Contents

Acknowledgements .............coiiiiiiiiiiiii e 7
Preface ..... ..o 9
1. Robots Wanted - Dead And/Or Alive..................ccooviviiiiiieiinninnn.. l
1.1. Making Love and Killing People: The Old and New Age of Robotics................ n
1.2. Hype, Hope, and Horror «...ooueee e 16
1.3.  Robots and Science Fiction: Inseparably Linked ...............ccooiiieeen.... 20
1.4, Research Question and Approach ............ccooeviiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiinneen. 24
1.5. Some Methodological Clarifications ..........ccoveiviiiiiiiiiii i 26
1.6. A Tour Along the Life Cycle of Robots ........oceeiiiiiiiii s 29
2. Disciplinary Context and Terminology................cooviiiiiiiiiiiinn.. 31
2.1. Human-Robot-Interaction Research: “Controlling” In/Animacy Attributions...... 32
2.2. Terminology: Anthropomorphism, Agency, Animacy, and More.................. 43
2.3. Disciplinary Perspectives: Animacy Attribution as an Object of Research vs.
Methodological Malpractice ..........oeeeiiiiiiii e 46
3. Making Robots: In/Animacy Attributions in Robotics Research and
Development ..o 53
3.1. Complex Epistemic Practices in Long-Term HRI..............coooiiiiiiiinatn. 53
3.2, APPIOACh. .o 56
3.3. The Robot Body in the Center of Attention ............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinna.. 58
3.4. The Robot as Tool and Team Member .........occoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinneen. 62
3.5. Testing in the Real World: The Unpredictable Robot ................c.ooeitt. 65
3.6. Switching Perspectives: In/Animacy Attributions as Constructive Practice...... 68
R N1 11111 1 n



https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839455609-toc
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

4.  Showing Off Robots: In/Animacy Attributions in Robotics Demonstrations,

Science Communication, and Marketing ................................ ... 75
4.1. Demo or Die: Outreach, Engagement, and Accountability....................... 75
L 00 {0 [ 19
4.3. Narratives of Agency: Proof of Functionality .............ccoooeiiiiiiiiiiia. 81
4.4, Narratives of Desired Futures: Proof of Applicability ...................coiit 86
4.5. Narratives of Animacy: Making Robots Engaging......................ooiiit 89
4.6. Switching Perspectives: In/Animacy Attributions as Constructive Practice ..... 98
4.7. Critical Discourse: Simulation or Deception? ..........ccooviiiiiiiiiineeennnn, 99
b8, SUMMAIY Lot 102
5. Reporting on Robots: In/Animacy Attributions in Media Discourse .......... 105
5.1. Robotics and Medialization............cooiiiiiiiii 105
5.2 APProaCh. . e e 106
5.3. Hope, Horror, and Science Fiction ...........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiii . 108
5.4. From Human-Shaped Software to the Robot Apocalypse: Practices of Ani-

macy AHEHbULION ..o s n3
5.5. Switching Perspectives: In/Animacy Attributions as Constructive Practice .... 123
5.6. Critical Discourse: Animacy Attributions as Traffic Bait?...................... 125
T Y11 1112 T 127
6. Conclusions ... and Openings ...............c.ccevviriiiiienineinienneennss. 129
6.1 ARecapitulation.........ooiiniiiiiii e 129
6.2. The Constructive Quality of In/Animacy Attributions .......................... 132
6.3. Critical Discourse: Individual and Systemic ISSUes ............coovevvveennne... 138
6.4. In/Animacy: Beyond RobOLICS ..vovnvviieee i 147
6.5. Speaking Clearly: A Take-Home Message ..........cceeeviniieeiinenennnnnn.. 150
RefBIBNCES ...\t 155
List of Figures...ocoeee oo e 205
List of Abbreviations ............. ..o 207

APPENAIX ... s 209



https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839455609-toc
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

