026, 22:00:16.


https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839473412-003
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

