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titativer Merkmale beeinflussen (J. Blangero, J. T. Wil-
liams, L. Almasy und S. Williams-Blangero). Die Stan-
dardverfahren der Molekularbiologie, die in den Kapi-
teln 9 bis 11 didaktisch brillant abgehandelt werden,
stellen eine ausgefeilte Basis für die Einführung in prak-
tische Übungen dar.

Im vierten und letzten Teil geht es um die “Human
Diaspora” und die Ursprünge der Menschheit in und
außerhalb Afrikas (Kapitel 12 von S. A. Tishkoff und
M. K. Gonder). Interessant ist der Befund, dass trotz der
allgemeinen Unterstützung des Recent African Origin
Model “. . . some ancient lineages have been found in
Asia, raising the possibility of low levels of admixture
between modern and archaic humans outside of Africa”
(364). Das hört sich sehr nach Relethfords “mostly out
of Africa”-Modell an, was eher auf einen Kompromiss
zwischen RAO- und MRE-Modell hinauslaufen könnte.
Methodenfortschritt wird auch hier Rat bringen. Kapi-
tel 13 behandelt die Besiedlung Europas, insbesonde-
re die Wellen im Jungpaläo-, Meso- und Neolithikum
(B. Arredi, E. S. Poloni, C. Tyler-Smith). Die wach-
senden Datensammlungen über Y-chromosomale und
mtDNA-Befunde an historischem und rezentem Material
lassen hier in nächster Zeit, z. B. über genetische Da-
ten im Zusammenhang mit der Genetik von Hautfarbe
und Ernährung sowie differenzierten Selektionsmodel-
len, spannende Befunde erwarten. Das gilt auch für die
Besiedlung Ozeaniens (Kapitel 14: E. Matisoo-Smith)
und die Lösung der Kontroversen um die prähistorische
Kolonisation von Nord- und Südamerika (Kapitel 15:
F. M. Salzano).

Besonders lesenswert ist das 16. Kapitel aus der Fe-
der von H. C. Harpending, der nach Wunsch des Heraus-
gebers ein wenig “science fiction” verfassen und “sich
gehen lassen” sollte. Herausgekommen ist ein exzellen-
ter knapper Überblick zum Status quo der Forensik, der
Medizinischen Genetik, der Menschheitsgeschichte so-
wie zur andauernden Selektion, ein würdiger Abschluss
für ein wichtiges und eigenständiges Herausgeberwerk,
das mit einem komplexen Index abschließt und mit
zahlreichen Literaturzitaten zu den einzelnen Kapiteln
gespickt ist.

Obwohl Michael Crawfords Konzept in einigen Fäl-
len durch kurzfristige Absagen der ursprünglich vorge-
sehenen Autoren nach seiner Aussage nicht ganz die
geplante Form erlangte und durch eigene Beiträge ab-
gerundet werden musste, ist das dem Werk nicht anzu-
merken, weshalb dem Nestor der anthropologischen Ge-
netik hohes Lob auszusprechen ist. Herausgeberschaften
– eine alte Erfahrung – schaffen mehr Frust als wis-
senschaftliche Befriedigung. Wenn dann letztlich doch
Sammelschriften wie diese entstehen, hat sich die Mühe
überaus gelohnt – und bitte Michael: weitermachen,
denn die rasant fortschreitende Anthropogenetik der
kommenden Jahre braucht Updates wie diese.

Winfried Henke

Davidson, Jamie S., and David Henley (eds.):
The Revival of Tradition in Indonesian Politics. The

Deployment of adat from Colonialism to Indigenism.
London: Routledge, 2007. 377 pp. ISBN 978-0-415-
41597-2. Price: £ 95.00

The study of traditional law has fascinated social
anthropologists from the very beginning since its estab-
lishment as a subject of social sciences in the nineteenth
century. Research on traditional, oral (i.e., noncodified)
law started as soon as European powers established
themselves as colonial masters in Africa, Asia, and
elsewhere by searching the nature and rules of so-called
“indigenous” law, relying mainly on the testimonies of
traditional elites. Traditional law was considered of great
practical importance for colonial judges, administrators,
and others in their daily matters in the colonies. This
often implied a usage of the term “law” in a strictly
European sense, not distinguishing between “law” and
“custom” or “tradition,” with considerable consequences
for the administration in European colonies, e.g., for
questions on land rights, traditional authority, or hered-
itary titles. Especially in the Netherlands East Indies,
present-day Indonesia, law studies had a very strong
focus on the so-called adat, an indigenized term de-
riving from an Arabic word which is found today in
most local languages of Indonesia and might be loosely
translated as “custom, tradition, (oral) law.” The efforts
of well-known Dutch colonial scholars such as C. van
Vollenhoven, C. Snouck Hurgronje, G. A. Wilken, B. ter
Haar, and others in the late nineteenth and the first half
of the twentieth century had an immense impact on
the conduct of the colony and, rather ironically, was
incorporated via Dutch-trained nationalists – especially
Raden Soepomo, Mohammad Hatta, and Soetomo must
be mentioned here – also into the constitution and laws
of the then new independent Republic of Indonesia.

The book reviewed here covers the development of
adat studies and its consequences from colonial times,
the early years of the Indonesian Republic up to actual
political and juridicial problems in the post-Soeharto
era. Considering the great importance of the subject,
it is somewhat surprising that a book on Indonesian
adat with an interdisciplinary approach has not appeared
earlier. This book edited by David Henley and Jamie
Davidson successfully fills this gap. It is the result of
a workshop which took place in Batam, Indonesia, in
2004 and combines articles by ethnologists, historians,
jurists, political scientists as well as NGO activists.

The reviewer can only discuss a few details of the
chapters as there is no space here to give every article
the attention which they deserve. The book contains 14
chapters and was provided with a very useful introduc-
tion by the editors of about 50 pages. This long introduc-
tory chapter of Davidson and Henley gives an overview
of the state of the art and also makes short references
to the following chapters. The editors discuss the his-
torical development of adat studies and the ideological
backgrounds of Dutch and early nationalist Indonesian
authors which sometimes bear close resemblances to
rather fascist blood-and-soil ideologies (25) which are
still very prominent in political discourses not only in
Indonesia, but also in neighbouring states like Malaysia,
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Brunei Darussalam, or Thailand. Furthermore the strong
importance of adat studies for contemporary indigenous
peoples’ movements in Indonesia is highlighted (4),
often combined with a certain nostalgia for colourful
and stabile pasts.

The following chapters discuss developments and
debates during colonial times (Fasseur, Burns) and con-
tinuities as well as discontinuities of adat from colo-
nialism to independent Indonesia (Henley, Bourchier).
Both Fasseur and Burns note the immense impact which
the Leiden law scholar Cornelis van Vollenhoven made
on the study of indigenous law in the Netherlands East
Indies up to World War II. While Burns’s focus lies
on conceptions and misconceptions of adat by Dutch
scholars (e.g., the equalization of “custom” and “law,”
pp. 68 ff.), the article of Fasseur also discusses debates
on and the consequences of this dual system of law in
colonial Indonesia (i.e., Dutch law plus/versus indige-
nous law) as a “colonial dilemma” (55 ff.). Henley’s ar-
ticle covers the history and role of cooperatives (Indone-
sian koperasi) for Indonesian societies. He successfully
unmasks Indonesian cooperatives based on adat which
were propagated by such diverse personalities like Dutch
scholar J. H. Boeke, Indonesian nationalist Mohammad
Hatta, or Indonesian social anthropologist Koentjaran-
ingrat as invented traditions in the Hobsbawmian sense
of the term (94 ff.). Bourchier emphasizes the role of
adat in the Indonesian political imagination and its cur-
rent revival in sociopolitical discourses. Especially some
activist groups seem to have rather romantic notions of
adat and tend to stress it in their policies more than
human rights or indigenous peoples’ rights (113 ff.).

The following chapters have a strong focus on poli-
tics and indigenous peoples’ rights. They either have a
nationwide approach (chapters 6, 7, 12) or an emphasis
on rather large ethnic groups like the Minangkabau
of Westsumatra or the Balinese (chapters 8, 9) or on
rather marginalized groups in Kalimantan, Flores, and
Sulawesi (chapters 10, 11, 13, 14, 15). Special mention
shall be made on the excellent discussion of the return
of traditional Islamic rulers into the field of political
activities by van Klinken (chapter 7). The claims of
power of traditional ruling elites seem to mushroom
since the end of the New Order regime of the Indonesian
military: while before 1998 only three former sultanates
have reinstalled new rulers (i.e., Aceh, Banten, and Ter-
nate), there has been a mushrooming of former sultans
and rajas after the step-down of President Soeharto in
May 1998 (152 ff.). Many of these former elites are
not satisfied any more with their symbolic role they
played for quite some time and insist for more powerful
positions.

Many articles stay quite close to their subject and
do not cover deep theoretical discussions or compara-
tive approaches which cover regions beyond Indonesia.
However, the use of studies of law by historians of
medieval Europe might have deepened many insights.
The reviewer would like to refer here only to the im-
portant essay by M. T. Clanchy “Remembering the Past
and the Good Old Law” (History 55.1970: 165–176)

or the book “Kingdoms and Communities in Western
Europe, 900–1300” (Oxford 1984) by Susan Reynolds.
But this is only a minor flaw.

Overall, the editors delivered a well-edited book
which is highly useful not only for specialists in In-
donesia, but also for anthropologists, historians, and po-
litical scientists in general. The broadness of approaches
makes this volume also a very good reference work for
teaching purposes for undergraduate and postgraduate
classes. The chapters generally are all well-written and
show a great expertise and scholarship of each author
in his respective field. What a pity that the usual far
too high price of the publishing house may hinder a
wider distribution of this excellent book. Private readers
will unfortunately have to wait for a cheaper paperback
edition. Holger Warnk

Deimel, Claus: nawésari. Texte aus der Sierra Tara-
humara. (monografı́a rarámuri II) Berlin: Dietrich Rei-
mer Verlag, 2001. 210 pp. ISBN 3-496-02720-7. (Völ-
kerkundliche Abhandlungen, 14) Preis: € 72.00

Nach Band 1 der Monografı́a Rarámuri “Die ritu-
ellen Heilungen der Tarahumara” widmet sich Claus
Deimel im 2. Band “nawésari. Texte aus der Sierra
Tarahumara” den rituellen Sprechgesängen der Tarahu-
mara (auch Rarámuri genannt), die in Nordwestmexiko
leben. Die Nawésari genannten Sprechgesänge werden
z. B. zu Beginn von Versammlungen und im Verlauf
von Maisbierzeremonien vorgetragen. Diese Reden ru-
fen zu Zeremonien auf und ermahnen die Zuhörer zu
einem “richtigen Handeln im Sinne der religiösen Ge-
bote”. Ein Nawésari zeigt inhaltliche Charakteristika,
wie die Nennung der Vorfahren als Vorbilder, auch ist
er formal durch eine besondere Sprechweise (sermoni-
sierender Sprechgesang) und häufige Wiederholungen
charakterisiert. Bei den Zuhörern erfordert der Vor-
trag eines Nawésari eine spezielle, Respekt bezeugende
Haltung.

Die im Kontext religiöser Zeremonien entstande-
nen Nawésari stehen jedoch nicht im Mittelpunkt der
Veröffentlichung, denn die Rituale und dazugehörige
Sprechgesänge waren Thema des 1. Bandes der Mo-
nografı́a Rarámuri. Gegenstand dieser Veröffentlichung
sind Reden von Rarámuri über ihre Kultur und ihre Ri-
tuale, d. h. durch den Autor Claus Deimel angeregte, auf
Tonband aufgezeichnete Erklärungen. Um ihre Kultur
angemessen darzustellen, wählten die Informanten die
Form des rituellen Sprechgesangs.

Behandelt werden neun Reden zur Maisbierzere-
monie (31–73) und zwei Reden zur Peyotezeremonie
(74–103). Darauf folgen zwei Reden im rituellen Kon-
text: einmal die Rede eines Heilers (104–144) und ein-
mal die Rede eines offiziellen Sprechers (Serı́ame) aus
Anlass des Osterfestes (145–162). Es folgen alltägliche
Worte und Beispiele aus dem Volkshumor und häufige
Redewendungen (163–188), Informationen zu den zi-
tierten Rednern (191–96) sowie ein Glossar (197–205).

Im Unterschied zu den eigens für den Ethnologen
gehaltenen Nawésari werden die im Kontext gespro-
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