
Contributors’ biographies

Khaing Zar Aung is president of the Industrial Workers Federation of Myan­
mar (IWFM), an executive committee member of the Confederation of 
Trade Union Myanmar (CTUM), and a member of the Myanmar Labour 
Alliance.
Cecilia Brighi is general secretary of Italia-Birmania.Insieme.
Ramon A. Certeza is National Coordinator of IndustriALL in the Philippines 
and senior lecturer at the School of Labor and Industrial Relations of the 
University of the Philippines.
Elaine Sio-ieng Hui is on the board of the GLC and a professor of Labour 
and Employment Relations researching labour resistance and the role of the 
state and labour laws in labour relations.
Frank Hoffer is a former ILO official and a fellow of the Global Labour 
University.
Can Kaya is a trade unionist from Turkey. He worked as a communication 
officer for DISK (the Confederation of Progressive Trade Unions of Turkey) 
and now works with EPSU. He is an alum of the Global Labour University.
Başak Kocadost is an alum of the Global Labour University. She is pursuing 
her doctoral studies in sociology in Istanbul.
Svetlana Kolganova is a legal expert of the Seafarers’ Union of Russia, and an 
alum of the Global Labour University.
Kaye Liang is a graduate from GLU’s labour program, following Chinese 
labour issues.
Lizaveta Merliak is a Global Labour University alum, and the International 
Secretary of the Belarusian Independent Trade Union, BITU. The article is 
based on the author’s experience in solidarity work of the union backed up 
by the international union movement during the post-election escalation of 
repression on the people of Belarus.
Christopher S.T. Mung is the executive director of the Hong Kong Labour 
Rights Monitor, which is a newly established UK-based NGO. Before 
relocating to the UK, he was the chief executive of the Hong Kong 
Confederation of Trade Unions for ten years, until it disbanded in 2021 
under political threat.
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Moreblessing Nyambara is the Gender and Social Welfare Secretary of Amal­
gamated Rural Teachers Union of Zimbabwe, a passionate human rights 
activist, and a mathematics teacher. She has a Master of Science Mathemat­
ics Education Degree and a master’s in Labour Policies and Globalisation.
Yury Ravavoi is a specialist of the International Department NSZZ Soli­
darność and co-founder of a workers’ association Rabochy Ruch in Belarus.
Melisa R. Serrano is a professor and director of the Center for Labor Justice 
at the School of Labor and Industrial Relations of the University of the 
Philippines.
Fundizwi Sikhondze is a trade unionist activist, researcher, and organiser from 
Eswatini (formerly Swaziland). He notably previously served as National 
Coordinator for Organising at the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions 
(SFTU) and as the secretary general of the National Workers Union in 
Swaziland Higher Institutions (NAWUSHI). Fundizwi is a GLU Engage Pro­
gramme alum and he is currently completing his master’s degree in Labour 
Policy and Globalisation at the University of Witwatersrand.
Jana Silverman holds a PhD in labour economics from the Universidade 
Estadual de Campinas (UNICAMP) and is a post-doctoral scholar at the 
Center for Global Workers’ Rights at Penn State University. She is also a 
researcher with the Centro de Estudos Sindicais e Economia do Trabalho 
(CESIT), Instituto de Economia, UNICAMP. Her research interests include 
Latin American labour relations regimes, contemporary Brazilian political 
economy, and domestic work. Previously, she was Country Programs Direc­
tor for Brazil of the AFL-CIO Solidarity Center in Sao Paulo from 2012 to 
2020.
Verna Dinah Q. Viajar is a post-doctoral fellow of the Rosa Luxemburg 
Stiftung, Berlin, Germany and a visiting research fellow at the School of 
Labor and Industrial Relations of the University of the Philippines.
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