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Beghtol, Clare (1998). Knowledge Domains:
Multidisciplinarity and Bibliographic
Classification Systems.

Knowledge Organization, 25(1/2), 1-12. 71 refs.

ABSTRACT: Bibliographic classification systems purport
to organize the world of knowledge for information storage
and retrieval purposes in libraries and bibliographies, both
manual and online. The major systems that have predomi-
nated during the twentieth century were originally predi-
cated on the academic disciplines. This structural principle
is no longer adequate because multidisciplinary knowledge
production has overtaken more traditional disciplinary per-
spectives and produced communities of cooperation whose
documents cannot be accommodated in a disciplinary struc-
ture. This paper addresses the problems the major classifica-
tions face, reports some attempts to revise these systems to
accommodate multidisciplinary works more appropriately,
and describes some theoretical research perspectives that at-
tempt to reorient classification research toward the plural-
istic needs of multidisciplinary knowledge creation and the
perspectives of different discourse communities. Tradition-
ally, the primary desiderata of classification systems were
mutual exclusivity and joint exhaustivity. The need to re-
spond to multidisciplinary research may mean that hospital-
ity will replace mutual exclusivity and joint exhaustivity as
the most needed and useful characteristics of classification
systems in both theory and practice. (Author)

Remesh Kumar, T.V. & Parameswaran, M. (1997)
Chain indexing and LISA.
Knowledge Organization, 25(1/2), 13-15, 4 refs.

ABSTRACT: Ranganathan’s Chain indexing technique is
devised as a complementary and supplementary tool to clas-
sification schemes. However, due to the efficiency and
economy, this technique can effectively be made use of in
deriving alphabetical subject indexes for any indexing/
abstracting services. The authors have made a close analysis
of Library and Information Science Abstracts (LISA) to elu-
cidate the extent of the impact of chain indexing in it
Some of the problems found in the application of chain
procedure in alphabetical subject indexing are identified and
the solution found in LISA has been explained.  (Author)

Hjerland, B. (1998). Information Retrieval, Text
Composition, and Semantics.
Knowledge Organization, 25(1/2), 16-31. 63 refs.

ABSTRACT: Information science (IS) is concerned with
the searching and retrieval of text and other information
(IR), mostly in electronic databases and on the Internet.
Such databases contain fulltext (or other kinds of docu-
ments, e.g. pictures) and/or document representations
and/or different kinds of "value added information". The
core theoretical problem for IS is related to the determina-
tion of the usefulness of different "subject access points” in
electronic databases. This problem is again related to theo-
ries of meaning and semantics. This paper outlines some
important principles in the design of documents done in the
field of "composition studies". It maps the possible subject
access points and presents research done on each kind of
these. It shows how theories of IR must build on or relate
to different theories of concepts and meaning. It discusses
two contrasting theories of semantics worked out by Lud-
wig Wittgenstein: "the picture theory” and "the theory of
language games” and demonstrates the different conse-
quences for such theories for IR. Finally, the implications
for information professionals are discussed. (Author)

Satija, M. P. 1998. Classification: Some Fundamen-
tals, Some Myths, Some Realities.
Knowledge Organization. 25(1/2), 32-35. 12 refs.

ABSTRACT: The pervasiveness of classification in all hu-
man activities is described. Classification is characterized as
being relative, utilitarian, and artificial. The importance of
classification in library settings and academic disciplines is
documented. Classification is described as an emerging, in-
dependent discipline. (Author)
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Scope

The more scientific data are generated in the impetuous pre-
sent times, the more ordering energy needs 10 be expended to
control these data in a retricvable fashion. With the abundance
of knowledge now available the questions of new solutions 10
the ordering problem and thus of improved classification sys-
tems, methods and procedures have acquired unforeseen signifi-
cance. For many years now they have been in the focus of inter-
est of information scientists the world over.

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classification
was published in piecemeal fashion, scatered over the numer-
ous technical journals serving the experts of the various fields
such as

philosophy and science of science

science policy and science organization
mathematics, statistics and computer science
library and information science

archivistics and museology

journalism and communication science
industrial products and commodity science
terminology, lexicography and linguistics

Beginning 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION
(formerly INTERNA'TIONAL CLASSIFICATION) has been
serving as a comumon plaform for the discussion of both theo-
retical background questions and practical application problems
in many areas of concern. In each issue experts from many
countries comment on questions of an adequate structuring and
construction of ordering systems and on the problems of their
use in opening the information contents of new literacure, of
data collections and survey, of tabular works and of other ob-
jects of scientific interest. Their contributions have been con-
cerned with

(1)  clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering
theory/science theoretical bases of classification, data
analysis and reduction)

(2)  describing practical operations connected with indexing/
classification, as well as applications of classification sys-
tems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing

(3)  wracing the history of classification knowledge and meth-
odology

(4)  discussing questions of education and wraining in classifica-
tion

(5)  concerning themselves with the problems of terminology
in general and with respect 10 special ficlds.

Aims

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is meant to be
a programme for the improvement of classification methods
and processes, a forum for discussion for all those imerested in
the organization of knowledge on a universal or a subject-field
scale, using concept-analytical and/or conceptsynthetical ap-
proaches as well as numerical procedures and comprising also
the imtellecual and automatic compilation and use of classifica-
tion systems and thesauri in all fields of knowledge, with special
autention being given to the problems of terminology.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original ar-
ticles, reports on conferences and similar communications, the
Newsletters of the International Society for Knowledge Or-
ganization (ISKO News) and the Committee on Classification
Research of the International Federation for Information and
Documentation (FID/CR Nesvs) as well as book reviews, let-
ters to the editor, and an extensive annotaied bibliography of
recent classification and indexing literature, covering some 500
items in each issue.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be
available at every university and rescarch library of every coun-
ury, at every information center, at colleges and schools of li-
brary and information science, in the hands of everybody inter-
ested in the fields mentioned above and thus also at every office
for updating information on any topic related to the problems
of order in our information-tlooded times.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in 1973
by an imernational group of scholars with a consuhing board of
editors representing the world's regions, the special classification
fields, and the subject areas involved. From 1974-1980 it was
published by K.G. Saur Verlag, Miinchen. Back issues of 1978-
1992 are available from ERGON-Verlag, too. (The 14 volumes
of 1978-1992 are offered now at the highly reduced price of DM
200,7)

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION has be-
come the official organ of the INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY
FOR KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION (ISKO) and is in-
cluded for every ISKO-member, personal or institutional in the
membership fee (US $ 50/US § 100).

Rates: From 1997 on for 4 issues/ann. (including indexes)
DM 158,- (forwarding costs included). Membership rates see
above.

ERGON:-Verlag, Grombiihlstr. 7, GER-97080 Wiirzburg;
Phoune: +49 (931) 280084; FAX +49 (931) 282872;
E-mail: ERGON-Verlag@t-online.de

The contents of this journal are indexed and abstracted in Refera-
tivayi Zburnal Informatika and in the following online databases:
Information Science Abstracts, INSPEC, Library and Information
Science Abstracts (LISA), Library Literature, PASCAL and Socio-
logical Abstracts.
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