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Hj0fbnd, B., Albrechtsen, H. (1999). An Analysis of Some 
Trends in Classification Research. Knowledge Organiza. 
tioll, 2r{3). 13 1 -139. 41 refs. 

ABSTRACT: This paper takes a second look at three pre­
vailing main themes in knowledge organization: i) the aca­
demic disciplines as the main structural principle; ii) the fic­
tion/non-fiction distinction; and iii) the '.lppropriue unit of 
analysis in online retrieval systems. The history and origin 
of bibliographic classification [Dewey, Bliss, Mills, Beghtol] 
are discussed from the perspective of pragmatist philosophy 
and social studies of science [Kuhn, Merton, Reich]. Choices 
of structural principles in different schemes are found to 
rely on more or less implicit philosophical foundations, 
ranging from rationalism to pragmatism. It is further shown 
how the increasing application of faceted structures as basic 
structural principles in universal classification schemes 
[DDC, UDC] impose rationalistic principles and structures 
for knowledge organization which arc not in alignment 
with the development of knowledge in the covered disci­
plines. Funher evidence of ration,llism in knowledge or­
ganization is the fiction/non· fiction distinction, excluding 
the important role of artistic resources for, in particular, 
hum,lnistic rese'lrch. Finally, for the analysis of appropriate 
bibliographic unit, it is argued that there is a need to shift 
towards a semiotic approach, founded on an understanding 
of imenextuality, rather than applying stand.lrd principles 
of hierarchical decomposition of documents. It is concluded 
that a change in classification research is needed, founded on 
a more historical and social understanding of knowledge. 

Broughton, V (1999). Notational Expressivity; the Case 
for and against the Representation of Internal Subject 
Structure in Notational Coding. Knowledge Organization, 
26(3). 140-148 . 22 refs. 

ABSTRACT: The ways in which notation can be used to 
express the content of documents to which it relates are 
variolls. At the most superficial level noution can corre· 
spond to the hierarchical structure of the schedules or link 
to literal components. The notation of compound concepts 
can express the structure <Ind composition of the com· 

pound, <lod systems exist in which symbols denote the func­
tional roles of the consriruent elements and the relationships 
between them. At the highest level notation can be used (0 

mirror the actual structure of those entities which it repre­
sents, as in the case of mathematical systems or chemical 
compounds. Methods of displaying these structures are ex­
amined, and the practicality in a documentary context is 
questioned, with particular reference to recent revision 
work on the chemistry class of the Bliss Bibliographic Clas­
sification 2nd edition (Be2). 

Robinson, G. (1999). Abridging the UDC: the compiling 
of the Pocket Edition. Knowledge Organization, 26(3). 149-
156. 7 refs. 

ABSTRACT: Gives an account of the editing of Universal 
Decimal Classification (UDC) from the full database to 
produce a brief, simplified version. Describes the selection 
criteria, difficulties in maintaining consistency and insights 
gained into optimizing future maintenance of the scheme. 
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