Editorial

Since the late 1970s, empirical science studies have developed into a key field of re-
search at the intersection of science, technology and society. This field merges a
repertoire of theories and methods stemming primarily from cultural anthropol-
ogy, sociology, linguistics and history. Its main characteristic is the detailed analy-
sis of scientific practices and epistemic cultures and how these become entangled
with public discourses and everyday life. This focus tries to reveal specific, local con-
figurations and their epistemological as well as social consequences. Beyond a mere
deconstruction, science studies are constantly looking to engage with the fields in
which they do their work. The goal of this book series is to offer to scholars a German
and English speaking Forum that
- develops inter- and trans-disciplinary bodies of knowledge in the areas of
medicine and the life sciences and makes these nationally and internationally
available;
- supports young scientists through opening up a new field of work which runs
across existing disciplinary structures;
- encourages the formation of tandems through co-authorship. In particular, it sup-
ports, evaluates and comments on collaborative projects with colleagues from the
natural and engineering sciences.

The series is directed towards scholars and students from both the empirical sci-
ence/social studies and the natural sciences and medicine.
The series is edited by Martin Déring and Jorg Niewohner.

Advisory Board:
Prof. Dr. Thomas Lembke, Prof. Dr. Paul Martin, Prof. Dr. Brigitte Nerlich, Prof. Dr.
John Law, Prof. Dr. Regine Kollek, Prof. Dr. Allan Young

Ariane d’Hoop trained as a stage designer, studied spatial arrangements in per-
forming arts and then completed a joint PhD in architecture (Université Libre de
Bruxelles) and anthropology (University of Amsterdam). She has developed a micro-
ethnographic attention to the materiality of places, most of them in Brussels, to ex-
plore how it matters in situated social practices.
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The Slightest Attachment
When Psychiatric Spaces Enact Affinities
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This book derives from a doctoral research. The study was funded by a scholarship
from the Fonds de la Recherche Scientifique (F.R.S.-FNRS, grant ID: 11056514), and
its finalization was supported by the Fonds Alice et David van Buuren. The thesis was
titled Modest Attachments. An Inquiry into the Potentialities of Material Spaces in a Psychi-
atric Day Care Centre (2018, Université de Bruxelles & University of Amsterdam).

This Book was then published with the financial support of the FRS-FNRS. The pub-
lication also received funding from the Centre de recherches et d'interventions soci-
ologiques (CESIR), Universite Saint-Louis — Bruxelles (Belgium); from the depart-
ment of Ethics, Law & Medical Humanities, Amsterdam Universiteit Medische Cen-
tra (UMC), University of Amsterdam, my employer at the time of writing; from the
Health, Care and the Body Programme Group at the Amsterdam Institute for So-
cial Science Research (AISSR), University of Amsterdam; and from the FWO-WOG
Belgian Science and Technology in Society (BSTS), KU Leuven, Belgium.
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To Blanche Beaujeant
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