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Olivier Rozenberg
France’s Search for a New European Narrative

For a long time, French politicians have viewed France’s participation in European inte-
gration as a justification for the preservation of its power through the framework of Euro-
pe. However, France’s position in the European Union seems to become less and less
linked to the idea of “Europe puissance”. In spite of the slow erosion of this idea, and due
to cultural as well as institutional reasons, French policy makers have not been able to cre-
ate an alternative national narrative which would justify European integration. In addition
to the anti-European stance of the winning faction “Front National”, the biggest winner of
the 2014 European elections, there has also been a diffusion of European skepticism
throughout the governing parties in France.

Andras Inotai
One Decade of Hungary’s Membership in the European Union: A Critical Appraisal
of Benefits and (Self-made) Costs

The paper offers a critical survey of Hungary’s EU membership through analysis of key
expected benefits, including trade, free circulation of persons and capital, impact of EU
transfers and full-fledged participation in the decision-making process of the integration.
Free trade has generated two rapid increase of trade with new EU members and a substan-
tial Hungarian trade surplus. Compared to other new members, the Hungarian labour force
remained rather immobile at the start of membership, but revealed enhanced mobility after
the formation of a new government in 2010. Since 2007 Hungary has been one of the
major beneficiaries of EU funds, unfortunately a large part of that money could have been
managed much more efficiently. The current government’s increasingly critical view of
the European integration process, implementation of “unorthodox” economic (and social)
policies has made Hungary, as of today, the only member country with a government-level
anti-EU attitude.

Stefan Génzle and Kristine Kern
The EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region: Evolution and Contemporary Perspec-
tives of a New Approach in EU Regional Policy

With the adoption of the macro-regional strategies for the Baltic Sea, Danube and the
Adriatic-Ionian regions in 2009, 2011 and 2014 respectively, the European Union has
introduced a new concept in EU regional policy. Building on the EUROPE 2020 program
as well as existing forms of regional cooperation, these strategies aim at the establishment
of a new integrated framework for transnational collaboration involving both EU member
states and partner countries from the same geographical, cultural and functional space.
This article analyses the extent to which the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea has hitherto
lived up to its objectives and what kind of impact it has triggered vis-a-vis regional organ-
izations with a view to improving cooperation between actors and across polices in the
Baltic Sea region.
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Timm Beichelt
Incompatible Positions and Antagonistic Challenges — the Eastern Partnership Policy
of the EU

The European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) and the Eastern Partnership (EP) are contro-
versial issues among political actors and the Public. This article identifies three con-
tentious issues: sovereign statehood, international alliance capacities and the EU accession
perspectives of the EP countries. Since no hegemonic opinions regarding all three issues
could establish itself on the international level, the character of the EU association process
is antagonistic. As long as the actors of the EU do not accept this fact, the strategy towards
the eastern European neighbours cannot be consistent and is thus doomed to failure.
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