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“We stand at the gates of an important epoch, a time of ferment, when spirit

moves forward in a leap, transcends its previous shape and takes on a new one.

All the mass of previous representations, concepts, and bonds linking our world

together are dissolving and collapsing like a dream picture. A new phase of the

spirit is preparing itself. Philosophy especially has to welcome its appearance and

acknowledge it, while others, who oppose it impotently, cling to the past.”

G. W. F. Hegel, in a lecture on September 18, 1806,

quoted in Francis Fukuyama’s End of History (1992)

 

 

“There is enormous inertia – a tyranny of the status quo – in private and

especially governmental arrangements. Only a crisis – actual or perceived –

produces real change. When that crisis occurs, the actions that are taken depend

on the ideas that are lying around. That, I believe, is our basic function: to develop

alternatives to existing policies, to keep them alive and available until the

politically impossible becomes politically inevitable.”

Milton Friedman, Preface to

Capitalism and Freedom (1982)
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