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education at several universities in and outside of Germany. After a doctoral the-
sis on a comparative literature problem, she taught German Literature and Com-
parative Literature at Ludwig-Maximilians-University München (Germany) and 
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where she is now professor for German Literature. In recent years her research 
has been focused on the representation of old age in literature and art and on 
the analysis of philosophical, scientific, and literary discourses on aging. 

Sibel IRZIK received her Ph.D. in comparative literature from Indiana 
University and taught English and comparative literature in the English 
Department of Bogazici University before joining the Cultural Studies Program 
in Sabanci University in 2005.  She is the author of Deconstruction and the Politics 
of Criticism, and the co-editor of Relocating the Fault Lines: Turkey beyond the East-
West Divide, a special issue of The South Atlantic Quarterly. She has also edited a 
selection of Mikhail Bakhtin’s writings and a collection of articles on gender and 
literature in Turkish. Her recent publications include articles on the modern 
Turkish novel, literary theory, and post-colonial literature. Most recently, her 
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