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Conferences: 

May 23-26, 1999, Dubrovnik, Croatia. 3rd Inter­
national Conference on Conceptions of Library and 
Information Science (CoLIS3) is hosting a conference 
with the theme Digital Libraries: Interdisciplinary 
Concepts, Challenges and Opportunities. The focus 
of the conference is on fundamental and llltegratmg 
issues and problems that reflect research and devel� 
opment efforts and conceptual, critica� t?i�king on 
digital libraries from a number of dIsCIplmes and 
countries. Contributions are invited that address: 
fundamental and theoretical aspects and questions 
underlying digital libraries; nature of digital library 
collections; organization of digital libraries; access to 
digital libraries; use of digital libraries; technic�l infra­
structure; evaluation of digital libraries; social, cui­
HIrai, legal and economic issues, nationally and inter­
nationally; integration of information resources; .and 
relations to traditional libraries. Types of contnbu­
tions include: research papers; poster presentations; 
panels; tutorials; workshops; and demonstrations. 
The deadline for research papers is Sept. 15, 1998. The 
deadline for posters, tutorials, workshops, panels and 
demonstrations is Oct. 15, 1998. 

May 24-26, 1999, Pasadena, California, USA. 
American Society for Information Science. ASIS MId­
Year Meeting. "Information Access in the Global 
Economy" For more information, visit the ASIS web 
site at http://www.asis.org 

Aug. 24-28, 1999, Innsbruck, Austria. The 5th In­
ternational Congress on Terminology and Knowl�dge 
Engineering. "Communicating into 2000" Orgamzed 
by the Association for Terminology and Knowledge 
Transfer (GTW), International Information Centre 
for Terminology (Infoterm), and International Net­
work for Terminology (TermNet). Objectives of the 
Congress will address world-wide interest in the in­
terdisciplinary methods of terminology science, in­
formation science, and computer science. The work­
ing language of the Congress is English. Several pre & 
post congress workshops are planned on terminology 
and knowledge engineering methods and appl!catlOns. 
For more information, contact Gesellschaft fur Ter­
minologie und Wissenstransfer (GTW) , Universi.tat 
Innsbruck Fischnalerstr. 4 A-6020 Innsbruck (Austna) . 

E-mail: peter.sandrini@uibk.ac.at 
Visit the web site at http://gtw-org.uibk.ac.at 

Aug. 30-Sept 3, 1999, Bozen/Bolzano, Italy. The 
12th European Symposium on Language for SpecIal 
Purposes, Section: language and law. The topics are of 
the special languages in the field of Law and the spe­
cial languages used in the European Union, Submis­
sion of abstracts describing substantial, original and 
unpublished research in the fields of LSP (lexico­
graphy, terminology, translation and mterpretat.l�n, 
pedagogy, law and EU), linguistic aspects, cogn1t�ve 
aspects of LSP, language technology, computer lm­
guistics and LSP, and knowledge representatIOn are 
welcome. The symposium is organized by the Euro­
pean Academy of Bozen/Bolzano, Section "language 
and law" in cooperation with the University of Boz:n 
AlLA Scientific Commission on Language for SpeCIal 
Purposes. Working languages for t�e symposium �re 
English, French, German, and Itahan. For more lll­
formation, contact: LSP '99, Section "Language and 
Law" European Academy, Via Weggenstein 12/a I-
39100 Bozen/Bolzano. E-mail:LSPqq@eurac.edu 
Visit the web site at http://www.eurac.edu/LSP99. 

Nov. 1-4, 1999, Washington, DC, USA. American 
Society for Information Science, ASIS Annual Meet­
ing. "Knowledge Creation and Utilization: The Keys 
to Organizational Effectiveness" For more l?forma­
tion, visit the ASIS web site at http://www.aSlS.org 

Technology News: 

INSPEC announces a new Windows CD-ROM. 
The service will provide three options: INSPEC 
Complete, INSPEC Physics, and INSPEC Electromcs 
& Computing. All will come with a complete set of 
backfile discs from 1989 onwards for customers sub­
scribing in 1998 and 1999. 

INSPEC and the IEE announce four major devel­
opments: Windows version of INSPEC CD-ROM; 
price reduction for academic site licenses; more tItles 
added to lEE online journals service; and document 
delivery services. For further information

.
, vi�it the 

web site at: http://www.iee.org.uk/publ!sh/mspec. 
html 
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A collection of links to thesauri, thesaurus softM 
ware and classification systems on-line is now avail­
able at the web-site of the University of Applied Sci­
ences, Cologne (Germany), Department of Library 
and Information Studies (http://www.fbi.fh-koeln. 
de) . You may access it following this URL: http:// 
www.fbi.fh-koeln.de/labor/bir/thesauri new/index.­
htm The collection is browsable by languages and by 
subject areas. For the moment the descriptions are in 
German only, an English version, however, is under 
construction and will be announced when finished. 

In Other News: 

DIMDI has several new announcements: new fea­
tures for grips-WebSearch include searching narrower 
terms (DOWN)j new literature and patent database; 
DERWENT BIOTECH, a new literature and patent 
database; price reductions for MEDLINE and other 
NLM databases; and the ISTPIISSHP database is now 
available in English. For further information, visit the 
web site at: http://dimdi.de 

Information Today, Inc. has just published a prac­
tical new how-ta-book entitled "Finding Statistics 
Online: How To Locate the Elusive Numbers You 
Need," For more information, visit the web site at: 
http://www.infotoday.com. 

Appointments: 

The International Federation for Information and 
Documentation (FID) named Stephen Parker as the 
new Executive Director. Mr. Parker is a British na­
tional and a Fellow of the British Library Associa­
tion. He is Editor of the quarterly journal, Informa­
tion Development, and author of several books and 
numerous reports, conference papers and articles on 
various aspects of information management and in­
formation development. 

Institut de I 'Information Scientique et Technique 
du CNRS-Nancy (INIST) has appointed Alain Cha­
nudet to the Director of INIST. Mr. Chanudet has a 
law degree from the University of Nancy. 

Awards: 

New Award for Best Article! The Haworth Press, 
Inc. and Cataloging & Classification Quarterly are 
pleased to announce the first annual "Best of Catalog­
ing & Classification Quarterly Award."  A $500 prize 
will be awarded for the best article published in each 
entire volume of Cataloging & Classification Quar­
terly, beginning with Volume 26. The prize will be 
determined by an awards committee, to be an­
nounced at a later date. For information on the award 
or to submit an article, contact the Editor: Ruth C. 
Carter, Ph.D, MA, MLS, 121 Pikemont Dr. Wexford, 
PA, 15090-8447; e-mail: rcc13@vms.cis.pitt.edu 
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A Contribution to the Study of the Semantics of 
French Psychological and Communication Verbs 

By Mouna Kamel 

1. Introduction 

The aim of this work is to propose a description of 
the semantics of psychological verbs, verbs that ex­
press feelings, and communication verbs. By identify­
ing sense components, by specifying sense elements 
which differentiate closely related verbs, and by 
studying sense variations, we found new criteria per­
mitting the constitution of verbs semantic classes so 
as to better structure the lexicon and to better organ­
ize semantic descriptions. 

In this paper, we first represent the verb semantics 
by means of the Lexical Conceptual Structure (LCS), 
adding, if necessary, new primitives and new semantic 
fields. We then study sense variations with the aim of 
making semantic descriptions more accurate, com­
prehensive and flexible. 

2. Verb semantic classes 

Different approaches to semantic classifications 
have been proposed, each of them contributing to a 
different form of classification, whose usefulness and 
ease of constitution answer to different needs. 

There are different approaches to classify verbs se­
mantically. B. Levin (Levin , 1993) proposed a classi­
fication based on syntactic criteria, called alternations 
which turn out to form classes with a certain seman­
tic cohesion. But these alternations are specific to the 
English language, and cannot be used straight 
fowardly for other languages. Another approach, 
more oriented towards Natural Language Processing 
(NLP) applications and for French, is proposed in (St­
Dizier, 1996). Syntactic criteria and thematic roles are 
used at the same time. Approaches based on ontologi­
cal criteria assume that most, if not all lexical seman­
tic relations, operate within quite precise semantic 
domains. In (Fellbaum, 1993), verbs are first divided 
into state verbs and action verbs, each of these groups 
is then further divided into subclasses, according to 
certain dimensions, properties or domains. In each 
family of verbs, a generic verb can be specified : act, 
move, become, make, be, . . .  One can consider that a 
generic verb corresponds to an LCS primitive. Jack­
endoff Uackendoff, 1972) worked out semantic classes 
by putting together verbs whose arguments accept the 
same thematic roles. This method, though based on 
semantic criteria, has the disadvantage of grouping 
verbs without semantic resembhnces. 

Different studies of the semantics of psychological 
verbs have been made (Mathie, 1995 ; Fellbaum 93 ; 
Sanfilippo, 1992). In (Mathieu, 1995), verbs are classi-
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