
A JOURNAL OF 
THREE MONTHS’ WALK IN PERSIA IN 1884

BY CAPTAIN JOHN COMPTON PYNE
Edited by Russell  Harris and Marjan Afsharian 

with contributions by Jeremy Archer

A JOURNAL OF 
THREE MONTHS’ WALK IN PERSIA IN 1884

BY CAPTAIN JOHN COMPTON PYNE
Edited by Russell  Harris and Marjan Afsharian 

with contributions by Jeremy Archer

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


A Journal of Three Months’ Walk in Persia in 1884 
by Captain John Compton Pyne

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


iranian studies series

The Iranian Studies Series publishes high-quality scholarship on various 
aspects of Iranian civilisation, covering both contemporary and classical 
cultures of the Persian cultural area. The contemporary Persian-speaking 
area includes Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and Central Asia, while classical 
societies using Persian as a literary and cultural language were located in 
Anatolia, Caucasus, Central Asia and the Indo-Pakistani subcontinent. 
The objective of the series is to foster studies of the literary, historical, 
religious and linguistic products in Iranian languages. In addition to 
research monographs and reference works, the series publishes English-
Persian critical text-editions of important texts. The series intends to 
publish resources and original research and make them accessible to a wide 
audience.

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


chief editor
A.A. Seyed-Gohrab (Leiden University)

advisory board of iss
F. Abdullaeva (University of Cambridge)

B. Behrooz Mahmoodi-Bakhtiari (University of Tehran)
F. de Blois (University of London, SOAS)

J.T.P. de Bruijn (Leiden University)
D.P. Brookshaw (Stanford University)

N. Chalisova (Russian State University of Moscow)
J.T.L. Cheung (Institut national des langues et civilisations orientales)

J. Landau (Harvard University)
A. Adib-Moghaddam (SOAS)

D. Davis (Ohio State University)
M.M. Khorrami (New York University)

A.R. Korangy Isfahani (Societas Philologica Persica)
F.D. Lewis (University of Chicago)
L. Lewisohn (University of Exeter)

S. McGlinn (unaffiliated)
Ch. Melville (University of Cambridge)

D. Meneghini (University of Venice)
N. Pourjavady (University of Tehran)

Ch. van Ruymbeke (University of Cambridge)
A. Sedighi (Portland State University)

S. Sharma (Boston University)
K. Talattof (University of Arizona)

Z. Vesel (CNRS, Paris)
M.J. Yahaghi (Ferdowsi University of Mashhad)

R. Zipoli (University of Venice)

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


A Journal of  
Three Months’ Walk in Persia in 1884  

by Captain John Compton Pyne
Edited by Russell Harris and Marjan Afsharian  

with contributions by Jeremy Archer

 

Leiden University Press

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


An electronic version of this book is freely available, thanks to the support  
of libraries working with Knowledge Unlatched: www.knowledgeunlatched.org.

This book is also available in Open Access through the Leiden Repository 
(https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl) and the OAPEN library (www.oapen.org). 

Cover design: Tarek Atrissi Design
Cover image: Self-portrait of John Compton Pyne on p. 85 of his Journal [page 176 of this book].
Lay-out: Friedemann Vervoort
ISBN 978 90 8728 262 2
e-ISBN 978 94 0060 259 5 (ePDF)
e-ISBN 978 94 0060 260 1 (ePUB)
OA ISBN 978 90 8728 282 0
NUR 692

© Russell Harris and Marjan Afsharian / Leiden University Press, 2017

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.  
To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

This book is distributed in North America by the University of Chicago Press
(www.press.uchicago.edu).

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400602595 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Give to me the life I love
Let the lave go by me.

Give the jolly heaven above
And the byway nigh me.

Bed in the bush with stars to see,
Bread I dip in the river – 

There’s the life for a man like me.
There’s the life for ever.

(Robert Louis Stevenson, The Vagabond)
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John Compton Pyne (1857-1893), 2nd Battalion,  
The Dorsetshire Regiment, by Jeremy Archer

Figure 1: Captain John 
Compton Pyne.

John Compton Pyne, second son of the Reverend Edward 
Manners Dillman Pyne, Vicar of Westacre, in the district 
of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk, and his wife, Charlotte 
Sophia, daughter of the Reverend Dr. John Chevallier 
J.P. of Aspall Hall, Suffolk, was born on 26 May 1857 and 
baptised at All Saints’, Westacre on 2 August 1857. In the 
light of his sad fate, it is relevant that one of his mother’s 
younger sisters, Frances (“Fanny”), married Lieutenant-
Colonel Henry Horatio Kitchener (1850–1916) and that 
their second son was Horatio Herbert Kitchener, later 1st 
Earl Kitchener of Khartoum, who was seven years older 
than his first cousin.

John Compton Pyne was educated at Uppingham 
School, from where he passed first into the Royal Military 
Academy, Sandhurst, by some two hundred marks. On 30 
January 1878 he was commissioned into his local regiment: 
the 54th (West Norfolk) Regiment of Foot. He must have 
been as surprised as everyone else when, little more than 
three years later, the Childers Reforms re-designated his 
regiment as the 2nd Battalion, The Dorsetshire Regiment. 

1	 Afghanistan Medal, 1878-1880 – Pyne started his service in Afghanistan in 1879. The medal was awarded to all troops who served in 
the Second Afghanistan War, 22 November 1878 to 26 May 1879, and 3 September 1879 to 20 September 1880.

During the next few years, the old stands of Regimental 
Colours were moved from Norwich Cathedral to Sherborne 
Abbey. Pyne first saw active service during the Second 
Afghan War, during which he served as Transport Officer 
on the Khyber Line of Communication, before taking 
part in the decisive Battle of 
Kandahar on 1 September 
1880, following the famous 
march of the Field Force, 
led by Lieutenant-General 
Sir Frederick Roberts, from 
Kabul to Kandahar. For his 
service in this campaign, 
Pyne’s Service Record 
shows that he received the 
Afghanistan medal.1
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Figure 2: Relationship of John Compton Pyne to Earl Kitchener.

Promoted to lieutenant on 2 February 1881, Pyne soon 
showed that he had absorbed then-important military 
skills, such as drawing, painting and using his powers of 
observation. The Military Museum of Devon and Dorset 
is fortunate to have inherited a significant – but under-
used – collection of his watercolours, depicting military 
life in the late nineteenth century, coupled with fascinating 

views of the Middle East and the Sub-continent, where 
he was serving. In 1884 he was given three months’ leave 
of absence in order to undertake a walk through Persia, 
during which he wrote his copiously illustrated Journal of 
Three Months’ Walk in Persia which took place from 14 
April to 19 July.
 

Figure 3: Afghanistan Medal 1878–1880. Designed by the British illustrator Randolph Caldecott 
(1846–1886), the obverse, seen here, shows Anglo-Indian troops marching through the Khyber 
Pass with an officer riding in the foreground — a idealised view of a scene in which Pyne, as a 
transport officer, would have participated.
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Figure 4: Major-General Sir Horatio Herbert Kitchener (1850–
1916). Kitchener is seen here in a hand-coloured photograph 
by the established Cairo studio of Lekegian. At the time of the 
image, he was Commander-in-Chief of the Khedive’s forces and 
carrying out ‘the pulverization of the Mahdist tyranny’ (Napier, 
1900, p. 26), in one battle of which our hero, J.C. Pyne, was killed. 
Kitchener wears the uniform of a sirdar in the Egyptian army. 
His face with its piercing eyes was to become familiar on British 
World War One recruitment posters with the famous slogan: 
“Your Country Needs You!”.
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Figure 5: The Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, painted by John Compton Pyne, circa 1880.
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