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Note on Transliteration

I transliterated Arabic terms according to a simplified version of the system
suggested by the International Journal of Middle East Studies (IJMES), omitting all
diacritics except ayn () and hamza (, except at the beginning of the word). My
guiding principle in transliterating was to make places and names identifiable for
the non-specialist, therefore I used common English spellings for proper nouns
and geographic terms as far as they existed (e.g. Cairo instead of al-Qahira; Aleppo
instead of Halab). If authors had published works in European languages, I opted
for the transliteration they chose (e.g. George Antonius, rather than Jurj Antuniyus;
Alexander Khoori, rather than Iskandar Khuri). If place names are well-established
in French transliteration, which is the case with the Lebanese summer resorts
in particular, I opted for this spelling (e.g. Dhour el-Choueir instead of Dhuhur
al-Shuwayr), accepting inconsistencies where necessary. I tried to make sure that
the interested reader can identify names and places easily by looking up these
terms online.
All translations, unless otherwise stated, are my own.
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